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London  Assistants'  Smoker. 

The  members  and  friends  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants' 
Association  wound  up  the  1904-5  session  with  a  successful 
"sing-song"  at  73  Newman  Street,  W.,  on  April  27.  As 
is  usually  the  case  with  the  lighter  C.A.A.  meetings,  the 
attendance  was  good,  thirty  being  present,  two-thirds  of 
whom  were  members.  Mr.  Sidney  Jamieson  was  in  the 
chair,  and,  with  Messrs.  Latreille,  Thompson,  Weight, 
Paterson,  Matthews,  and  Milner,  contributed  to  the  enter- 
tainment. The  usual  collection  for  the  Benevolent  Fund 
amounted  to  16s. 

The  Sphinx  Club  of  London. 

The  monthly  dinner  at  the  Hotel  Cecil  on  Wednesday 
evening  exhibited  another  departure  in  dinner-table  decora- 
tion, the  table  centre  being  made  up  of  the  title  headings 
of  prominent  advertising  media,  in  which  the  wings  of 
our  phoenix  o'ershadowed  "The  King."  Broad  green 
ribbon  bordered  the  printing,  and  peculiar  crimson-tinted 
tulips  were  the  only  floral  decoration.  Mr.  John  Morgan 
Richards,  the  President,  was  supported  on  the  right  by 
Mr.  W.  H.  Lever,  head  of  Lever  Bros.,  Ltd.,  Port  Sun- 
light, whose  contribution  to  the  discussion  on  "  What 
Medium  should  an  Advertiser  Prefer?"  was  the  feature 
of  the  evening.  Mr.  Mostyn  Pigott,  who  wound  up  the 
debate,  was  so  amusing  that  he  made  the  club  forget  it 
was  after  eleven  o'clock.  His  idea  was  that  advertisers 
should  stop  their  efforts  to  make  rich  newspaper  pro- 
prietors whose  brothers  own  motor-cars  and  have  ideas  of 
their  own  about  how  to  deal  with  the  congested-population 
problem.  Instead,  advertisers  should  assist  partially  em- 
ployed politicians,  poets,  and  novelists.  Mr.  Winston 
Churchill  might,  for  an  appropriate  fee,  emulate  Mr. 
Gladstone  when  he  spoke  of  certain  things  being  thick  as 
the  leaves  in  Vallombrosa  or  the  advertisements  of  Pears' 
soap ;  the  poet  might  improve  upon  the  classics — e.g.,  as 
in  those  lines — 

The  curfew  tolls  the  knell  of  parting  Day — &  Martin, 
The  lowing  herd  winds  slowly  o'er  the  Lea — &  Perrin. 
For  the  novelist  Mr.  Pigott  hesitated  to  speak,  but  at 
last  he  suggested  that  Mr.  Balch  (Vice-President)  might 
write  a  new  version  of  the  President's  daughter's  novel 
and  call  it  "  Some  Emidsions  and  a  Moral,"  adding 
"  Scott's  is  the  best." 

Dining  at  Bath. 

At  Fisher's  Restaurant,  on  April  27,  the  chemists  of 
Bath  dined  together,  with  the  Mayor  of  Bath  (Mr.  B. 
John,  who  is  also  a  chemist)  in  the  chair.  Among  those 
present  were  Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson  (President  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society),  the  Town  Clerk  (Mr.  F.  Darling- 
ton Wardle),  Drs.  E.  J.  Cave,  Preston  King,  A.  E.  Nor- 
burn,  and  C.  J.  Tabor;  Mr.  R.  J.  H.  Scott;  Councillor 
H.  J.  Thomas  (Chairman  of  the  committee) ;  Messrs. 
W.  J.  Hallett  (Hon.  Secretary),  H.  Coe,  A.  H.  Cooper, 
D.  A.  Evans,  E.  W.  Loveless,  F.  S.  Moore,  A.  C.  Olds, 
J.  J.  Partington,  H.  K.  Pryke,  A.  L.  Snow,  E.  Whiston ; 
and  Luther  Wilson,  Hawes,  and  J.  W.  Sampson  (members 
of  the  committee) ;  Spurway,  Norris,  Cooper,  jun.,  A.  F. 
Collis,  Wynhall,  Dann,  James,  J.  L.  Potter,  J.  A.  Thomas 
(Cheltenham) ;  and  Taylor,  Matthews,  Boorne,  Eveleigh, 
and  Tripe  (all  of  Bristol).  The  loyal  toasts  having  been 
honoured,  Dr.  E.  J.  Cave  gave  "The  Pharmaceutical 
Society."  In  speaking  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  Dr.  Cave 
said  it  was  consistent  with  the  high  aim  and  policy  the 
Society  had  always  pursued.  Mr.  Robinson,  in  his  reply, 
alluded  to  a  topic  suggested  by  Dr.  Cave  in  his  speech 
regarding  the  repetition  of  prescriptions  intended  by  the 
prescriber  to  be  used  only  for  a  stated  time.  He  (Mr. 
Robinson)  thought  chemists  ought  to  recognise  the  wishes 
of  the  medical  men  in  that  matter,  but  the  responsibility 
must  be  taken  by  the  medical  men,  who  should  give  definite 
instructions  that  the  prescription  was  not  to  be  repeated 
after  a  certain  date.  Mr.  Robinson  then  went  on  to  refer 
at  length  to  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  explaining  in  detail  its 
provisions  and  concluding  by  advocating  the  formation 
of  a  local  chemists'  association.  Mr.  E.  Whiston  pro- 
posed "  The  Medical  Profession."  Referring  to  the  repe- 
tition of  prescriptions,  he  said  he  saw  no  alternative,  if 


the  difficulty  was  to  be  met,  than  making  it  illegal 
to  repeat  a  prescription  unless  it  was  redated  and 
initialled.  Mr.  R.  J.  H.  Scott  (President  of  the  Bath 
and  Bristol  Branch  of  the  British  Medical  Association) 
replied.  "The  Chemists  of  Bath"  was  proposed  by  Mr. 
A.  Godfrey  Day  (headmaster  of  Bath  Technical  School). 
He  said  the  committee  of  the  Technical  School  were  anxious 
to  co-operate  with  the  chemists,  as  with  the  leaders  of  other 
professions  and  trades  in  the  city,  by  arranging  for  fcbd  best 
technical  education  possible  for  apprentices  and  assistants. 
On  their  part  the  chemists  could  assist  by  imposing  ccndi- 
tions  as  to  attendances  at  the  Technical  School,  and  still 
more  by  taking  a  real  interest  in  the  studies  of  their  appren- 
tices and  assistants.  The  school  laboratories  might  also  be 
profitably  used  by  the  older  members,  and  the  committee 
would  be  glad  to  see  the  school  and  its  equipment  being  used 
in  this  and  other  ways.  Councillor  H.  J.  Thomas  responded 
to  the  toast,  attributing  his  selection  to  his  antiquity — he 
had  been  in  business  on  his  own  account  forty-two  years — 
and  to  his  being  only  one  of  four  real  Bathonians  in  business 
in  the  city  as  chemists.  The  other  twenty-seven  aliens  they 
were  very  proud  of  and  greatly  admired.  He  paid  special 
tribute  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Hallett,  to  whose  energy  and  tact,  he 
said,  the  gathering  was  due.  Mr.  D.  A.  Evans  proposed 
"The  Visitors";  and  the  Town  Clerk,  Mr.  A.  L.  Taylor 
(President  of  the  Bristol  Chemists'  Association),  and  Mr. 
J.  A.  Thomas  (Secretary  of  the  Cheltenham  Chemists' 
Association)  replied.  Mr.  Taylor  alluded  to  several  men- 
tions made  of  the  possibility  of  Bath  joining  with  the 
Bristol  Association  instead  of  resuscitating  as  a  separate 
organisation.  If  Bath  thought  it  desirable,  he  assured  them 
the  Bristol  Association  would  be  very  glad  to  discuss  the 
matter  and  meet  on  a  common  ground.  The  idea  of  amalga- 
mating with  Bristol  was  also  favoured  by  the  Mayor  in  his 
reply  to  the  toast  of  his  health,  proposed  by  Mr.  Robinson. 
Mr.  W.  E.  Angell  presided  at  the  piano  during  the  few 
intervals  there  were  in  the  speechmaking.  Mr.  J.  W.  Duys 
played  skilful  violin  solos;  songs  were  rendered  by  Mr. 
A.  T.  Snow,  and  Mr.  E.  W.  Loveless  gave  two  excellent 
recitations.  Close  on  midnight  the  gathering  dispersed, 
after  the  singing  of  "  Auld  Lang  Syne." 


Comina  JEventa. 

Notices  for  Insertion  under  this  heading:  should  be  received  by 
Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week. 


Tuesday,  May  9. 

Oxford  Chemists'  Association,  Golden  Cross  Hotel,  at  8  p.m. 
Monthly  meeting. 

Federation  of  West  Riding  Chemists'  Associations,  White 
Horse  Hotel,  Wakefield,  at  7.30  P.M.  Adjourned  dis- 
cussion on  the  motion  by  Mr.  Walshaw,  Huddersfield  : 
"  To  consider  the  question  of  suggesting  the  establish- 
ment of  the  West  Riding  Federation  as  a  local  branch  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society." 

"Wednesday,  May  10. 

London  Chemists'  Association,  St.  Bride  Institute,  Bride 
Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.C.,  at  3.30  p.m.    Annual  general 
meeting.   Messrs.  Pickering  and  Truman  will  address  the 
meeting  as  to  their  policy  as  Council  candidates. 
Thursday,  May  11. 

West  Ham  Chemists'  Association,  Earlham  Hall,  Earlham 
Grove,  Forest  Gate,  E.,  at  3  p.m.  Discussion  on  "Drug- 
standards  :  Their  Use  and  Abuse,"  opened  by  Mr.  J.  C. 
Umney. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  Oxford 
Street,  W.,  at  9  p.m.  Annual  general  meeting. 

Liverpool  Chemists'  Association,  Library  of  the  Thompson- 
Yates  Laboratories,  Liverpool  University  (entrance,  Ash- 
ton  Street),  at  8  p.m.  Papers  will  be  read  by  Mr.  R.  C. 
Cowley  ("  Hydrolysis  :  An  Explanation  of  Some  of  the 
Common  Chemical  Reactions")  and  Mr.  Harold  Wyatt 
("  Examples  of  Hydrolysis  in  Dispensing.") 
Friday,  May  12. 

Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  Picca- 
dilly, W.,  at  9  p.m.  Professor  E.  F.  Nichols  on  "  The 
Pressure  Due  to  Radiation." 


Complimentary  Dinner  to  Mr.  T.  Tyrer  in  recognition  of 
his  services  on  the  question  of  untaxed  alcohol  for  manufac- 
turing-purposes. Trocadero  Restaurant,  May  25.  Tickets 
(one  guinea  each,  including  wine  and  cigars)  from  Mr.  K.  B. 
Murray,  Oxford  Court,  Cannon  Street,  E.C. 


72 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST  SUPPLEMENT 


Mat  6,  1905 


at  tbe  Hcaoenm 


IN  spite  of  the  vehement  criticism  of  past  years  and  the 
strictures  of  the  Chantrey  Bequest  Committee  in  the  year 
just  e;one,  there  are  few  signs  of  aught  but  mediocrity  in 
the  '  nsemble  of  this  year's  exhibition  at  the  Royal  Academy. 
There  is  the  same  distracting  crush  (if  one  goes  in  the 
afternoon),  the  same  gushing  young  critics  of  the  "  Oh,  isn't 
it  sweet?  "  variety,  an  equal  number  of  trains  to  be  dodged, 
and  (according  to  the  limit  of  one's  dexterity)  probably  a 
greater  number  of  apologies  to  be  tendered.  The  pharma- 
ceutical subjects  are  even  more  scant  than  usual,  and  the 
show-pictures,  such  as  "  The  Queen  "  of  Luke  Fildes,  "  The 
King "  of  Harold  Speed,  and  other  large  canvases,  are  a 
delusion  and  a  glare.  Among  the  oil-portraits  the  "  Senor 
Manuel  Garcia  "  (51)  of  Mr.  Sargent  is  easily  first.  Although 
it  scarcely  conveys  what  one  would  expect  the  distinguished 
inventor  of  the  laryngoscope  to  look  like  at  a  hundred,  it  is 
expressive  of  a  very  old  man  with  intellect  undimmed  and 
character  ripely  developed.  Age  is  seen  in  the  sharpened 
features  and  the  attenuation  of  the  marvellously  painted 
hands,  although  the  pose  is  more  that  of  a  man  forty  years 
younger.  "Alfred  F.  Bird,  Esq."  (19),  by  Seymour  Lucas, 
is  another  careful  piece  of  portraiture,  and  the  same  may  be 
said  of  "  Sir  C.  Lawes-Wittewronge,  Bt."  (209),  by  Frank 
0.  Salisbury.  The  last  subject  is  a  son  of  the  late  Sir  John 
Bennett  Lawes,  of  Rothamsted.  A  vigorous  and  faithful 
presentment  of  "Sir  Albert  Kaye  Rollit,  M.P."  (497), 
is  given  by  H.  von  Herkomer,  in  Gallery  No.  VIII., 
and  in  the  next  gallery  Henry  S.  Luke  has  depicted  "  Mrs. 
Stanley  Boyd,  M.D."  (574),  as  the  ruddy,  masterful  physi- 
cian she  is.  "Crofters'  Harvest"  (128),  by  J.  Coutts 
Michie,  will  interest  pharmacists,  apart  from  its  artistic 
merit,  by  the  fact  that  the  artist  is  a  brother  of  Mr.  C.  Coutts 
Michie,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Kentish  Town  Road, 
N.W.  "  Soda-and-milk "  (413),  by  Charles  Sims,  is  only 
partly  pharmaceutical.  Two  mischievous  children  have 
got  hold  of  a  syphon  of  soda  and  they  are  spraying 
the  soda  into  pussy's  saucer  of  milk — to  the  obvious 
dismay  of  pussy  and  the  delight  of  the  children.  The 
water-colours  are  uninteresting  but  for  the  fact  that  an 
artist  on  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  staff,  Mr.  William 
F.  Liddell,  has  a  good  place  on  the  screen  for  his  clever 
sketch  "Stormy  Evening:  Waterloo  Bridge"  (1004).  It 
depicts  a  portion  of  the  Thames  looking  up  the  river  from 
Waterloo  Bridge.  In  the  Architectural  Room  plans  and 
drawings  of  the  "  Nurses'  Home,  Medical  Mission  Hospital, 
Canning  Town"  (1457),  by  H.  Clapham  Lander;  "Branch 
Dispensary,  Nottingham"  (1554),  by  Ernest  R.  Sutton  (a 
handsome  exterior);  and' "  Medical  School  and  Nurses' 
Home,  University  College  Hospital "  (1623),  by  Paul  Water- 
house,  give  an  idea  of  pharmaceutico-medical  architecture. 
A  statue,  "  The  Awakening  "  (1649),  by  F.  Mowbray  Taub- 
man  (our  only  chemist-sculptor),  occupies  a  prominent  posi- 
tion in  the  Central  Hall.  It  is  a  nude  female  figure 
with  bandaged  eyes  and  braided  hair,  in  an  "awaken- 
ing "  attitude.  In  the  Lecture-room  there  are  busts 
of  "Sir  William  Turner"  (1710),  Principal  of  Edin- 
burgh University,  by  Herbert  Hampton,  and  of  "  G.  B. 
Buckton,  Esq.,  F.R.S."  (1764),  the  chemist  and  zoologist, 
by  H.  R.  Hope  Pinker.  In  the  same  room  "  John  Boot, 
Esq."  (1781),  a  bronze  medallion  by  A.  Stanley  Young,  is 
critically  examined  to  make  sure  that  he  is  not  the  militant 
Jesse  in  disguise.  But  the  subject  is  a  benevolent-looking 
gentleman  in  beard  and  spectacles — and  our  mind  is  at 
rest.  "Sir  William  S.  Church,  M.D."  (1793),  formerly 
President  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  forms  the  subject  of 
one  of  three  medals  by  Ethel  A.  C.  Bower. 


Fairchild  Scholarship  and  Prizes. — The  final  date  of  entry 
for  this  competition  is  June  1.  The  examination  will  be  held 
in  London,  Edinburgh,  Dublin,  Manchester,  and  Cardiff,  so 
as  to  enable  candidates  to  attend  at  the  least  possible  expense 
and  inconvenience.  Mr.  A.  E.  Holden,  Secretary  to  the  trus- 
tees, Bath  House,  Holborn  Viaduct,  London,  E.C.,  will  be 
pleased  to  give  any  information  or  help  to  any  prospective  can- 
didate, and  desires  to  impress  upon  them  that  time  is  getting 
short,  so  that  application-forms  should  be  obtained  from  him 
without  delay. 


Xonfcon  Brua  Statistics. 

The  following  statistics  are  compiled  from  information  sup- 
plied by  public  warehouses.  They  relate  to  the  receipts  and 
deliveries  of  some  of  the  leading  drugs  from  and  into  the 
London  public  warehouses  for  the  month  of  April,  1905,  and 
to  the  stocks  on  April  30. 


April 

Stocks 

1905 

Landed 

Delivd. 

1905 

1904 

Imprtd. 

Delivd. 

37 

91 

528 

734 

305 

563 

— 

■  i — 

— 

6 

. — 

1,298 

1,994 

9,122 

11,196 

5,146 
86 

6,849 

Balsams  ...cks,  etc. 

20 

35 

605 

696 

153 

25 

61 

129 

459 

82 

242 

693 

435 

1,451 

592 

2,513 

2,359 

Cardamoms  cs,  etc. 

634 

638 

2.248 

2,375 

1,844 

2,003 

1,923 

1,042 

7,061 

6.281 

5,009 

4,117 

Cocculus  indicus  bgs 

— 

— 

77 

103 

_ 

16 

54 

39 

171 

335 

198 

218 

— 

1 

682 

1,187 

— 

48 

26 

10 

48 

82 

73 

62 

192 

2 

725 

2,660 

313 

508 

Gums 

Ammoniacum  , , 



_ 

5 

10 

1 

1 

28 

59 

271 

498 

163 

369 

418 

1,009 

5.973 

8,340 

3,229 

5,142 

80 

93 

440 

270 

660 

502 

98 

178 

1,062 

1.394 

677 

662 

5,867 

3,728 

23,277 

23,951 

27,874 

23.339 

£05 

353 

2,022 

2,426 

1,604 

1,806 

Galbanum  ... 

— 



— 

3 



3 

8 

10 

24 

7 

48 

42 

Guaiacum  ... 

 . 

2 

59 

58 

43 

45 

Kauri  ...  tons,  net 

162 

119 

839 

1,093 

593 

615 

2 

— 

84 

125 

2 

4 

5 

2 

30 

 : 

19 

Myrrh,  E.I. 

.10 

53 

81 

54 

39 

Olibanum  ... 

299 

297 

2,488 

1,884 

1,103 

647 

148 

440 

1,173 

384 

876 

Tragacanth...  „ 

4,732 

1,071 

8,414 

4,213 

10.284 

5,884 

Ipecacuanha — 

Mat  to  GrosBO  ,, 

7 

84 

211 

383 

79 

173 

7 

55 

106 

6 

38 

Cartagena  ...  ., 

1 

1 

15 

73 

1 

18 

E.I   „ 

34 

45 

10 

11 

35 

73 

Jalap   bis 

6 

180 

117 

59 

Nux  vomica  ....pkgs 

.  232 

230 

1,630 

490 

2,175 

608 

Oils— 

*  Aniseed,  star  ...cs 

14 

256 

257 

20 

52 

40 

18 

141 

106 

170 

112 

53 

75 

186 

633 

5  1 

604 

Cocoa-nut ....  tons 

61 

51 

303 

137 

464 

347 

Olive      cks,  etc. 

173 

125 

785 

1,220 

962 

718 

6 

11 

3 

3,188 

1,474 

204,210 

208,502 

6,787 

11.088 

26 

67 

115 

223 

80 

214 

29 

88 

104 

281 

236 

292 

142 

379 

2,815 

1,930 

1,704 

1,864 

2,346 

5,468 

31.115 

26,472 

15,254 

27,224 

10 

56 

488 

292 

334 

227 

15 

10 

322 

441 

76 

124 

574 

367 

1,397 

1,082 

1,797 

2,084 

„  Japan.. .cs,  etc. 

50 

72 

257 

487 

406 

416 

*  Stocks  of  essential  oils  at  Smith's  Wharf,  Red  Bull  Wharf,  and 
Brewer's  Quay  are  not  included. 

t  Includes  quantity  at  Ked  Lion,  Bull,  and  Smith's  Wharves ; 
also  at  the  Docks. 


SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS  IN  IRELAND. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  on  Thursday  Mr.  Conor  O' Kelly 
asked  the  Chief  Secretary  to  state  the  grounds  on  which  the 
Local  Government  Board  refused  to  sanction  the  acceptance 
by  several  Poor  Law  Boards  in  the  west  of  Ireland  of  the 
tenders  for  the  supply  of  surgical  appliances  of  Messrs.  Adam- 
son  &  Co.,  Ballina,  seeing  that  this  firm  had  already  been 
in  the  past  cgntractors  for  similar  goods  to  several  of  these 
unions,  and  carried  out  their  contracts  in  every  case  with 
satisfaction ;  and  to  state  why,  having  excluded  Messrs. 
Adamson's  tenders  in  several  western  unions,  the  Local 
Government  Board  has  sanctioned  their  tender  in  the  Ballina 
Union. 

Mr.  Walter  Long,  in  reply,  said :  The  Board  refused,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  recognise  this  firm  as  qualified  to  contract 
for  a  number  of  unions,  because  it  did  not  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  the  regulations.  The  firm  subsequently  under- 
took to  comply  with  the  regulations,  and  the  Board  havo 
allowed  it  to  contract  for  a  proportion  of  the  unions  referred 
to,  including  Ballina.  The  Board  were  unable,  however,  to 
allow  the  firm  to  contract  for  the  remaining  unions  for  which 
it  tendered,  as  they  were  satisfied  it  could  not  adequately 
perform  the  contracts. 
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IRews  from  Hbroao. 


A  Large  Apiary  Proprietor  in  Queensland  is  placing  on 
the  Australian  market  blocks  of  compressed  granulated  honey 
in  3-lb.  cartons.  The  moisture  is  extracted  from  the  honey, 
leaving  the  product  sufficiently  soft  to  handle  and  of  a  beau- 
tiful crystalline  appearance.  The  blocks  resemble  hard 
butter. 

The  "  Cyprus  Journal "  remarks  that  the  island  produces 
several  wild  plants  which  yield  essential  oils  of  high  value, 
and  with  cultivation  could  grow  a  much  larger  number 
and  variety  of  such  plants.  A  considerable  quantity  of 
thyme  oil  was  distilled  last  year  and  in  previous  years  under 
contract  with  the  Agricultural  Department.  It  was  all 
exported. 

Bis-Kit  Barred.— A  substance  called  "Bat  Bis-Kit"  is 
sold  quite  largely  in  America  as  a  rodenticide.  The  "  Bis- 
Kits,"  however,  are  so  dangerously  like  ordinary  crackers 
in  appearance  that  the  Health  Boards  of  Detroit  and  two  or 
three  other  cities  have  recently  forbidden  their  sale,  on  the 
ground  that  there  is  considerable  likelihood  that  the  "  Bis- 
Kits "  might  be  consumed  by  persons  who  were  wholly 
unaware  of  their  nature.  Especially  are  children  subject  to 
this  danger. 

Suspended. — Five  members  of  the  senior  class  of  the 
College  of  Pharmacy,  a  branch  of  Columbia  University, 
New  York,  have  been  suspended.  They  are  accused  of 
being  ringleaders  in  various  disturbances  in  the  college, 
directed  mainly  against  the  teachers.  The  crisis  came 
when,  it  is  alleged,  they  disturbed  Professor  Oehler's 
lecture  by  throwing  drugs  and  paper  bombs.  Dean 
Busby  ordered  an  investigation,  and  the  board  of  trustees 
suspended  them. 

A  Success. — The  newly  organised  "  Metropolitan  Betail 
Druggists'  Association  "  of  Greater  New  York  is  proving  a 
great  success.  This  Association  is  wholly  independent  of  the 
several  local  bodies,  and  is  the  New  York  City  branch  of 
the  N.A.B.D.  District  associations  will  be  created  as  a 
part  of  the  general  scheme,  and  thus  the  city  will  be 
thoroughly  organised,  in  the  interests  of  the  direct-contract 
and  serial-numbering  movement.  At  last  it  looks  as  if  the 
N.A.B.D.  scheme  would  work  out  successfully  in  Greater 
New  York.  So  long  as  the  National  Association  tried  to  deal 
with  the  several  more  or  less  conflicting  and  inharmonious 
local  bodies  it  was  quite  impossible  to  do  anything.  The 
large  cutters  are  in  sympathy  with  the  new  organisation 
scheme  and  are  being  represented  among  the  officers. 

The  Library  of  the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy,  which 
now  comprises  over  36,000  volumes,  had,  according  to  Dr. 
Doryeaux,  a  modest  beginning.  When  founded  in  1570  it 
consisted  of  just  nine  works,  still  easily  recognisable  by 
their  calf  bindings.  There  were  two  editions  of  Mesue's 
"  Luminare  Majus  "  (Venice,  1561),  Silvius'  "  De  Medica- 
mentorum,"  the  "Opus  Pandectarum  Medicinas"  of 
Matthceus  Silvaticus,  Cordu's  work  on  materia  medica, 
two  translations  of  Galen,  and  a  huge  folio  of  the 
works  of  Avicenna.  In  1780  the  number  of  volumes  was 
477,  in  1844,  4,461,  and  in  1889, 11,467.  It  was  not  till  1878 
that  a  person  was  appointed  to  act  as  librarian,  and  the 
official  post  was  only  created  in  1881.  Dr.  Dorveaux  has 
been  titulary  since  1884.  A  credit  of  4,000Z.  was  obtained 
in  1902,  and  it  is  reckoned  that  the  existing  accommoda- 
tion will  suffice  until  1955  or  so. 

M.  Augaqneuk,  Professor  of  the  Mixed  Faculty  of 
Medicine  and  Pharmacy  at  Lyons  and  Mayor  of  that  city 
has  been  very  much  in  the  public  eye  in  the  French  Parlia- 
ment. As  chief  of  the  "medical  group"  of  the  Chamber 
he  last  week  received  the  students  of  the  Faculty  of  Medi- 
cine, and  promised  to  endeavour  to  secure  the  reform  of 
their  studies.  In  Committee  on  the  Contagious  Diseases 
question,  he  had  a  lively  passage-at-arms  with  some  other 
medical  men  regarding  the  "Avaries"— by  the  way 
Bneux's  piece  is  being  played  at  Lyons  just  now.  And 
last,  not  least,  he  made  a  temperance  speech  in  the  Cham- 
ber. "  The  consumption  of  certain  fruit  brandies,"  he 
declared,  "like  the  eau  de  vie  de  marc,  is  more  dangerous 
than  that  of  industrial  alcohol.  ...  I  have  abolished  950 
drink-shops  at  Lyons  during  the  four  years  I  have  been 
Mayor  there,  regardless  of  compromising  my  re-election." 


Ancient  Botany. — M.  Charles  Joret,  of  the  Institute, 
Paris,  has  published  the  second  volume  of  his  great  work  on 
"The  History,  Uses,  and  Symbolism  of  Plants  in  Ancient 
and  Mediaeval  Times."  The  first  volume,  which  appeared 
some  seven  years  ago,  dealt  with  Egypt,  Chaldea,  Assyria, 
Judea,  and  Phoenicia.  The  new  volume  treats  of  India.  In 
this  exhaustive  work  chapters  are  devoted  to  the  cultivation 
and  uses  of  tinctorial  and  oleaginous  plants  by  the  Iranians 
and  the  Hindoos.  The  concluding  portion  of  the  second 
volume  traces  the  dim  origin  of  galenical  medicine  and 
pharmacy,  the  use  of  plants  in  sacred  rites  and  in  medicine, 
the  commencement  of  the  healing  art,  strictly  so-called, 
medical  treatises,  and  the  vegetable  remedies  borrowed  by 
the  Persians,  Greeks,  and  Bomans  from  the  ancient  Hindoos. 
To  the  subjects  of  the  Emperor  of  India  this  portion  should 
be  of  special  interest. 


Cancer-treatment. 


Dr.  Lovell  Drage,  of  Hatfield,  gives  in  the  "British 
Medical  Journal "  some  particulars  of  the  treatment  of 
cancer  by  means  of  sodium  orthocoumarate  which  promise 
useful  results.  Cinnamon  oil  was  suggested  as  a  hypodermic 
injection  in  cancer,  its  activity  being  traced  to  cinnamic 
aldehyde.  The  administration  is,  however,  very  painful, 
and  this  has  led  to  a  trial  of  the  sodium  salts  of  the  isomeric 
coumaric  acids.  A  22-per-cent-  solution  of  sodium  ortho- 
coumarate has  been  administered  in  doses  of  25  minims  once 
or  twice  a  week,  and  in  the  cases  under  Dr.  Drage's  obser- 
vation has  been  found  to  exhibit  a  remarkable  inhibiting 
effect  on  the  disease  and,  what  is  very  remarkable,  entire 
relief  from  pain.  The  firm  of  W.  Martindale,  10  New 
Cavendish  Street,  W.,  have  sent  us  a  sample  of  the  injec- 
tion, which  they  have  already  placed  on  the  market.  The 
solution  is  amber-coloured  and  of  a  pleasant  coumarin  odour, 
and  from  the  label  we  note  that  the  injection  is  used  both 
before  and  after  operation. 


SPECTACLE-MAKERS'  COMPANY. 

At  the  Quarterly  Court  Meeting  of  the  Worshipful  Company 
of  Spectacle-Makers,  the  Director  of  Examinations,  Mr: 
Past  Master  W.  H.  E.  Thornthwaite,  F.R.A.S.,  presented,  on 
behalf  of  the  Board  of  Examiners,  for  adoption  the  following 
list  of  successful  candidates  for  the  diplomas  in  general  optics 
and  sight-testing  who  entered  for  the  recent  examinations  in 
Glasgow : 

General  Optics  and  Sight-testing. 
The  following  passed : 
Goodman,  S.L.;- Glasgow 
Ewen,  J.  S.,  Castle  Douglas. 
Robertson,  W.,  Workington 
Murray,  D.  L.,  Glasgow 
Clark,  D.,  Lanark 
Paterson,  A.,  Tillicoultry 
Buchanan,  D.,  Glasgow 
Baird,  J.,  Glasgow 
Eight  candidates  failed. 


King,  J.  B.,  Helensburgh 
Hudson,  R.,  Renton 
Abbott,  J.,  Glasgow 
Baird,  T.  B.  S.,  Glasgow 
Adams,  J.  A.,  Edinburgh 
MacGillivray,  A.  M.,  Peter- 
head 

Barrie,  T.  S.,  Glasgow 


Sight-testing. 
The  following  passed : 

McGregor,  W.  T.,  Ellon  McOwan,  J.,  Crieff 

Reis,  A.  L.,  Edinburgh  Thomson,  J.  M.,  Dundee 

Thirteen  candidates  in  this  examination  failed. 

A  Guinea  for  a  'postcard  in  regard  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  Election  is  offered  this  week.  For  full  particular's 
see  p.  694. 

The  Annual  Dinner  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain  will  be  held  at  the  Whitehall  Rooms,  Hotel  Metro- 
pole,  on  May  16.  Tickets  may  be  had  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  16  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  is  to  be  held  on  May  17, 
at  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C,  at  12  noon. 

Liquorice  Powder.  ^-Enormous  quantities  of  liquorice 
powder  imported  from  Marseilles  have  been  found  adulterated 
with  ground  olive-stones,  which  could  not  be  detected  except 
by  microscopical  examination.  It  was  stated  during  a  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  case  at  Liverpool  this  week  (in  regard 
to  pulv.  glycyrrhiz.  co.)  that  nearly  every  wholesale  house  in 
England  has  been  victimised. 


74 


THE  CHEMIST  ANT)  DHUGGIST  SUPPLEMENT  May  6,  1905 


BOOTS'  THREAT  TO  THE  CHEMISTS. 

In  his  letter  last  week  Mr.  Boot  said  (see  Chemist  and  Druggist,  April  22) :  "  We  intend  to  give  largely  increased  attention  to  tlie 
drug-trade,  and  it  will  be  for  the  trade  to  see  in  the  future  whether  it  has  paid  them  to  grasp  at  the  shadow  of  an  increased  sale  of 
proprietary  goods  and  lose  the  substance  of  the  drug-trade." 

Why  Wait  for  Act  of  Parliament?     If  you  buy  from  the  Standard 
Tablet  Company  you  can  sell  at  Boots'  Price  and  still  make  a  magnificent  profit. 

SEE  THE   PROFITS  AT   BOOTS'   PRICES.  ~3pSf 

If  you  like  to  carry  the  war  into  the  enemy's  country,  there  is  a  big  enough  margin 

to  enable  you  to  undersell  Boots'. 

Boots  advertise  as  leading:  lines:  Cascara  Sagrada  Tablets,  2  grs.,  in  bottles  of  100  for  8irZ.  Cascara  Capsules  (  =  Ext.  fl. 3ss.), 
in  boxes  of  36  for  lOd.   Ammouiated  Quinine  Capsules(  =  tr.  3j.)in  boxes  of  24  at  lOrl.   Bland's  Pills,  gelatin  coated,  in  bottles  of  one  gross,  10(7. 

The  Chemist  and  Druggist's  advice  in  an  editorial,  April  29 :  "  The  only  way  to  deal  with  competition  of  this  kind  by  those  who  feel  it  is 
to  meet  it  completely,  promptly,  and  at  once.  Mere  nibbling  at  cut  prices  is  ineffective  and  unremunerative,  and  if  Mr.  Boot's  future 
policy  is  to  publish  bold  advertisements  of  popular  domestic  medicines  at  cut  rates,  they  may  be  made  to  help  general  sales  if  others  in 
the  same  line  of  business  are  prepared  to  meet  the  demand." 

An  extract  from  a  letter  in  the  Chemist  and  Druggist,  April  29:  "Many  men  in  England  have  built  up  splendid  businesses  of 
£5,000  to  £8,000  a  year  turnover  alongside  of  Boots'  shops,  but  not  on  Scotch  methods— or  old  English  methods  either,  for  that 
matter. — A  Scot  whose  House  is  in  Order." 

Another  Correspondent  in  the  Chemist  and  Druggist  says  :  "  Show  the  public  that  Boots'  is  not  the  only  place  at  which  Blaud's 
pills  at  9d.  per  gross  and  cascara  tablets  at  8^d.  per  100  can  be  obtained.— Yours  very  respectfully,  Hedley  E.  Dwelly, 
Harlesden,  N.W.,  April  26." 


Boots9 


Cascara 
Tablets 

Bottles  of  100 

8$d. 

Standard  Tablet 

Co.'s 
Wholesale  Price 
in  assorted 
gross  order 

5$  d. 

YOUR 
PROFIT 

54; 

per  cent. 


Boots'  Price 
EFFERVESCING  LITHIA 

Bottles  of  40 

H^d. 

Standard  Tablet  Co.'s  Wholesale 
Price 

Tl 

1  2d. 

your  profit  53|  Per  cent- 
PEPSINE  TABLETS  ° 

Boots'  Price  7  Vd.,  profit  100  p.c. 


PHENACETIK  C0MP. 
TABLETS 

Boots'  Price  5d.,  profit  122  percent 


Our  Price, 
2|d. 


Boots'  Price 

Bottle  of  25 

Standard  Tablet  Co.'s 

Wholesale  Price  in 
assorted  gross  order 

1!d. 

your  profit 
"(  0  Q  per  cent. 

Send  for  Price  List  and  Sample. 


Boots'  Price 

BOX  Of  36 

10d. 

Standard  Tablet  Co.'s 
Wholesale  Price 

6id. 

your  profit 

60  per  cent* 


" SELECTED " 

Cascara  Capsules 

(TASTELESS), 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  generally 
acknowledged  to  be  a  superior 
Tonic  Laxa  five. 

Dose. — One  at  Bedtime. 

Each  Capsule  cqxtal  to  half  a  tcaspoonjul  "/ 
tlte  Liquid  Extract  of  Catcara. 


SPACE  FOR   CHEMIST'S  NAME 
AND  ADDRESS. 


Boots'  Price 

Box  of  24 

lOd. 

Standard  Tablet  Co.'s 
Wholesale  Price 

6  d. 

your  profit 

nearly 
54  per  cent- 


CAPSULES  OF 

AMMONIATED 
QUININE. 

Each  Capsule  is  equal  to  about 
one  drachm  of  the  Tincture. 

Dose. — One  Capsule  three  times  a 
day,  or  as  ordered. 


SPACE  FOR  CHEMIST'S  NAME 
AND  ADDRESS. 


THE  STANDARD  TABLET  CO.,  HOVE. 
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Summary 


The  subjoined  paragraphs  give  the  gist  of  the  more  "msportasl. 
matters  in  this  issue,  with  the  object  of  showing  at  a  glance  what. 
has  happened  during  the  week.  See  also  "Contents"  in  thefirsf 
column. 
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X5o  ThinK_  o*Oer  and  Act  on. 

Our  readers  are  requested  to  note  that  the  American,  Cana- 
dian, and  West  Indian  Issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
has  been  fixed  for  Saturday,  May  20.  From  reports  just 
received  from  the  States  and  Canada,  it  would  appear  that 
much  business  is  being  diverted  to  foreign  channels  through 
slacking  of  enterprise  on  the  part  of  British  firms  at  home. 
It  is  hoped,  therefore,  the  opportunity  we  now  present  will 
be  utilised  by  home  firms  for  bringing  forward  their  goods 
with  special  prominence.  Canada  has  given  good  evidence 
of  her  desire  to  trade  with  Great  Britain,  and  it  is  only 
needful  for  firms  on  this  side  to  show  her  what  they  have  to 
offer,  to  mutual  advantage.  The  circulation  to  the  countries 
named  will  be  in  addition  to  our  usual  distribution  to  sub- 
scribers at  home  and  abroad.  Applications  for  space  should 
be  addressed  to  the  Publisher  of  The  Chemist  and  Drug- 
gist, 42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 


A  Guinea  for  a  -postcard  in  regard  to  the  PharmazvurtcriC 
Council  Election  is  offered  this  week-.  For  full  particulate 
see  p.  694. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Grcait 
Britain  is  printed  on  p.  692. 

The  Asfikin  Patent  Action  is  now  being  heard  by  Mc 
Justice  Joyce  in  the  High  Court  (p.  705). 

Recovery  of  methylated  spirit  by  dist;llation  is  now  per- 
mitted to  hat  and  soap  manufacturers  (p.  702). 

Our  Correspondence  Pages  this  week  again  contain  mud? 
comment  on  the  Boots'  advertisements  (p.  712). 

The  Royal  Academy  has  provided  an  artistic  crit'c  witfi 
several  ideas,  which  are  printed  in  the  Coloured  Supplement. 

The  names  of  the  persons  who  last  month  passed  the 
Assistants'  examination  of  the  Apothecaries'  Society  are 
given  on  p.  686. 

The  latest  store  prices  given  this  week  are  supplemented 
by  a  statement  from  the  Civil  Service  Stores  respecting  pro- 
tected articles  (p.  686). 

The  Islington  Medical  Association  has  held  an  inquiry  "111 
regard  to  dispensing  by  doctors,  and  the  results  are  on  the 
whole  satisfactory  to  chemists  (p.  702). 

Some  Subscribers  have  written  to  us  suggesting  a  tra^ie. 
fund  to  counteract  company  misrepresentation,  and  in  reply- 
to  them  we  make  a  suggestion  which  appeals  to  individuals. 
See  p.  703. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Henry  F  rancis,  of  IMelbourne,  a  brother 
of  the  late  Mr.  G.  Baggett  Francis,  of  London,  is  reportcd. 
His  portrait  and  some  notes  of  his  career  will  be  found  on 
p.  695. 

The  New  Major  Examination  Syllabus  provides  for  all 
candidates  being  proficient  in  materia  medica  and  phar- 
maceutics, and  passing  also  in  botany  or  chemistry  and  physics 
(p.  690). 

"A  Private  Members'  Bill"  is  the  title  of  a  two-col usr<z 
advertisement  in  the  ''Times,"  written  by  one  of  its  staff 
on  behalf  of  the  Drug  Companies  Association,  Ltd.  We 
review  it  on  p.  701. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Council  Election  has  again  given  t\vi 
Edinburgh  Chemists'  Trade  Association  the  opportunity  of 
questioning  candidates.  The  questions  and  the  replies  "will 
be  found  on  p.  693. 

Questions  in  regard  to  industrial  alcohol  were  put  to  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  on  Wednesday,  and  in  reply  t<s 
one  he  said  that  the  Bill  dealing  with  the  matter  is  now 
being  drafted  (p.  698). 

A  Novel  Decision  in  respect  to  warranty  under  the  Sal© 
of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  has  been  given  by  the  Thames  Police. 
Court  Magistrate  in  a  butter  case.  He  rules  that  a  warranty 
to  be  valid  must  be  part  of  the  contract  (p.  705). 

Mr.  D.  B.  Dott  has  discussed  the  Major  examination  ra 
Edinburgh,  and  speakers  discussing  his  paper  attribute 
paucity  of  candidates  to  lack  of  facilities  for  tuition  and 
Minor  candidates'  pockets  being  empty  when  they  pass 
(p.  710). 

Mr.  W.  H.  Lenton,  in  a  series  of  notes  contributed  to  ths> 
Liverpool  Chemists'  Association,  deals  with  conf.  sennse,  est 
taraxaci  liq.,  oxymel  scillse,  the  assay  of  opium,  and  other 
practical  topics.  Other  pharmacists  added  hints  in  the  dis- 
cussion, all  of  which  is  reported  on  p.  708  et  seq. 

Professor  C.  R.  C.  Tichborne,  of  Dublin,  a  past  President 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  died  on  Monday. 
The  Council  of  the  Society  at  its  meeting  on  Wednesday 
passed  a  vote  of  sympathy  and  immediately  adjourned  out  of 
respect  to  his  memory  (p.  694).  We  deal  with  Professor  TicSi- 
borne's  career  in  a  note  on  p.  696. 

A  Number  of  rather  important  changes  have  occurred  ij» 
market  prices,  including  an  advance  in  pyrogallic  acid,  atro- 
pine, eserine,  the  minor  salts  of  caffeine,  uranium,  menthol, 
and  peppermint  oil.  Lemon,  castor,  and  cod-liver  oik  are 
lower ;  while  sulphate  of  copper,  Mogador  coriander,  aiife 
quinine  are  easier.  A  large  auction  of  drugs  wilf  be  held 
next  week,  and  this  fact  keeps  business  at  a  minimuisi 
(p.  713).  .  " 

The  Leeds  Magistrate  has  convicted  all  the  defendants  irc 
the  Section  17  cases  respecting  the  sale  of  Easton's  syrup  and- 
voratrine  vermin-killer  to  unknown  persons.  His  judgment 
is  given  on  p.  703.  We  discuss  the  decision,  showing  thai 
that  part  of  it  dealing  with  vermin-killers,  if  sustained, 
transfers  at  least  four  other  sets  of  poisons  now  in  Part  2  intc- 
Part  1,  and  we  suggest  that  it  is  the  Pharmaceutical  Council*: 
duty  to  intervene  (p.  700). 
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JEnglteb  IRews. 

Local  newspapers  containing  marked   items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor, 


Brevities. 

Nine  chemists  and  druggists  failed  in  April,  as  compared 
with  fourteen  in  April,  1904. 

At  Sproatley  on  April  26,  a  farm  servant,  named  What- 
ling,  was  fined  11.,  and  3s.  costs,  for  administering  drugs  to 
horses. 

The  Exeter  Town  Council  have  accepted  the  tender  of 
Messrs.  Broom  &  Reid,  chemists,  Queen  Street,  Exeter,  for 
the  supply  of  disinfectants  to  the  sanatorium. 

The  off  wine-licence  attached  to  the  business  at  7  Market 
Place,  Boston,  has  been  transferred  from  Mr.  F.  Thomas, 
chemist  and  druggist,  to  Mr.  C.  F.  Cooke,  chemist  and 
druggist. 

The  next  examinations  of  the  British  Optical  Association 
will  be  held  in  London  on  May  29,  30,  and  31.  Particulars 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Secretary,  Mr.  J.  H.  Sutcliffe, 
199  Piccadilly,  London,  W. 

A  verdict  of  manslaughter  having  been  returned  by  a 
coroner's  jury  against  the  Bermondsey  man  Lucas,  who  is 
alleged  to  have  choked  his  wife  with  a  cloth  soaked  in 
ammonia,  he  has  been  committed  for  trial  on  the  Coroner's 
warrant. 

Alderman  Pound,  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  is  making  a 
public  appeal  for  funds  to  help  the  work  of  the  City  Dis- 
pensary. Intending  subscribers  should  address  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Dispensary,  at  29  and  30  College  Street,  Dowgate 
Hill,  E.C. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  West  Riding  Rivers  Board  at 
Sheffield  on  April  28,  it  was  agreed  that  the  salary  of 
Dr.  Calvert,  the  chief  chemical  assistant,  be  increased  this 
year  from  250?.  to  300/.,  with  annual  increases  of  25/.  to 
a  maximum  of  400/.  per  annum. 

At  the  Central  Criminal  Court  on  May  2,  Arthur  Eddy, 
described  as  a  chemist,  but  not  on  the  Register  of  Chemists 
and  Druggists,  was  sentenced  to  three  years'  penal  servitude 
for  obtaining  money  from  a  Mr.  Clatworthy,  of  Plymouth, 
by  false  pretences. 

The  public  analyst  of  Greenwich  examined  during  the 
past  quarter  eight  samples  of  glycerin,  three  of  cod-liver  oil, 
and  one  of  camphorated  oil,  and  found  all  genuine.  During 
the  same  period  the  samples  examined  by  the  public  analyst 
of  Bethnal  Green  included  three  of  cocaine,  all  of  which 
were  genuine. 

As  Formerly. 

Parcel  mails  for  Australia,  the  Fiji  Islands,  and  Ceylon 
are  now  despatched  weekly,  as  formerly.  Parcels  intended 
for  inclusion  in  the  mails  for  India,  Egypt,  Australia,  and 
the  East  generally,  conveyed  by  sea  from  the  Thames, 
should  be  posted  in  time  to  reach  the  General  Post-office, 
London,  not  later  than  8  p.m.  on  Wednesdays.  Parcels 
intended  for  despatch  by  the  overland  route  of  Italy  should 
be  posted  in  time  to  reach  London  very  early  on  Wednesday 
morning. 

Early  Closing. 

The  sixty-second  annual  report  of  the  Early  Closing 
Association,  just  issued,  is  a  record  of  good  work  done. 
On  the  new  Board  of  Management  there  are  now  two 
pharmacists — Mr.  Harold  Mitchell,  of  Forest  Gate,  and 
Mr.  F.  Walter  Gwinn,  of  Leytonstone.  A  Thursday  one- 
o'clock  closing  has  been  further  extended  during  the  past 
year  to  East  London,  while  north,  south,  east,  and  west 
the  Wednesday,  Thursday,  or  Saturday  half-holiday  has 
made  distinct  headway.  The  Easter  holidays  are  now 
becoming  a  regular  Thursday-to-Tuesday  feature,  thanks 
to  the  efforts  of  the  Association.  Christmas  holidays  are 
likewise  being  universally  extended.  With  regard  to  the 
passing  of  the  Shop-hours  Act,  1904,  and  its  working,  the 
steps  taken  by  the  Association  to  secure  the  Act  are  con- 
cisely detailed,  and  the  efforts  made  by  the  Association  to 
have  the  new  Act  put  into  force.  The  resignation  of  Lord 
Avebury  from  the  presidency  of  the  Association  is  referred 
to  with  regret.  In  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  Lord  Avebury 
enclosed  a  20/.  subscription  and  intimated  that  he  will 
always  be  pleased  to  consult  with  the  Board.  The  financial 
statement  shows  a  credit  balance  of  236/. 


Apothecaries'  Assistants'  Examination. 
The  following  candidates  have  been  granted  the  certificate 
of  qualification  to  act  as  an  assistant  to  an  apothecary  in  com- 
pounding and  dispensing  medicines  :  E.  M.  Barnett,  D.  E. 
Barnwell,  E.  E.  Bingham,  A.  A.  Bramley,  D.  W.  Breunan, 
C.  F.  E.  Busse,  G.  Calver,  M.  M.  Chilton,  M.  S.  Cobb, 
H.  L.  Corner,  J.  L.  Coxon,  P.  M.  Donaldson,  G.  G.  Douglas. 

A.  F.  Essex,  M.  A.  Fraser,  E.  B.  Graham.  M.  H.  Griffiths^ 
F.  M.  Harvey,  J.  R.  Jackson,  M.  L.  Jarvis,  W.  H.  Jeffery, 

F.  Lings,  M.  A.  Lobley,  E.  M.  Lowndes,  M.  McAllister, 

G.  McCarthy,  C.  E.  Master,  K.  M.  Millett,  B.  F.  Morgan, 
C.  M.  Palmer,  D.  A.  Pearse,  H.  E.  Peerless,  F.  L.  Pooled 
M.  A.  Price,  G.  Reed,  A.  M.  Sanders.  K.  L.  Shakespeare, 
S.  Sharp,  I.  Sievwright,  D.  Smith,  L.  E.  Smith,  L  F. 
Taunton,  E.  W.  Thomas,  E.  B.  Tyson,  E.  N.  Wade,  J.  P 
Whitehead,  K.  F.  Wilkinson,  G.  T.  Williams,  F.  Wolsey. 

Institute  of  Chemistry. 
The  pass-list  of  the  April  examinations  shows  the 
following  passes  :  In  the  Intermediate  examination,  J.  D. 
Kettle,  B.Sc.  (Lond.),  E.  A.  Macadam,  and  R.  Simmons. 
In  the  Final  examination  for  the  Associateship  (A.I.C.), 
J.  A.  B.  O'Shaughnessy,  Assoc.R.C.Sc.  (Lond.).  and  E. 
Rhodes,  B.Sc.  (Vict.);  inorganic  chemistry,  S.  J.  M.  Auld, 
Ph.D.  (Wiirzburg),  H.  W.  Goodwin,  and  R.  Robison ;  and 
in  the  branch  of  the  analysis  of  food  and  drugs  and  of 
water,  including  an  examination  in  therapeutics,  phar- 
macology, and  microscopy,  J.  H.  Barnes,  B.Sc.  (Birm.), 
J.  W.  Brisbane,  D.  Gair,  B.Sc.  (Lond.),  H.  G.  Harrison, 

B.  A.  (Cantab.),  R.  Park,  and  J.  Race.  One  candidate 
passed  an  examination  for  the  Fellowship  (F.I.C.)  :  A.  E. 
Brown,  B.Sc.  (Lond.).  The  examiners  in  chemistry  were 
Mr.  W.  W.  Fisher,  M.A.  (Oxon.),  F.I.C,  and  Dr.  G.  G. 
Henderson,  M.A.,  F.I.C.  The  examination  in  thera- 
peutics, pharmacology  and  microscopy  was  conducted  by 
Dr.  F.  Gowland  Hopkins,  M.A.,  F.I.C. 

The  Pharmacy  Bill. 
The  "Bristol  Press"  of  April  27  contained  "Points  in 
the  Pharmacy  Bill"  by  A.  W.  (apparently  a  pharmacist), 
who  succeeded  in  giving  the  gist  of  the  Bill  in  a  fair  way 
(he  is  a  pro-curriculumist),  and  concluded  by  saying  : 

Once  let  it  be  realised  that,  should  this  Bill  pass,  the 
public  will    undoubtedly  be  more   securely  safeguarded 
against  poisoning,  and  that  one  of  its  provisions  is  to  afford 
greater  facilities  for  qualifying  as  chemists  and  druggists, 
whereby  the  pharmaceutical  sphere  may  be  expanded  and 
extended,  then  the  outcome  will  be  that  the  general  com- 
munity will  take  far  greater  interest  than  hitherto  in  this 
Pharmacy  Bill  now  before  Parliament. 
"Invalid"  having  written  to  a  local  paper  asking,  in 
effect,  whether  it  is  Mr.  Jesse  Boot  or  Mr.  G.  T.  W. 
Newsholme  who  is  "grossly  inaccurate"  about  the  Phar- 
macy Bill,  Mr.  Newsholme  promptly  replied  : 

The  object,  of  the  Bill  is  not  to  smash  the  drug  com- 
panies, as  "  Invalid  "  appears  to  have  been  led  to  believe 
by  the  advertisements  of  Mr.  Jesse  Boot  .  .  .  but  to  bring 
companies  into  line  with  individuals.  One  of  the  reasons 
for  the  Bill  is  to  prevent  companies  using  the  titles  of 
individuals  conferred  after  examination  and  registration. 
Mr.  Newsholme  proceeds  to  explain  why  by  giving  a 
resume  of  the  Bill. 

Store-prices. 

The  price-alterations  in  the  May  circular  of  the  Civil 

Service  Stores  include  the  following  : 

Advanced. — Brill's  sea-salt,  Is.  4c7.  per  box  of  12;  King's 
dandelion  pills.  Is.  per  box;  Nichol's  infants'  food,  l^d.  per 
packet ;  Nichol's  toilet-soap,  5d.  per  tablet. 

Reduced. — Cod-liver  oil,  finest  Anglo-Norwegian,  b^d. 
per  8-oz.  bot., ;  Is.  per  16-oz.  bot.,  Is.  lid.  per  32-oz.  bot., 
8s.  per  gal.  wickered  jar;  cod-liver  oil  emulsion,  8^d.  per 
6-oz.  bot.,  Is.  4t7.  per  12-oz.  bot. ;  glycerin,  pure  (by  weight), 
Ad.  per  5-oz.  bot.,  Id.  per  10-oz.  bot.,  Is.  Id.  per  20-oz.  bot. 

A  fly-leaf,  printed  in  red  and  gummed  on  the  inside  cover 

of  the  half-yearly  list  just  published,  is  to  the  following 

effect  : 

Pressure  from  traders  combined  in  an  association  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  up  the  retail  prices  of  proprietary 
articles  has  caused  certain  manufacturers  to  fix  minimum 
prices  below  which  their  articles  must  not  be  sold.  Whilst  the 
Civil  Service  Supply  Association,  for  the  convenience  of  its 
members,  continues  in  some  cases  to  supply  those  goods  at 
the  prices  fixed  by  the  makers — prices  frequently  much 
higher  than  the  Committee  of  Management  would  desire  to 
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charge — the  extra  profits  derived  from  the  sale  of  those 
articles  are  utilised  in  reducing  the  prices  of  the  great 
variety  of  other  goods  in  which  there  is  and  can  be  no 
limitation  of  price. 

Dinner  to  Mr.  Tyrer. 
Details  of  the  complimentary  dinner  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Tyrer  are  now  available  for  publication.  It  should  be 
noted  that  the  dinner  is  the  outcome  of  a  meeting  of  a 
joint  committee  of  the  Chemical-trade  Section  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry, 
the  Drug  Club,  the  Society  of  Motor  Manufacturers  and 
Traders,  the  West  India  Committee,  and  the  Automobile 
Club,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  representatives 
of  applied  pharmacy  appreciate  Mr.  Tyrer's  untiring 
efforts  in  obtaining  facilities  for  using  untaxed  alcohol 
in  manufacturing-operations.  The  dinner  is  to  be  held  at 
the  Trocadero  Restaurant  on  May  25,  and  tickets  (one 
guinea  each)  are  obtainable  from  Mr.  Kenric  B.  Murray, 
the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Oxford  Court,  Cannon 
Street,  E.C.  The  price  of  the  tickets  includes  wine  and 
cigars,  and  there  is,  we  hear,  to  be  an  exceptionally  repre- 
sentative gathering  at  the  function.  An  illuminated 
address  and  piece  of  plate,  which  is  being  subscribed  for 
by  his  admirers,  is  to  be  presented  to  Mr.  Tyrer  during 
the  course  of  the  evening. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Chapman,  pharmacist.  Bristol  Street,  has  been 
appointed  for  the  fifteenth  time  Vicar's  Warden  of  the 
parish  of  St.  Luke. 

Mr.  Coole-Kneale  has  been  elected  President  of  the 
Shirley  Institute.  He  is  the  "University  lecturer  on  materia 
medica  and  pharmacy. 

At  the  good  old  age  of  ninety-five,  Mrs.  Gibbons,  one  of 
the  original  members  of  the  family  of  Cadbury,  died  at 
Edgbaston  on  April  27.  Her  father,  Richard  Tapper 
Cadbury,  went  to  Birmingham  from  Exeter. 

The  Sands-Cox  Provident  Dispensary,  of  which  Mr. 
Josiah  Austin,  chemist,  Gravelly  Hill,  is  Hon.  Secretary, 
has  just  issued  its  annual  report.  The  charity  allows_  the 
subscribers  to  call  in  their  own  medical  man,  and  trained 
nurses  are  supplied  for  a  small  fee. 

SbeSeld  Notss. 

Mr.  John  Evans,  A.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  of  the  city  analyst's 
staff,  has  been  made  a  Fellow  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry. 

The  Hospital  Sunday  Fund  collection  this  year  amounted 
to  1,800?.  19.s.  Id.,  and  after  payment  of  expenses  a  net 
sum  of  1,1121.  lis.  Id.  has  been  divided  between  the  four 
chief  medical  charities  of  the  city. 

The  golf  match  between  Messrs.  R.  D.  Douglas  and 
F.  W.  Whitworth  and  Dr.  White  and  Mr.  H.  Antcliffe 
was  played  as  arranged  on  Thursday  last  week  at  Fiskale. 
It  proved  to  be  a  most  exciting  contest,  the  teams  being 
equal  at  the  fourteenth  hole.  Messrs.  Douglas  and  Whit- 
worth eventually  proved  victorious  by  18  holes  to  17.  The 
match  apparently  had  an  educational  as  well  as  a  recreative 
side,  for  certain  of  the  southerners  concerned  have  been 
giving  their  friends  and  relatives  the  "creeps"  with  the 
weird  "  gaelic  "  with  which  they  have  since  garnished  their 
conversation. 

The  Annual  "Weight. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Derby  Board  of  Guardians  on  May  2, 
Mr.  Blount,  in  moving  the  confirmation  of  the  minutes  of 
the  Dispensary  Committee,  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
last  year  51,894  prescriptions  were  made  up,  being  an  in- 
crease of  2,000  compared  with  those  of  1903.  Cough-mix- 
ture to  a  weight  of  5  tons  10  cwt.  2  qrs.  was  made,  as 
against  3  tons  18  cwt.  in  the  previous  year ;  chlorodyne, 
1,903  lbs.  in  1904.  compared  with  l,324*lbs.  in  1903.  In 
addition,  43,750  pills  were  given  away,  as  well  as  252  bottles 
of  malt  and  cod-liver  oil. 

Smuggling  Saccharin. 
At  Grimsby  on  May  2,  Robert  Hill,  managing  director 
of  Messrs.  W.  Hill  &  Son,  Ltd.,  mineral-water  manufac- 
turers, Grimsby,  was  charged  with  harbouring  and  conceal- 
ing a  quantity  of  saccharin  upon  which  duty  had  not  been 
paid.  Mr.  T.  H.  Ward,  who  prosecuted  for  the  Customs 
Commissioners,  stated  that  the  authorities  claimed 
293?.  12s.  6d.,  the  treble  value  and  duty  of  a  quantity  of 


saccharin  found  stored  upon  the  defendant's  premises.  A 
Customs  officer  gave  evidence  of  having  visited  Messrs. 
Hill  &  Co.'s  works  where  he  saw  the  foreman,  named 
Bellamy,  of  whom  he  demanded  to  see  all  the  saccharin 
upon  the  premises.  In  the  "syrup-room"  Mr.  Hill  opened 
a  cupboard,  in  one  compartment  of  which  were  some  thirty 
tins  of  saccharin.  These  were  tins  of  the  Saccharin  Cor- 
poration of  Great  Britain,  and  were  quite  regular.  In 
another  compartment,  however,  were  eighteen  square  tins, 
each  holding  about  1  kilo.  (2  lbs.  3  oz.)  of  saccharin, 
and  there  were  also  eight  smaller  tins  holding  about  1  lb. 
each.  These  latter  tins  were  labelled  "  Raspberryade," 
though  containing  in  reality  saccharin.  Corroborative 
evidence  having  been  given,  Mr.  Mason,  for  the  defence, 
said  that  in  April  1901  Mr.  Max  Hilbert,  an  essence- 
manufacturer,  of  Hamburg,  called  to  see  Messrs.  Bellamy, 
whose  works  were  situated  close  to  the  defendant's.  He 
offered  to  let  Mr.  Bellamy  have  2  cwt.  of  saccharin  at  16s. 
per  lb.  Mr.  Bellamy  did  not  require  so  large  a  quantity, 
and  Mr.  Hill  offered  to  take  half.  Mr.  Hill  paid  Mr. 
Bellamy  173/.  13s.  4d.,  and  transferred  the  bulk  of  the 
saccharin  to  a  number  of  smaller  tins  for  convenience  in 
storage,  and  the  whole  of  the  powder  was  placed  in  the 
essence-cupboard.  The  Saccharin  Corporation  heard  of  the 
transaction,  and,  having  a  monopoly  in  Britain  for  the 
supply  of  saccharin,  they  compelled  Mr.  Bellamy  to  pay 
25/.  as  an  indemnity,  and  to  purchase  1  cwt.  of  saccharin 
from  them.  Mr.  Hill  paid  his  proportion  of  the  indemnity, 
and  also  took  about  half  of  the  additional  saccharin.  None 
of  the  Hamburg  saccharin  had  been  used  by  the  defend- 
ants until  1904.  and  the  powder  seized  by  the  officers  was 
the  residue  of  that  purchase.  After  hearing  corroborative 
evidence  by  the  Customs-collector  of  Goole,  the  Magistrates 
decided  to  record  a  conviction  against  the  company,  and 
inflicted  a  fine  of  10/.  The  saccharin  that  was  seized  would 
be  confiscated  by  the  authorities. 

The  Coroner  on  Combination. 
At  an  inquest  held  at  Bournemouth  on  April  27  on  the 
body  of  Mrs.  Olive  Carmichael,  the  wife  of  a  retired 
army  lieutenant  and  a  resident  of  Boscombe,  the  jury 
returned  a  verdict  that  death  was  due  to  laudanum-poison- 
ing during  temporary  insanity.  Mr.  F.  Rose,  pharmaceu- 
tical chemist,  Boscombe,  said  one  of  the  bottles  (produced 
in  court)  was  supplied  by  his  firm,  and  their  rule  was  to 
ask  the  purchaser  for  what  purpose  the  poison  was  re- 
quired. An  assistant  from  Boots,  Ltd.,  of  Boscombe, 
identified  another  bottle,  and  remembered  on  one  occasion 
having  supplied  the  deceased,  who  was  a  regular  customer, 
with  laudanum,  which  she  said  was  required  for  outward 
application.  As  the  lady  was  a  regular  customer,  the 
laudanum  was  supplied  without  hesitation.  The  Coroner 
(Dr.  Kinsey  Morgan)  thought  there  should  be  some  re- 
striction on  the  sale  of  laudanum,  and  some  good  might 
result  if  chemists  combined  and  took  action  in  the  matter 
of  its  sale,  as  that  would  make  it  less  easy  for  people  to 
obtain  the  drug.  It  was  explained  that  chemists  had  tried 
to  get  the  drug  scheduled,  but  the  Privy  Council  would 
not  give  consent.  The  Coroner  repeated  his  remarks  as  to 
the  value  of  combination,  and  said  this  was  the  second 
case  of  the  kind  in  Bournemouth. 

Fire. 

Mr.  S.  W.  Bowness,  chemist  and  druggist,  had  a  disas- 
trous fire  at  his  Luddendenfoot  establishment  on  April  29. 
Mr.  Bowness  has  establishments  at  Ripponden  and  Lud- 
dendenfoot, and  the  latter  branch  is  managed  by  Mr. 
William  Morton,  who,  on  the  date  named,  was  in  the  act 
of  removing  a  jar  containing  about  a  gallon  of  benzoline, 
when  by  some  accident  the  bottle  was  upset,  and  the 
liquid  caught  fire.  The  Luddendenfoot  District  Council's 
Fire-brigade  was  promptly  on  the  spot,  and  prevented  the 
fire  from  spreading  to  adjoining  buildings.  It  was  fully 
an  hour  before  the  fire  was  effectually  subdued.  The 
damage  to  stock  is  estimated  at  over  500/.,  and  the  build- 
ings at  about  100/. 

Cricket. 

With  the  advent  of  the  cricket  season,  the  members  of 
the  Nottingham  Chemists'  Athletic  Club  are  getting  into 
fighting  form,  and  an  attractive  fixture-list  has  been  pre- 
pared, among  the  opponents  being  the  Sheffield  and  the 
Leicester  chemists.     To  inaugurate  the  season,  a  trial 
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match  has  been  arranged  between  elevens  captained  by  the 
Kaptain  and  Vice-Captain  respectively.  A  swimming 
branch  in  connection  with  the  club  is  in  contemplation. 

A  Mysterious  Poisoning. 
A  singular  case  of  poisoning  occurred  in  the  Leman  Road 
district  of  York  on  April  28,  resulting  in  the  death  of  a 
!k>y  named  Scott,  aged  seven.  Several  children  were  play- 
ing near  the  North-Eastern  Railway's  electric  works,  when 
»ne  found  a  box  containing  what  the  children  took  to  be 
"spanish."  Several  tasted  the  stuff  and  were  subsequently 
taken  very  ill,  but  only  one  died.  An  inquest  was  held 
sn  May  2  at  the  York  County  Hospital,  the  medical  evi- 
dence pointing  to  belladonna-poisoning,  it  being  stated  that 
ihe  contents  of  the  box  were  either  belladonna,  stramonium, 
?r  hyoscyamus  extract.  The  inquiry  was  adjourned  to  allow 
analyses  to  be  made. 

A  Serioxis  Charge. 
At  the  Cardiff  Police  Court  on  May  3,  William  Patrick 
"Brooks  .(35),  surgeon,  and  Arthur  Stainton  Price  (30), 
chemist  and  druggist,  were  charged  with  having  used  a 
s-ertain  instrument  with  intent  to  procure  the  miscarriage  of 
a  girl  named  Hilda  Gladys  Harris,  aged  fifteen,  of  Aber- 
&argoed.  The  police  evidence  was  to  the  effect  that  Dr. 
Brooks  on  being  apprehended  stated  that  he  only  found 
lodgings  for  the  girl,  and  had  got  himself  into  the  mess 
Ihrough  doing  a  good  turn  for  Price,  who,  he  said,  admitted 
having  relations  with  the  girl.  Price  was  arrested  at  his 
shop  in  Portmanmoor  Road.  Prisoners  were  remanded, 
iiaii  being  refused.  Price,  it  is  said,  hails  from  Rowley 
Regis,  were  he  obtained  a  certificate  to  enable  him  to  prac- 
tise midwifery.  Afterwards  he  went  to  Bath,  and  as  a 
Volunteer  served  in  the  South  African  War.  For  about 
lihree  years  he  has  carried  on  business  as  a  chemist  in  Port- 
manmoor Road,  Cardiff,  under  the  style  of  A.  S.  Price  & 
Co.  Dr.  Brooks  was  educated  for  the  Roman  Catholic 
priesthood,  but  finally  decided  to  turn  his  attention  to  medi- 
cine. After  practising  for  some  years  in  Cardiff,  he  went 
iv  Yorkshire,  but  afterwards  returned  to  Cardiff,  where  he 
Sad  an  extensive  practice  in  the  Roath  and  Spotlands  dis- 
tricts. In  addition  to  a  surgery  in  Constellation  Street,  he 
Sad  a  consulting-room  at  the  shop  of  Mr.  Price.  Dr.  Brooks 
took  an  active  part  in  public  affairs,  and  was  at  one  time  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

Alleged  Printing  Frauds. 
At  Tower  Bridge  Police  Court  on  May  2,  Richard 
Udward  King,  a  Twickenham  printer,  was  charged  with 
obtaining  by  false  pretences  a  quantity  of  printed  matter, 
Talue  87.  7s.  6d.,  with  intent  to  defraud  Mr.  R.  W.  Bowers, 
t>i  Bowers  Bros.,  printers,  89  Blackfriars  Road,  S.E. 
Another  charge  against  King  was  heard  of  obtaining 
atereo-plates  to  the  value  of  157.  from  Mr.  H.  Silverlock, 
Medical-label  printer  and  engraver,  of  92  Blackfriars  Road, 
S.E.  Evidence  was  given  by  Mr.  Bowers  and  by  Mr. 
SOverlock,  but  the  latter  was  not  able  to  speak  personally 
to  all  the  details,  and  the  accused  was  remanded  on  100/. 
iail  for  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Silverlock's  foreman. 

The  Week's  Poisonings. 

Only  one  of  the  fourteen  fatalities  that  are  reported  as 
Saving  occurred  during  the  past  week  from  poisons  was  a 
Misadventure.  This  was  the  case  of  a  Shepherd's  Bush 
labourer  named  Henry  Johnson,  who  drank  a  solution  of 
Mchromate  of  potash  in  place  of  gin.  The  solution  belonged 
to  a  French  polisher  named  Vine,  who  kept  it  in  a  gin  bottle. 
Vine  told  the  Coroner  at  the  inquest  on  Johnson  that  he 
bought  a  pennyworth  of  bichromate  of  potash  and  mixed  it 
with  water  to  use  for  his  work.  There  were  no  restrictions, 
tie  said,  on  the  sale  of  the  bichromate ;  he  could  buy  it  at 
any  oilshop.  During  the  twenty  years  he  had  been  engaged 
n  the  work  he  had  never  had  a  "  Poison  "  label  on  the  bottle, 
iut  he  would  be  more  particular  in  future. — Three  suicides 
were  caused  by  unscheduled  poisons.  Fanny  Holmes,  a 
Srimsby  woman,  drank  a  solution  of  ammonia ;  Hannah 
Griffin,  of  Devonport,  took  a  fatal  dose  of  an  embrocation 
consisting  of  ammonia,  turpentine  and  sweet  oil ;  and  Jane 
Barnes  died  in  West  Bromwich  Infirmary  from  the  effects  of 
poisoning  by  phosphorus. — Among  the  scheduled  poisons 
strychnine  was  chosen  by  three  suicides.  An  ex-soldier  took 
i  in  the  form  of  rat-poison  in  a  casual  ward  at  Manchester. 
At  Stockport,  Mary  England,  a  domestic  servant,  poisoned 


herself  with  strychnine,  and  although  inquiries  were  made 
among  the  chemists  of  Stockport,  Ashton,  and  district,  no 
information  could  be  obtained  as  to  where  deceased  got  the 
poison.  At  Southsea,  Thomas  Edwin  Coleman  went  to  the 
shop  of  Mr.  John  Vine,  chemist,  Fratton  Road,  for  some 
poison,  but  Mr.  Vine  refused  to  serve  him.  Later  on  Cole- 
man returned  with  a  friend  known  to  Mr.  Vine,  and  the 
chemist  thereupon  supplied  6  gr.  of  strychnine  "  to  destroy 
a  cat."  Coleman  did  not  sign  the  poisons-book,  the  book 
being  mislaid  at  the  time ;  but  Mr.  Vine  intended  to  paste 
the  memorandum  form  in  the  book  when  he  found  it  again. 
Coleman  took  the  strychnine  and  died. — William  C.  G. 
Wilson,  a  well-known  Reigate  jeweller,  poisoned  himself 
with  potassium  cyanide. — Mary  Oliver,  a  Manchester 
domestic,  poisoned  herself  with  perchloride  of  mercury 
tablets  taken  from  her  mistress's  bedroom. — Alfred  Langdon 
(50),  of  Hackney,  drank  a  solution  of  oxalic  acid  and  died  in 
a  ditch  at  Charlton  Marshes. — The  Rev.  W.  E.  Thompson 
was  found  dead  in  his  bedroom  at  Cheltenham,  with  an 
empty  bottle  which  had  contained  chlorodyne  and  another 
bottle  half  full  beside  the  body. — Harry  Dobson,  a  pro- 
fessional vocalist,  poisoned  himself  with  laudanum  at 
Barnsley. — Edmund  Fowler,  a  Birmingham  man  visiting 
Bath,  took  fourteen  sleeping-draughts  at  one  dose.  This 
represented  300  grains  of  chloral  and  600  grains  of  bromide 
of  potassium,  according  to  evidence  at  the  inquest. 


3risb  IRews. 

Loeal  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  Interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 

The  Preliminary  Examination. 
The  Lords  Justices  and  Privy  Council  in  Ireland  have 
made  an  order  approving  of  the  following  regulations  under 
the  authority  of  the  Pharmacy  Act  (Ireland),  1875,  and  the 
Pharmacy  Act  (Ireland),  1875,  Amendment  Act  of  1890  : 
"  That  in  the  Preliminary  examinations  a  candidate  must 
obtain  30  per  cent,  in  each  sub-division  of  Latin  and  in  the 
optional  subject."  "That  in  the  Preliminary  examination 
a  candidate  who  obtains  70  per  cent,  of  the  total  marks,  and 
not  less  than  50  per  cent,  in  each  subject,  shall  be  awarded 
a  pass  with  honours." 

Personal. 

Mr.  J.  Tyrie  Turner,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  been 
appointed  rector's  warden  for  the  parish  of  Carrick-on-Suir. 

Mr.  William  Allen,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  been 
elected  a  member  of  the  Select  Vestry  of  Grangegorman 
parish,  Dublin. 

Dr.  J.  Mason,  of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall  of  Ireland,  has 
been  elected  a  member  of  the  Select  Vestry  of  Leeson  Park 
Church,  Dublin 

Mr.  J.  E.  Brunker,  M.A.,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has 
been  elected  a  member  of  the  Select  Vestry  of  the  Maglough 
Church,  Palmerston  Park,  Dublin. 

Mr.  R.  F.  McCartney,  pharmaceutical  chemist.  The 
Diamond,  Coleraine,  has  been  re-elected  people's  warden 
of  St.  Patrick's  Church,  Coleraine. 

Mr.  A.  C.  McBride,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  manager  of 
the  Armagh  Medical  Hall,  has  been  elected  a  member  of  the 
Select  Vestry  of  the  parish  of  Armagh. 

Mr.  Robert  White,  registered  druggist.  Lower  Camden 
Street,  Dublin,  has  been  elected  a  member  of  the  Select 
Vestry  of  the  Molyneux  Church,  Dublin. 

Mr.  Clement  B.  Vance,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  pro- 
prietor of  the  Medical  Hall,  Greystones,  has  been  elected 
a  member  of  the  Select  Vestry  of  the  parish  of  Greystones. 

Mr.  Charles  Stanislaus  O'Hare.  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
of  Mayobridge,  Newry,  has  been  returned  unopposed  as  a 
county  councillor  for  the  Warrenpoint  division  of  co.  Down. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Whitaker,  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Fannin  &  Co.. 
Ltd.,  surgical-instrument  makers,  Dublin,  has  been  elected 
a  member  of  the  Select  Vestry  of  Leeson  Park  Church, 
Dublin. 

Mrs.  Payne,  wife  of  Mr.  J.  C.  C.  Payne,  J. P.,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  Belfast,  has  been  elected  unapposed  a  Poor- 
law  Guardian  for  the  Clifton  Ward,  Belfast,  for  the  next 
three  years. 
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Sir  Thomas  W.  Robinson,  J. P.,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
managing  director  of  Hayes,  Conyngham  &  Robinson,  Ltd., 
Dublin,  has  been  elected  a  member  of  the  Select  Vestry  and 
a  sidesman  of  the  Mariners'  Church,  Kingstown. 

Death  in  the  Pharmacy. 
Last  week,  while  waiting  his  turn  in  the  chemists'  shop 
of  Messrs.  S.  Connor  &  Sons,  Hill  Street,  Newry,  a  customer 
tell  dead  on  the  floor.    He  was  about  to  get  medicine  for 
heart-disease. 

Belfast  Analyst's  Report. 

During  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  the  public  analyst  for 
Belfast  (Mr.  R.  Barklie)  analysed  332  samples  from  the  city, 
an  increase  of  forty-one  over  the  corresponding  quarter.  The 
number  of  samples  found  to  be  adulterated  was  twenty-one. 
One  of  these  was  of  a  rather  serious  character — bread  con- 
taining sulphate  of  copper.  Efforts  are  now  being  made  to 
'find  out  whether  the  copper  was  contained  in  the  flour,  and. 
if  so,  the  origin  of  the  flour.  None  of  the  drugs  analysed 
was  found  defective. 

Medicine-contracts. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Monaghan  Board  of  Guardians  a 
letter  was  read  from  the  Local  Government  Board  respecting 
the  contract  for  the  supply  of  medicines  to  the  Union  for 
the  current  year,  and  stating  they  could  not  approve  of  any 
stipulation  being  inserted  in  the  advertisement  for  tenders 
which  would  affect  competition  to  the  detriment  of  the  rate- 
payers. The  advertisement  stated  that  only  tenders  from 
Irish  firms  would  be  considered. 


Scotch  Wicvos. 

Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


A  Public  Notice. 
All  claims  against  the  estate  of  the  late  Mr.  Robert 
Dunsire,  chemist  and  druggist.  Windy-gates.  Fife,  should 
be  lodged  with  Messrs.  Wallace  &  Watson,  solicitors, 
British  Linen  Bank  Buildings,  Leven,  by  May  6,  and  all 
debts  against  the  estate  are  required  to  be  paid  by  the 
same  date. 

Glasgow  Notes. 
The  photographic  trade  for  the  Easter  holidays  was  dis- 
appointing. 

Upon  the  initiative  and  under  the  auspices  of  the  Southern 
Medical  Society  a  joint  meeting  of  the  local  medical  societies 
was  held  on  Wednesday  evening  to  consider  the  bearing  of 
the  Pharmacy  Bill  on  the  rights  of  the  medical  profession. 

The  Trade  Association  proposes  to  issue  a  price-list  for 
dispensing  proprietaries  in  whole  packages  and  broken  bulk. 
The  list  covers  proprietary  compressed  drugs,  pills,  oint- 
ments, medicated  syrups,  etc.  There  is  such  keen  cutting 
of  these  at  present  that  there  is  little  or  no  profit  on  them. 

The  chemists  and  shopkeeping  medical  men  of  Govan  have 
set  a  creditable  example  to  the  rest  of  the  city  by  entering 
into  an  agreement  to  close  early  during  the  summer  months. 
At  a  meeting  held  recently,  with  Mr.  Wm.  Cullen.  chemist, 
in  the  chair,  it  was  resolved  that  until  further  notice  all 
chemists'  and  doctors'  shops  in  the  burgh  should  be  closed  at 
8  p.m.  on  all  week-days  except  Saturday,  when  the  time 
will  be  extended  until  10  P.M. 

Contract. 

The  contract  for  drugs  for  the  Edinburgh  City  Hospital 
has  been  secured  by  Messrs.  Pinkerton,  Gibson  &  Co.,  of 
Thistle  Street  Lane,  East. 

Sheep-dips. 

At  a  meeting  of  directors  of  the  Highland  and  Agricul- 
tural Society  of  Scotland  held  in  Edinburgh  on  Wednesday, 
May  3,  the  following  motion  was  considered  : 

That  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  be  eall-ed 
to  the  Pharmacy  Bill  now  before  Parliament,  and  that  the 
Board  be  requested  to  take  steps  to  prevent  interference 
with  the  sale  by  general  merchants  of  sheep  dips  and  other 
poisonous  materials  employed  in  agriculture  and  forestry, 
provided  such  dips  and  other  materials  are  sold  in  sealed 
tins,  sealed  packets,  or  sealed  bottles. 

The  Rev.  John  Gillespie,  D.D.,  submitted  it  in  place  of 


Mr.  John  McCaig,  and  said  it  is  very  important  that  this 
provision  should  be  made  in  many  parts  of  the  country, 
especially  in  the  Highlands,  where  they  were  often  a  long 
distance  from  chemists'  shops.  Mr.  Macpherson,  yr.,  of 
Ballindalloch,  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  adopted 
without  discussion.  The  motion  was  brought  forward  near 
the  end  of  the  meeting  when  many  of  the  directors  had 
left. 

A  Dundee  Sensation. 
The  Dundee  newspapers  of  Wednesday  report  that  on 
the  previous  day  the  Morgan  Tower  Pharmacy  (Mr. 
John  W.  Russell's)  was  found  closed  in  the  afternoon, 
and  some  neighbours  looking  through  the  back  window  saw 
Mr.  Russell  lying  on  a  couch  apparently  ill.  He  was  as 
soon  as  possible  taken  to  the  infirmary  under  the  direction 
of  Dr.  Mackie  Whyte,  who  had  diagnosed  the  illness  to 
be  due  to  poison,  chiefly  morphine,  and  under  suitable 
treatment  a  fatal  issue  was  averted. 


EBusiness  Cbanoes. 

Properly  authenticated  business  notices  (not  being  advertisements) 
are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge  if  promptly  com- 
municated to  the  Editor 


Boots,  Ltd..  are  opening  a  new  branch  shortly  at 
64  George  Street,  Richmond. 

Messrs.  Pearce  &  Elford,  chemists,  Truro,  have  opened 
a  branch  at  Newquay,  Cornwall. 

Hines,  Cash  Chemists,  of  86  Whitechapel  Road,  are 
having  their  premises  entirely  refitted. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Melling,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  acquired 
the  business  of  Mr.  R.  Pickering,  at  Brynn,  near  Wigan. 

Messrs.  Dow  Bros.,  chemists,  have  purchased  the  branch 
business  of  Mr.  W.  G.  Blaekham,  at  510  Hornsey  Road,  N. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Ayris,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  purchased 
the  chemist's  business  at  9  Boundary  Road,  Portslade, 
Sussex. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Kerrison,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  removed 
from  The  Terrace  to  Sunderland  Road,  Southwick,  Sunder- 
land. 

Mr.  F.  G.  Young,  chemist  and  druggist,  is  opening  a 
business  under  the  style  of  the  "  Ashcombe  Pharmacy"  at 
Weston  -  super-  Mare. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Low,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  purchased  Mr. 
T.  Hawthrop's  old-established  business  at  22  North  Street, 
Portslade-by-Sea,  Sussex. 

Mr.  A.  B.  Higgs,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  of 
Gloucester,  has  purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Bayley 
at  36  Bore  Street,  Lichfield. 

Mr.  George  Liley  has  acquired  the  business  at  73  Words- 
worth Road,  Small  Heath.  Birmingham,  formerly  belonging 
to  Mr.  V.  C.  Heath,  chemist  and  druggist. 

Mr.  Charles  F.  Cooke,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Bar- 
gate,  Boston,  Lines,  has  taken  over  the  business  at  7  Market 
Place,  Boston,  formerly  carried  on  by  Mr.  Frank  Thomas. 


College  IRotes, 


WHERE  TO  STUDY. 

The  Following  Educational  Institutions  are  advertising 
in  this  issue : 

South  London  School  of  Pharmacy,  325  Kennington  Road, 
S.E. 

Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy,  160  and  162  Kenning- 
ton Park  Road,  S.E. 

London  College  of  Chemistry.  323  Clapham  Road.  S.W. 

Brixton  School  of  Pharmacy,  171  Brixton  Road,  S.W. 

Northern  College  of  Pharmacy,  1UU  and  102  Burlington 
Street,  Manchester. 

Leeds  College  of  Pharmacy,  Clarendon  Road,  Leeds. 


A  Guinea  for  a  postcard  in  regard  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  Election  is  offered  this  week.  For  full  particularr 
see  p.  694. 
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COUNCIL-MEETING. 

ONE  hour  sufficed  for  the  public  deliberations  at  Wednes- 
day's Council -meeting,  but  the  amount  of  work  done  was 
quite  up  to  the  average.  Dr.  Symes  spoke  of  the  desire  that 
exists  in  the  country  for  some  definite  statement  as  to  the 
relative  positions  of  the  various  poisons  in  the  two  parts  of 
the  Poison  Schedule  of  the  Pharmacy  Act.  The  matter  will 
probably  come  up  before  the  Council  in  the  near  future.  The 
Benevolent  Fund  grants  amounted  to  49/.,  and  donations 
amounting  to  14/.  were  announced  as  having  been  received 
from  the  Pharmacy  Club  and  from  the  Inter-Pharmacy  Foot- 
ball League.  The  Organisation  Committee  are  arranging  a 
local  meeting  at  Brighton  on  the  Friday  of  Conference  week. 
The  re-adjustment  of  the  Major  syllabus  has  advanced 
another  step,  the  Boards  of  Examiners  having  submitted  a 
report  which  the  Education  Committee  of  the  Council  are 
to  discuss.  It  is  proposed  to  make  materia  medica  and 
pharmaceutics  obligatory,  but  chemistry  and  physics  or 
botany  are  to  be  optional  subjects.  Mr.  A.  E.  Young  is  to 
receive  the  Pereira  medal,  the  Council  silver  medal  being 
won  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Treneer.  The  North  British  Branch 
Executive  submitted  their  annual  report,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  entered  on  the  minutes.  The  annual  report  of  the 
Council,  adopted  by  the  meeting,  is  given  at  the  end  of  this 
report. 


These  were  present  at  the  meeting  on  May  3  the  Presi- 
dent (Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson),  Vice-President  (Mr.  J.  R. 
Young),  Treasurer  (Mr.  Walter  Hills),  and  Messrs.  Atkins, 
Campkin,  Carteighe,  Cooper,  Cross,  Currie,  Gibson, 
Gifford,  Hagon,  Harrington,  Harrison,  Hobbs,  News- 
holme,  Southall,  Symes,  and  Wootton. 

The  Poisons  Schedule. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  having  been  con- 
firmed, Dr.  Symes  referred  to  his  question  at  the  previous 
meeting  as  to  which  part  of  the  poison  schedule  the  addi- 
tions were  intended  to  be  placed  in.  He  now  admitted 
that  he  was  perhaps  premature  in  asking  the  question, 
which  was  an  awkward  one  to  answer  straight  off,  but 
since  the  last  meeting  he  had  received  additional  evidence 
of  the  desire  that  exists  in  the  country  for  some  definite 
statement.  There  is  a  strong  feeling  that  it  is  a  matter 
which  the  Council  could  well  deal  with,  and  it  would  help 
the  members  of  the  Society. 

The  President  :  I  am  afraid  that  is  a  matter  about 
which  I  shall  require  notice. 

Dr.  Symes  :  It  seemed  to  me  to  arise  out  of  the  minutes. 

Elections. 

Some  forty-five  members  and  twenty-five  student- 
associates  were  elected,  and  a  large  number  restored  to 
their  former  position  in  the  Society. 

Four  chemists'  names  were  restored  to  the  register. 

Diplomas  were  granted  to  twenty-two  pharmaceutical 
chemists  who  recently  passed  the  Major. 

Mr.  Campkin  said  that  among  the  members  elected  he 
noticed  eight  chemists  who  had  previously  dropped  out 
through  apathy.  He  thought  the  work  of 'the  Council  of 
late  has  been  the  means  of  restoring  many  members. 

Money  Matters. 
Mr.  Harrington  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the 
Finance  Committee.      The  report  showed  the  following 
balances  : 

£    s.  a. 

General  Fund  account    3,041    3  11 

Benevolent  Fund — 

Current  account   1,201    0  0 

Donation  account    11  13  6 

Orphan  Fund    43   9  7 


and  submitted  for  payment  the  following  items  : 


Jb  S. 

j 

(X; 

On  behalf  of  the  "  Journal  " 

...      498  5 

11 

Sundries   

154  5 

10 

68  5 

6 

Law  Charges  

27  3 

0 

Stationery,  etc. 

:..       62  12 

1 

Library  

8  7 

1 

Current  Expenses   

300  0 

0 

Salaries,  etc  

283  6 

8 

School  and  Examinations  

481  0 

5 

1,883  6 

6 

An  item  of  61.  9s.  3d.  was  also  recommended  for  payment 
from  the  Benevolent  Fund  general  account. 
The  report  was  adopted. 

Benevolence. 

The  report  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  Committee  was  con- 
sidered in  committee,  after  which  the  Chairman, 

Mr.  Atkins,  moved  its  adoption.  There  were,  he  said, 
eight  cases  to  consider,  and  although  the  report  was  short  it 
represented  a  lot  of  work  in  committee.  Three  grants  of 
13/.  and  one  of  10/.  were  recommended  to  be  made. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

House  Affairs. 

The  report  of  the  Library,  Museum,  School,  and  House 
Committee  was  next  considered.  It  dealt  with  the  attend- 
ance at  the  Society's  museums  and  libraries,  passed  Messrs. 
Parkinson's  account  for  36/.  14s.;  and  approved  of  the  pre- 
sentation of  a  copy  of  the  register  to  the  Society  of  Chemist- 
Opticians.  Other  matters  referred  to  the  School  and  the 
preparation  of  the  annual  report.  A  second  report  dealt 
with  a  meeting  held  on  May  2,  at  which  the  resignation  of 
the  chemistry  demonstrator,  Mr.  G.  Naylor,  was  received. 
Mr.  C.  H.  Warner  was  appointed  to  the  vacant  position. 

The  report  was  adopted  without  discussion. 

Organisation. 

The  report  of  the  Organisation  Committee  was  then  taken. 
From  this  it  appears  that  a  district  meeting  of  the  members 
of  the  Society  is  to  take  place  at  Brighton  on  Friday, 
July  28.  Besides  local  members,  those  from  other  divisions 
of  the  country  are  to  be  invited  to  attend  the  meeting. 
Other  meetings  are  to  be  arranged  for  York,  Leeds,  Cam- 
bridge, and  Bristol. 

The  President,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
said  the  efforts  of  the  committee  were  meeting  with 
some  measure  of  success  in  the  various  parts  of  the  country 
which  the  officers  of  the  Society  have  visited.  There  is 
serious  work  being  done  in  the  consolidation  of  the  Society. 

The  Report  was  adopted. 

Report  on  Examinations. 

Statistics  of  the  recent  examinations  were  received,  the 
report  showing  that  in  England  and  Wales  of  36  Major 
candidates  14  passed.  For  the  Minor  examination  there 
were  252  candidates,  of  whom  86  passed.  In  Scotland  the 
figures  were,  1  Major  candidate,  no  pass ;  129  Minor  candi- 
dates, 38  passes.  Certificates  by  approved  examining  bodies 
were  received  from  89  persons  desirous  of  registration  as 
apprentices  or  students. 

The  President  remarked  that  the  number  of  failures 
was  still  large,  but  he  hoped  that  will  be  overcome  when 
compulsory  courses  of  study  are  required. 

Dr.  Symes  :  I  hope  you  will  give  credit  to  a  possible  divi- 
sion of  the  examination,  as  a  curriculum  will  not  be  much 
good  without. 

The  Major  Syllabus. 

The  joint  report  of  the  Boards  of  Examiners  on  the 
re-adjustment  of  the  Major  Syllabus  was  next  brought 
forward,  the  following  being  the  recommendations  : 

Before  proceeding  with  the  revision  of  the  syllabus  in  each 
subject  the  Boards  desire  to  make  the  following  suggestions 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Council,  as  their  adoption  or  rejec- 
tion will  considerably  modify  the  direction  in  which  alteration 
of  the  existing  syllabus  should  be  carried  out : 

1.  That  the  subjects  of  the  Major  examination  shall  be 
(a)  Chemistry  and  Physics. 

(6)  Materia  Medica  and  Pharmaceutics, 
(c)  Botany. 

2.  That  (6)  be  obligatory  on  all  candidates. 

3.  That  either  of  the  subjects  (a)  or  (e)  may  be  selected  by 
candidates  presenting  themselves  for  the  Major  examination. 
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The  advantages  of  thus  dividing  the  Major  examination 
appear  to  be  :  • 

1.  That  a  larger  number  of  candidates  may  be  expected  to 
present  themselves  for  examination.  _ 

2.  Encouragement  will  be  given  to  candidates  to  specialise 
on  the  physical  or  biological  side,  and  the  Boards  feel  that 
any  inducement  for  a  larger  proportion  of  successful  Minor 
candidates  to  proceed  in  any  direction  beyond  the  require- 
ments of  the  Minor  examination  will  be  beneficial  to  phar- 
macy. 

3.  The  increased  importance  given  to  materia  medica  and 
pharmaceutics  by  the  extension  of  the  time  devoted  to  them 
in  the  examination  will  encourage  the  teaching  of  these  sub- 
jects ,and  induce  more  students  to  become  expert  in  what 
■should  be  regarded  as  the  most  important  branches  of  the  art 
of  pharmacy. 

4.  The  inclusion  of  pharmaceutics  with  materia  medica  on  a 
suitable  syllabus  will  ensure  that  a  candidate  who  takes  the 
(biological  side  will  be  sufficiently  examined  in  applied 
chemistry  to  avoid  any  diminution  of  the  real  value  of  the 
title  of  "  pharmaceutical  chemist." 

Professor  Trail  has  suggested  that  in  the  case  of  candidates 
taking  the  biological  side,  zoology  might  with  advantage  be 
added  to  the  subjects  for  the  Major  examination.  The  Boards 
consider  that  the  suggestion  is  worthy  of  consideration,  but  do 
not  at  present  desire  to  press  the  point. 

The  President,  commenting  on  the  report,  said  it 
expressed  the  unanimous  opinion  of  both  Boards  of 
Examiners.  He  moved  that  the  report  be  sent  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Education. 

The  Vice-President,  in  seconding,  said  he  was  glad  to 
report  that  the  Scotch  Board  of  Examiners  accepted  the 
principle  in  its  entirety,  although  they  reserved  the  right 
to  make  alterations  in  detail. 

Divisional  Secretaries. 

Mr.  Alexander  Haynes,  Derby,  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Smith, 
Swindon,  were  appointed  divisional  secretaries,  the  latter 
for  the  Cricklade  division  of  Wiltshire. 

Pereira  Medal  Award. 

The  special  examiners  on  the  Pereira  Medal  Competition 
awarded  the  Pereira  medal  to  Mr.  Arthur  E.  Young  and 
the  silver  medal  to  Mr.  J.  M.  Treener. 

The  President  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report,  and 
said  Mr.  Young's  papers  were  exceptionally  good. 

The  examiners  were  also  thanked  for  their  services. 

N.B.  Branch. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Executive  of  the  North 
British  Branch  was  received  and  recorded  on  the  minutes. 
This  report  gave  in  detail  doings  of  the  Executive  for  the 
year  ending  April  30,  the  most  interesting  paragraphs 
perhaps  being  those  which  refer  to  the  Pharmacy  Bill 
and  pharmaceutical  degrees. 

The  introduction  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  as  amended  by  the 
Council,  has  necessitated  many  communications  to  divisional 
secretaries,  designed  to  secure  the  support  of  members  of 
Parliament,  and  to  meet  and,  if  possible,  remove  opposition. 
The  result  has  been,  on  the  whole,  highly  favourable,  many 
prominent  members  of  Parliament  for  Scottish  constituencies 
expressing  approval  and  promising  support.  It  has  been  found 
that  the  Bill,  in  its  amended  form,  more  readily  commends 
itself  to  politicians,  though  there  is  still  very  considerable 
opposition  on  the  part  of  those  who  imagine  that  it  will  in 
some  way  prejudicially  affect  businesses  in  which  they  are 
interested  or  the  important  industries  of  agriculture  and 
horticulture.  Every  effort  has  been  made  by  many  divisional 
secretaries  to  meet  opposition,  and  though  not  yet  with  perfect 
success,  it  is  believed  that  some  progress  has  been  made.  In 
several  cases  of  prospective  vacancies  in  the  Scottish  Parlia- 
mentary representation  the  prospective  candidates  have  had 
the  matter  brought  under  their  notice,  and  while  several  have 
replied  favourably,  not  one  has  expressed  disapproval.  The 
Bill  has  been  again  backed  by  Mr.  James  Reid,  M.P., 
Greenock,  and  Mr.  Munro  Ferguson,  M.P.,  Leith  Burghs, 
both  of  whom  have  given  valuable  assistance  in  promoting 
the  chances  of  the  Bill.  Mr.  George  McCrae,  M.P.,  is  also 
actively  supporting  the  Bill,  although,  by  a  communication 
accidently  not  reaching  him,  his  name  does  not  appear  on  the 
back  of  the  Bill. 

The  committee,  along  with  the  committee  of  the  Board  of 
Examiners  for  Scotland,  has  continued  to  watch  over  the 
progress  of  the  University  scheme  for  the  institution  of  a 
curriculum  for  pharmaceutical  students,  and  a  science  degree 
in  pharmacy.  The  plan  moves  somewhat  slowly,  but  some 
substantial  progress  has  been  made  in  that  the  Senatus  of  the 
University  of  Glasgow  has  requested  the  University  Court  to 
frame  the  Ordinance,  and  take  steps  for  its  adoption.   A  de- 


putation from  the  Joint  Committee  has,  by  request,  conferred 
with  the  University  Court,  and  gathered  that  the  proposal  is 
regarded  as  admirable,  and  will  proceed  if  suitable  financial 
arrangements  can  be  made  by  the  University.  Should  this  be 
done,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  other  Scottish  Universities 
will  fall  into  line. 

Mr.  W.  L.  Ctjrrie,  in  moving  that  the  report  be  received, 
referred  with  satisfaction  to  the  paragraph  which  shows 
there  has  been  an  increase  of  fourteen  in  the  membership  in 
Scotland.  He  had  no  doubt,  he  said,  that  there  will  be  a 
further  increase  as  a  result  of  the  recent  visit  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  Glasgow. 

The  Annual  Report 
was  considered  in  committee,  and  finally  adopted  in  the 
form  as  given  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

Letters. 

The  President  read  a  formal  letter  from  the  Privy 
Council  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  three  copies  of  the 
Poison  Schedule  resolution  of  April  5.  The  matter  "  will 
receive  attention  "  said  the  letter. 

The  Assistant-Secretary  in  Edinburgh  submitted  the  reso- 
lution passed  at  a  private  Conference  in  Edinburgh  con- 
cerning the  sale  and  registration  of  poisons  (see  C.  <£  D., 
April  22,  p.  639). 

A  member  of  the  Society  resident  in  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments wrote  asking  the  Council's  support  in  a  protest  against 
the  proposed  Poisons  Ordinance  of  that  Colony. 

The  Secretary  said  the  Colonial  Office  had  been  com- 
municated with,  and  a  letter  had  been  received  from 
Colonial  Secretary  Lyttelton,  in  which  it  was  stated  that 
the  representation  would  be  taken  into  consideration  when 
the  Ordinance  came  before  the  Privy  Council  for  confirma- 
tion. A  more  recent  letter  stated  that  the  Ordinance  has 
been  received,  and  asked  the  Secretary  to  go  to  the  Colonial 
Office  and  explain  matters. 

The  President  (to  the  Secretary)  :  You  will  do  that, 
then  ;  you  know  our  views  on  the  subject. 

The  Cheltenham  Chemists'  Association  sent  a  suggestion 
as  to  formulating  petitions  in  support  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill. 

The  matter  is  to  be  considered  by  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Poison  Schedule. 
Dr.  Symes  again  referred  to  the  poison  schedule  difficulty, 
and  asked  if  the  matter  could  in  some  way  be  brought  before 
a  committee. 

The  President  :  I  certainly  think  it  desirable  that  the 
subject  be  considered,  so  that  some  uniform  practice  as  to 
the  sale  of  poisons  could  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Woottox  said  he  understood  that  the  Leeds  cases  had 
been  decided  against  the  chemists,  and  that  there  would 
probably  be  an  appeal.  Perhaps  the  Chairman  of  the  Law 
Committee  could  get  into  touch  with  some  of  the  chemists 
or  Mr.  Glyn-Jones. 

Mr.  Carteighe  :  That  is  quite  my  view,  but  you  must 
remember  that  my  term  of  office  as  Chairman  of  the  Law 
Committee  and  as  a  councillor  expires  with  this  meeting. 
(Laughter.)  Subject  to  contingencies  and  possibilities  I 
should  be  pleased  to  have  the  matter  for  consideration. 

Scholarship  Examinations. 
Mr.  F.  W.  Stamp  and  Mr.  Pinches  were  appointed  ex- 
aminers for  the  Jacob  Bell  and  Manchester  scholarship 
examinations  to  be  held  in  June. 

A  Falling-off. 

Mr.  Hagon,  having  been  given  permission  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion, said  he  should  like  to  move  that  the  300  members  who 
had  allowed  their  membership  to  lapse  should  have  a  letter 
sent  to  them  courteously  warning  them  against  using  the 
letters  "  M.P.S." 

The  President  :  That  is  hardly  a  question,  but  with  the 
permission  of  the  Council  you  may  move  that  as  a  motion. 

Permission  having  been  given,  Mr.  Hagon  moved  and 
Mr.  Harrison  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  referred 
to  the  General  Purposes  Committee  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Hagon  said  he  had  another  question  to  ask — Does 
the  Council  possess  such  control  over  its  membership  that 
it  can  elect  or  reject  members  and  expel  a  member  without 
being  liable  to  an  action  at  law?  If  so,  it  would  be  well 
to  urge  members  to  make  prominent  use  of  the  letters 
"  M.P.S.,"  and  so  raise  the  status  of  the  Society. 
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The  President  :  I  am  afraid  you  must  give  notice 
of  motion  for  that,  but  I  may  add  that  the  Council  has 
power  to  elect  or  not  elect  and  to  expel  members.  This 
refers  to  membership  of  the  Society,  not  to  the  statutory 
registers. 

This  concluded  the  public  business. 


SIXTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
COUNCIL. 

Examinations.— During  the  year  1904  there  were  1,510  can 
dictates  for  the  Minor  examination,  and  £84  were  successful  in 
satisfying  the  Boards  of  Examiners.  Compared  with  the 
preceding  year  these  figures  show  a  decrease  of  no  less  than 
166  in  the  number  of  entries,  but  the  proportion  of  passes  is 
higher,  being  38.67  per  cent.,  as  against  31.27  per  cent.  For 
the  Major  examination  89  persons  presented  themselves,  or 
17  more  than  in  1903;  of  those  41  passed,  and  the  percentage 
of  rejections,  which  stood  at  the  satisfactory  level  of  38.89  in 
the  records  of  a  year  ago,  rose  to  53.94.  Two  candidates  for 
the  Modified  examination  were  examined,  and  both  passed. 
A  steady  growth  in  the  number  of  "students"  registered  on 
the  presentation  of  acceptable  certificates  in  preliminary 
knowledge  is  to  be  recorded,  the  totals  for  the  past  three  years 
having  been  116,  194,  and  221  respectively.  The  Examination 
and  Education  Committee  of  the  Council  has  had  under  con- 
sideration reports  and  suggestions  relating  to  the  procedure  of 
examination,  and  the  regulations  governing  the  entry  of  can- 
didates. It  has  reported  to  the  Council  that  at  a  convenient 
opportunity  the  by-laws  should  be  altered  in  the  direction  of 
affording  greater  elasticity  in  the  acceptance  of  certificates 
submitted  by  those  desirous  of  registration  as  pharmaceutical 
students.  A  special  By-Law  Committee  has  been  accordingly 
appointed  to  consider  and  report  on  this  matter. 

Evening  Meetings.— The  revived  interest  in  the  scientific 
meetings  of  the  Society  continues  to  increase,  and  the  attend- 
ances during  the  past  session  have  been  most  gratifying.  The 
subjects  dealt  with  are  as  follows  : 

"  The  Botanical  Source  of  Derbyshire  Valerian,"  by  E.  Drabble 
D.Sc,  and  F.  A.  Upsher  Smith;  '"Official  Processes  for  Galenical 
Preparations,"  by  Professor  Greenish,  F.L.S.  (a  communication 
irom  the  Compendium  Committee);  "Antitoxins,"  by  Professor 
R.  T.  Hewlett,  M.D. ;  "Notes  on  Some  Recent  Additions  to  the 
Museum,"  by  E.  M.  Holmes,  F.L.S.;  "A  Comparison  of  the  Methods 
in  the  United  States  and  in  England  to  Secure  the  Purity  of  Foods 
and  Drugs,"  by  W.  S.  Glyn-.Tones,  barrister-at-law ;  "  An  Investiga- 
tion on  '  Linum  Catharticum,' "  by  J.  Stuart  Hills  (Baiters'  Re- 
search Fellow);  "Extract  of  Belladonna-leaves,"  by  E.  H.  Farr 
F.C.S.,  and  Robert  Wright,  F.C.S. ;  "  Powdered  Alcoholic  Extract 
of  Belladonna  Root,"  by  E.  H.  Farr,  F.C.S.,  and  Robert  Wright, 
F\C.S. ;  "  The  Occurrence  and  Distribution  of  a  Mydriatic  Alka- 
loid in  Lactuca  muralis,"  by  Robert  Wright,  F.C.S;  "Displace- 
ment by  Water  in  the  Preparation  of  Certain  Tinctures,"  by  Her- 
mann C.  T.  Gardner. 

A  special  afternoon  meeting  was  arranged  in  January,  when 
Professor  A.  W.  Crossley  and  Mr.  Prosper  H.  Marsden  fur- 
nished interesting  and  valuable  particulars  concerning  the 
practice  of  pharmacy  in  Germany,and  Russia.  The  Council  is 
glad  to  be  able  to  record  that  a  full  series  of  meetings  from 
November  to  April— both  months  included— has  been  held 
during  the  session,  and  thanks  are  due  to  the  contributors  of 
material  who  have  rendered  it  possible  to  present  an  attrac- 
tive agenda  for  each  of  the  six  months  of  the  winter  season. 
In  Edinburgh  the  following  communications  were  read  during 
the  session  : 

"  Man's  Relations  to  the  Flora  of  Scotland,"  by  James  W  H 
Trail,  M.A.,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  ;  "  A  Pharmacist's  Impressions  of  the 
United  States,"  by  William  Mair,  F.C.S. ;  (a)  "  Solution  of  Am- 
monium Acetate,"  (6)  "Strong  Solution  of  Lead  Subacetate  "  by 
George  F.  Merson,  Ph.C,  F.C.S.  ;  "Ferrous  Arsenate,"  by  William 
Duncan,  Ph.C,  F.C.S.;  "Liniment  of  Potassium  Iodide  with 
Soap,'  by  Peter  Boa.  Ph.C;  "The  Scope  of  the  Official  Characters 
and  Tests,"  by  D.  B.  Dott,  Ph  C,  F.I.C,  F.R.S.E. ;  "  Incompati- 
bility in  Theory  and  Practice,"  by  J.  P.  Gilmour;  "The  Solubility 
of  Quinine  in  Ammonia,  and  the  Testing  of  Sulphate  of  Quinine  " 
by  William  Duncan,  Ph.C,  F.C.S. ;  "  Diacetylmorphine  Hydro- 
chloride," by  D.  B.  Dott,  Ph.C,  F.I.C,  F.R.S.E.;  "Ethyl- 
morphine  Hydrochloride,"  by  D.  B.  Dott,  Ph.C,  F.I.C,  F.R  S  E  ■ 
"Lithium  Citrate,"  by  D.  B.  Dott,  Ph.C,  F.I.C,'  F.R.S  E  ■ 
"Glycerin  of  Lead  Subacetate,"  by  John  Lothian,  Ph.C;  "Deter- 
mination of  Camphor  in  Liniment  of  Camphor."  by  John  Lothian, 
Ph.C:  "  Aseptic  Infusions."  bv  Archibald  Currie,  Ph.C;  "Is  Prac- 
tical Pharmacy  Advancing?"  by  David  Gilmour,  Ph.C. 

The  School.— At  the  end  of  the  last  session  Professor  Wynne 
whose  tenure  of  the  chair  of  chemistry  in  the  School  of  Phar- 
macy has  been  marked  by  important  developments  in  the 
equipment  of  the  laboratories  and  by  general  efficiency  in 
the  teaching  of  his  subject,  accepted  the  position  of  Professor 
of  Chemistry  at  the  University  of  Sheffield,  and  consequently 
resigned  his  connection  with  the  school.  Dr.  A.  W.  Crossley, 
Lecturer  in  Chemistry  at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  vacant  chair,  and  effected  his  official  intro- 
duction to  the  members  of  the  Society  by  delivering  the 
address  at  the  inauguration   of  the  sixty-third  session  in 


October.  All  the  departments  of  the  school  are  in  an  efficient 
and  satisfactory  state,  and,  as  the  result  of  acquiring  rooms 
on  the  second  floor  of  72  Great  Russell  Street,  the  Council  has- 
been  enabled  to  provide  additional  accommodation  for  the 
teaching  of  physics,  together  with  a  special  reading  anc? 
conversation  room  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  men  students:. 
A  further  development  in  the  educational  work  of  the  Council' 
during  the  year  is  the  provision  of  a  separate  laboratory,  witlr 
suitable  apparatus  and  power,  for  instruction  in  practical' 
pharmaceutics. 

Library  and  Museum. — The  benefits  of  the  library  and  the 
museum  to  the  members  and  student-associates  of  the  Society 
appear  to  be  increasingly  appreciated,  and  no  pains  are 
spared  by  the  Librarian  and  Curator  to  render  the  collec- 
tions of  books  and  specimens  readily  available  for  study  or 
for  reference.  The  gradual  reorganisation  of  the  portion  of 
the  museum  hitherto  devoted  to  chemistry  has  been  steadilv 
pursued,  and  is  now  practically  accomplished;  many  of  the 
chemical  specimens  having  been  transferred  to  a  receptacle 
specially  prepared  for  the  purpose.  The  space  thus  afforded 
has  been  utilised  for  the  exhibition  of  materia  medica  speci- 
mens which  it  was  not  possible  previously  to  display.  The 
catalogue  of  books  in  the  library,  last  published  in  1901,  being 
now  out  of  print,  the  Council  has  authorised  the  preparation 
of  a  new  edition,  which  will  include  the  numerous  additions  to 
the  library  during  the  last  four  years. 

Legal. — Four  hundred  and  fitty-nine  cases  of  reported  in 
fringement  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts  were  dealt  with  during  the- 
year,  and  proceedings  were  instituted  in  111  instances.  In 
the  majority  of  these  cases  no  special  features  are  presented, 
but  it  is  noteworthy  that  four  of  the  defendants  could  not  be 
served  with  the  summons  to  attend  the  court,  and  the  offences, 
concerning  which  evidence  had  been  obtained,  remained  un- 
punished. The  Council  regrets  that  the  present  statute- 
affords  no  means  of  dealing  with  this  species  of  contempt.  A 
particularly  flagrant  case  of  disregard  of  the  Poison  Regula- 
tions was  reported  to  the  Council  at  Cardiff,  and  proceedings 
accordingly  were  ordered  to  be  taken  against  a  limited 
company,  which  consisted  practically  of  the  managing  director 
and  his  wife,  who  jointly  held  295  of  the  300  shares  of  the 
company.  The  case  for  the  prosecution  was  ably  put  by  the 
Society's  counsel,  and  the  conditions  under  which  poison  was 
sold  by  the  company  were  fully  exposed  to  the  judge,  who 
appeared  to  be  impressed  with  the  dangers  to  the  public  in- 
volved. After  a  fortnight's  consideration,  however,  his 
Honour  was  obliged  to  hold  that  the  case  was  governed  by 
the  decision  of  the  House  of  Lords  in  1880,  and  that  the 
company  could  not  be  made  liable  under  Section  XV.  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act  for  the  offence  in  respect  of  which  it  was 
charged.  A  verdict  was,  therefore,  given  for  the  defendant. 
The  Council  has  thought  it  expedient  to  circulate  the  con- 
sidered judgment  of  the  learned  County  Court  Judge  amongst 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons  as  a  particularly  pertinent 
illustration  of  the  pressing  need  for  an  amendment  of  the 
law. 

Parliamentary. — Owing  to  the  condition  of  public  business  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  the  Pharmacy  Bill  last  Session  made 
no  progress.  At  the  commencement  of  the  present  meeting 
of  Parliament  the  Bill,  with  a  modification  of  the  directors 
clause,  was  again  introduced  by  Mr.  Thomas  Lough,  M.P., 
who  has  for  the  past  three  years  consistently  manifested  an 
active  sympathy  with  the  aims  of  the  Society,  and  has  been 
most  energetic  in  assisting  the  Council  to  inform  members 
of  Parliament  on  the  subject  of  pharmacy  law  amendment. 
Mr.  Remnant,  Mr.  Henniker  Heaton,  Mr.  Marshall  Hall.. 
Mr.  Ellis  Griffith,  Mr.  Osmond  Williams,  Mr.  James  Reid. 
Mr.  Munro- Ferguson,  Mr.  Ernest  Gray,  and  Sir  Mancherjee 
Bhownaggree  have  associated  themselves  with  Mr.  Lough  m 
introducing  the  measure,  and  a  large  amount  of  support  has 
been  obtained  in  the  House  since  it  was  introduced.  There 
is  little  doubt  that,  if  the  Bill  could  be  reached,  the  second 
reading  would  be  assured.  It  is  doubtful,  however,  whether, 
as  an  opposed  Order,  it  is  likely  to  secure  consideration  this 
year.  In  any  case,  the  Council  docs  not  propose  to  relax 
its  efforts,  and,  on  the  whole,  thero  is  ground  for  satisfaction 
in  the  fact  that,  as  the  result  of  the  work  done  during  the  last, 
few  months,  the  more  reasonable  of  the  opponents  to  the 
Bill  are  disposed  to  regard  the  principle  for  which  the  Society 
is  striving  as  one  not  antagonistic  to  their  interests  or  contrary 
to  sound  public  policy. 

In  addition  to  the  work  incidental  to  the  promotion  of  the 
Bill,  much  has  been  accomplished  in  the  direction  of  giving 
information  upon  which  questions  have  been  asked  in  the 
House  regarding  tho  improper  sale  of  poisons  and  tho 
notorious  case  of  the  limited  company  at  Cardiff.  The  past 
year  has  been  marked  by  great  activity  on  tho  part  of  the 
Council  and  its  officers,  and  the  largely  increased  volume  of 
work  undertaken — covering  as  it  has  all  the  varied  interests 
of  those  who  follow  the  calling  of  pharmacy — will,  it  is  hoped, 
tend  to  convince  tho  members  that  the  Council  is  fully  cog- 
nisant of,  and  is  prepared  to  meet,  the  responsibilities  and 
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obligations  resting  upon  the  Executive  representatives  of 
British  chemists  and  druggists.  r  • 

The  Council  again  expresses  its  indebtedness  to  the  divi- 
sional secretaries  and  to  the  associations  of  registered  chemists 
in  various  parts  of  Great  Britain  for  the  valuable  support 
they  have  so  promptly  given  in  Parliamentary  matters. 

Pharmacopoeia.— In  response  to  an  invitation  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  General  Medical  Council,  the  Council,  in  co- 
operation with  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Ireland,  nominated  in  December  the  following  persons  for 
appointment  as  a  committee  of  referenco  in  pharmacy  in 
connection  with  the  revision  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  : 
Messrs.  W.  N.  Allen  (Dublin).  F  C.  J.  Bird  (London).  J.  K 
Brunker  (Dublin),  D.  B.  Dott  (Edinburgh)  H.  G.  Greenish 
(London),  W.  Kirkby  (Manchester),  E.  W  Lucas  (London), 
G  F.  Merson  (Kilmarnock),  J.  C.  Umney  (London),  Edmund 
White  (London),  and  R.  Wright  (Buxton).  The  nominations 
ivere  at  once  accepted  by  the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee  of 
*he  Medical  Council,  and  the  gentlemen  named  were  officially 
constituted  the  Committee  of  Reference  in  Pharmacy,  Sub- 
sequently the  pharmaceutical  members  of  the  Pharmacopoeia 
Conference—Mr.  G.  D.  Beggs,  Dr.  Inghs  Clark,  and  Mr. 
Walter  Hills— were  appointed  cx-officio  members  of  the  com- 
mittee; and  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  completed  committee- 
Mr.  Walter  Hills  was  elected  Chairman,  and  Professor 
Greenish  was  chosen  to  fill  the  position  of  Secretary.  The 
association,  on  a  definitely  recognised  basis  of  British  and 
Irish  pharmacists  in  the  work  of  pharmacopceial  revision,  has 
'been  thus  far  happily  accomplished,  and  it  is  confidently 
hoped  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Reference 
will  have  the  effect  not  only  of  investing  the  Pharmacopoeia 
with  an  enhanced  value  as  the  national  formulary,  but  of 
.securing  a  wider  recognition  for  the  technical  and  scientific 
work  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland. 

Journal.— The  transfer  of  the  publishing  and  advertising 
business  of  the  journal  to  72  Great  Russell  Street  has  been 
satisfactorily  effected,  and  the  department  now  possesses  suit- 
able and  adequate  accommodation  for  its  staff.  The  changed 
conditions  are  of  too  recent  a  date  to  have  yet  had  full  effect, 
but  the  Council  hopes  and  expects  that  the  favourable  indica- 
tions already  apparent  will  more  than  justify  the  outlay  in- 
volved in  putting  the  official  organ  in  a  position  to  fulfil  all 
the  reasonable  requirements  of  its  readers. 

Organisation. — Recognition  of  the  importance  of  keeping  the 
members  of  the  Society  in  the  closest  touch  with  each  other 
and  with  the  Executive  officers  of  the  Society  has  led  the 
Council  to  devote  especial  attention  during  recent  years  to 
local  organisation.  To  further  develop  the  scheme  adopted 
in  1901  a  Committee  on  Organisation  was  appointed  in  Novem- 
ber last,  with  powers  to  put  into  practical  operation  such 
work  as  might  fee  found  advisable  for  consolidating  the  local 
forces  of  the  Society.  Under  the  auspices  of  the  committee 
official  visits  have  been  paid  to  Bath,  Bristol,  Cambridge, 
Cardiff,  Cheltenham,  Derby,  Halifax,  Huddersfield,  Hull, 
Leeds,  Leicester,  Middlesbrough,  Peterborough,  Stafford, 
Wakefield,  and  York.  The  Council  notes  with  much  satisfac- 
tion the  growing  vitality  of  local  Associations,  and  welcomes 
an  extension  of  activity  in  this  direction  as  promising  a 
gradual  emancipation  from  the  apathy  that  has  sometimes  un- 
fortunately existed  among  registered  men.  The  local  Associa- 
tions have  already  given  valuable  assistance  in  the  work  of 
organisation,  and  there  seems  every  reason  to  anticipate  that 
in  the  near  future  they  will  play  a  still  more  important  part 
in  the  amalgamation  of  the  more  or  less  scattered  forces  of 
the  Society. 

Medical  Acts  Amendment.— During  the  past  few  months 
attention  has  been  directed  to  a  draft  Medical  Acts  Amend- 
ment Bill  formulated  by  the  British  Medical  Association, 
and,  having  regard  to  the  somewhat  wide-reaching  phraseo- 
logy of  some  of  the  proposed  clauses,  it  has  been  found  neces- 
sary to  take  prompt  measures  to  protect  the  legitimate 
interests  of  persons  registered  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts.  By 
the  courtesy  of  the  Medical  Secretary  of  the  Association  it 
was  possible  to  arrange  a  private  conference  between  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  Council  and 
the  Medico- Political  Committee  of  the  British  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, and  a  very  useful  exchange  of  views  took  place  during 
the  meeting.  As  a  result  of  the  discussion,  a  draft  clause 
safeguarding  pharmaceutical  interests  has  been  forwarded  on 
hehalf  of  the  Society  to  the  Medico-Political  Committee  for 
insertion  in  the  Bill,  and  it  is  understood  that  due  considera- 
tion will  be  given  to  the  subject  at  a  forthcoming  meeting. 
The  Council  sees  no  reason  to  anticipate  any  serious  obstacle 
to  a  practical  and  amicable  understanding:'  with  the  Brit;sh 
Medical  Association  on  the  subject  of  medical  and  pharma- 
ceutical legislation. 

North.  British  Branch.— The  report  of  the  Executive  of  the 
North  British  Branch  of  the  Society  shows  that  the  work  of 
the  Society  is  efficiently  carried  out  in  North  Britain. 

Obitua-y.— The  following  deaths  have  occurred  since  the  last 


annual  report  of  the  Council :  Elias  Bremridge  (founder  and 
Secretary,  1857-84) ;  Robert  Hampson,  a  past  Treasurer ; 
W.  J.  Churchill,  Edward  Evans,  John  Shaw,  and  Edward 
Smith,  former  members  of  the  Council ;  Adam  Gibson,  u 
former  member  of  the  Board  of  Examiners  in  Scotland  ;  and 
J.  Bienvenu  (Andover),  W.  S.  Greaves  (Ironville),  A.  G. 
Keith  (Kintore),  W.  B.  Orton  (Stockport),  A.  H.  Waddington 
(Bradford),  who  were,  at  the  time  of  decease,  divisional 
officers  of  the  Society. 


THE  COUNCIL  ELECTION. 
Besides  the  addresses  issued  by  each  of  the  new  candidates 
and  Mr.  Hobbs,  we  have  received  one  in  favour  of  Mr.  J. 
Rymer  Young  and  Mr.  Richard  C.  Walshaw  which  has  been 
issued  by  the  Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association  and  is 
signed  by  Messrs.  George  S.  Woolley  (President)  and  J.  C. 
Kidd  (Hon.  Secretary).  Of  Mr.  Young  (Vice-President  of 
the  Society)  the  circular  says  :  "  His  grasp  of  the  political 
necessities  of  pharmacy  is  as  proverbial  as  his  fearlessness 
in  the  expression  of  his  views."  Mr.  Walshaw  is  spoken  of 
as  "an  earnest  advocate  for  a  forward  policy  in  pharma- 
ceutical matters  on  lines  which  have  always  appeared  to  the 
majority  of  Lancashire  chemists  to  be  sound  and  practical." 

Mr.  Pilkington  Sargeant's  address  comes  to  us  with  a 
covering  letter  from  the  Leeds  and  District  Chemists' 
Association  which  calls  particular  attention  to  the  following 
passage  in  the  address  : 

The  administration  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts  at  present  in 
force  is  ineffective.  The  alarming  increase  in  the  number 
of  unregistered  persons  who  either  openly  or  otherwise  deal 
in  poisons  demands  attention.  These  infringements  of  the 
1868  Act  affect  provincial  chemists  most  acutely.  I  should 
strongly  urge  the  appointment  of  inspectors,  whose  sole  duty 
should  be  the  safeguarding  of  the  interests  of  chemists  and  the 
public  in  this  matter. 

Collective  Opinions. 
It  may  be  remembered  that  last  year  the  Edinburgh 
District  Chemists'  Trade  Association  addressed  questions 
to  each  of  the  candidates,  with  rather  interesting  results. 
They  have  repeated  the  experiment,  and  we  are  indebted  to 
Mr.  G.  H.  C.  Rowland,  Secretary  of  the  Association,  for 
copies  of  the  questions  and  candidates'  replies.  We  give 
these  together  and  may  note  that  no  replies  have  been  re- 
ceived from  the  following  candidates,  who  are  retiring 
members  of  Council  : 

Mr.  M.  Carteighe,  London. 
Mr.  J.  F.  Harrington,  London. 
Mr.  C.  J.  Park,  Plymouth. 
Mr.  A.  Southall,  Birmingham. 

Replies,  more  or  less  full,  were  received  from  Messrs. 
W.  Giles  (Aberdeen),  J.  Harrison  (Sunderland),  A.  E. 
Hobbs  (Tunbridge  Wells),  C.  E.  Pickering  (London),  F.  P. 
Sargeant  (Leeds),  F.  W.  Truman  (London),  R.  C.  Walshaw 
(Huddersfield),  and  J.  R.  Young  (Warrington).  In  giving 
the  gist  of  their  replies  we,  with  all  respect,  use  the  surnames 
of  these  gentlemen. 

1.  Are  you  in  favour  of  a  scheme  of  territorial  representa- 
tion such  as  that  outlined  by  Mr.  J.  F.  Tocher  ? 

Yes:  Giles,  Sargeant,  and  Truman. 

No :  Harrison,  Hobbs*,  Pickering,  Walshaw*,  and  Young 
(those  marked  *  not  being  opposed  to  the  principle). 

2.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  immediate  division  of  the 
Minor  examination  so  as  to  relieve  the  present  mental  and 
physical  strain  involved  in  passing  so  many  subjects  at  one 
time  ? 

Yes:    Giles,    Harrison,    Hobbs,    Pickering,  Sargeant, 

Truman,  and  Walshaw. 
Mr.  Young  refers  to  his  Manchester  paper,  which  ad- 
vocated a  compulsory  curriculum,  then  division. 
_  3.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  no  amendment  of  poison  legisla- 
tion should  be  accepted  which  does  not  absolutely  conserve 
the  present  principle  of  the  education  of  the  vendor  as  the 
only  effectual  means  of  securing  public  safety  ? 
Yes  by  all. 

4.  Are  you  in  favour  of  abolishing  the  limitation  of  the 
restriction  on  the  retail  sale  of  carbolic  acid  which  exempts 
the  crystallised  acid  and  purchases  professing  to  be  for  use 
in  agriculture  or  horticulture ;  and  would  you  resist  any 
attempt  to  extend  the  principle  that  restrictions  on  the  retail 
sale  of  poisons  may  be  influenced  by  the  purpose  for  which 
the  vendor  or  purchaser  alleges  any  poison  is  to  be  em- 
ployed ? 

Yes:  Giles.  Harrison,  Hobbs,  Pickering,  and  Sargeant. 
No  to  the  first  and  Yes  to  the  second  part :  Truman 
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Supports  Mr.  Hills'  attitude :  Walshaw. 
Views  as  those  of  Privy  Council :  Young'. 

5.  Are  you  in  favour  of  the  Council  seeking  disciplinary 
powers  over  all  registered  chemists  ? 

Yes:  Giles,  Harrison,  Hobbs,  Pickering  ("to  a  certain 
extent"),  Sargeant  (but  "impossible  of  attainment"), 
Truman,  Walshaw,  and  Young. 

6.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  legislation  which  secures  the 
bond-fide  managment  of  every  shop  kept  open  for  the  sale  of 
poisons  or  dispensing  of  prescriptions  by  a  registered  chemist, 
and  the  responsibility  of  the  owners  for  seeing  that  this  is 
done,  would  be  a  satisfactory  settlement  of  the  situation 
created  by  the  House  of  Lords'  decision  regarding  limited 
companies  ? 

An  affir  native  reply  to  this  virtually  means  that  any 
person  or  company  might  be  the  owner  of  the  shop  so 
long  as  a  qualified  person  is  manager  of  it.  We  append 
the  full  replies  to  this  question  : 

Giles. — No,  but  at  this  distance  of  time  I  believe  it  is  the 
most  satisfactory  we  can  hope  to  obtain.  Had  the  Council 
in  the  early  'eighties  promoted  a  short  Bill  in  Parliament  to 
interpret  the  word  "  person  "  in  the  Act  of  1868  to  include 
the  plural — e.g.,  person  or  persons  or  a  company  of  persons — 
a  satisfactory  settlement  might  have  been  got.  Circum- 
stances have  so  changed  during  the  past  twenty-four  years 
(hat  meantime,  I  think,  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  this 
done.    I  therefore  approve  of  the  present  Bill. 

Harrison. — I  am  of  opinion  that  loyalty  to  the  principle 
of  the  1868  Act,  as  well  as  the  greater  safety  of  the  public, 
demands  that  not  only  every  shop  open  for  the  sale  of  poisons 
and  the  dispensing  of  prescriptions  should  be  in  charge  of  a 
registered  chemist,  but  that  there  should  also  be  on  the  direc- 
torate carrying  on  such  business  a  qualified  chemist  who 
should  bo  responsible  for  its  proper  conduct. 

Hobbs. — Yes;  provided  the  restriction  of  title  is  carefully 
reserved  to  the  qualified  individual. 

Pickering.— ~S$o,  I  am  not;  but  it  is  a  step  in  the  right 
direction. 

Sargeant.— No.  I  would  suggest  that  no  satisfactory  settle- 
ment is  possible  which  does  not,  in  addition,  reserve  the  use 
of  the  title  to  the  individual  who  has  earned  it. 

Truman.—  No.  More  consistent  to  delete  the  Widows  Clause 
from  the  1868  Act. 

Walshaw.— I  consider  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  if  passed,  would 
be  a  reasonable  settlement  of  the  mistakes  of  1880.  So  far  as 
your  question  is  susceptible  of  definite  reply,  I  should  be 
strongly  inclined  to  answer  in  the  affirmative. 

Young. — I  am  not  inclined  to  consider  any  settlement  satis- 
factory which  depends  upon  a  departure  from  the  main 
principle  la;d  down  by  the  Legislature  in  1868.  But  this 
question  cannot  well  be  answered  by  a  plain  "  Yes  "  or  "  No." 
A  Guinea  for  a  Postcard. 

With  the  foregoing  before  them  we  ask  our  subscribers 
and  their  employes  to  write  on  a  postcard  the  following 
names  in  the  order  in  which  they  think  they  will  appear 
when  the  scrutineers  report  on  Thursday,  May  18  : 

Carteighe.  Hobbs.  Southall. 

Giles  Park.  Truman. 

Harrington.  Pickering.  Walshaw. 

Harrison.  Sargeant.  Young. 

Address  the  postcards  "  The  Editor  of  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,"  and  post  so 
that  we  may  receive  them  not  later  than  Wednesday  next, 
May  10.  We  shall  award  the  guinea  to  the  writer  of  the 
card  who  first  sends  in  the  correct  order  as  then  determined. 


pharmaceutical  Society  of  3rdano. 

COUNCIL-MEETING. 

THE  Council  met  at  67  Lower  Mount  Street,  Dublin,  on 
Wednesday,  May  3,  at  three  o'clock.  The  President 
(Mr.  W.  F.  Wells)  took  the  chair;  and  the  other  members 
of  Council  who  attended  were  the  Vice-President  (Dr. 
Walsh),  and  Messrs.  G.  Beggs,  Vincent  Johnston,  Moffat 
and  Tate  (Belfast),  Britton  (Drogheda),  Batt,  Watson, 
and  Kelly. 

Death  of  Professor  Ticheorne. 
The  President  said  they  were  under  the  shadow  of 
a  very  dark  cloud.  At  their  last  meeting  a  month  ago 
their  old  friend  and  colleague  Dr.  Tichborne  sat  with  them, 
appeared  to  be  in  his  usual  good  health,  and  took  part  in 
their  discussions.  To-day  his  place  there  was  vacant  and 
would  know  him  no  more.    Every  member  of  the  Council, 


every  licentiate  of  the  Society,  and  every  registered  drug- 
gist would  feel  and  deplore  his  loss.  He  was  an  accom- 
plished gentleman  and  an  able  man  in  his  profession,  and 
was  one  of  the  most  genial  men  that  had  ever  sat  at  that 
table.  They  had  had  their  little  differences,  many  of 
them ;  but  during  the  twenty-two  or  twenty-three  years 
that  he  had  been  sitting  at  that  table  with  Dr.  Tichborne 
he  had  never  had  a  cross  word  with  him.  He  (Mr.  Wells) 
had  known  the  doctor  since  he  was  a  boy  :  he  learned  his 
chemistry  from  him  and  was  prepared  for  examinations 
by  him.  He  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the 
Society,  and  served  it  for  thirty  years.  During  the  whole 
time  of  his  membership  he  took  an  active  interest  in 
everything  connected  with  the  Society.  He  was  its  second 
President ;  and  he  filled  the  chair  for  five  years.  He  took 
a  deep  interest  in  the  evening  meetings  when  they  were 
started  ;  and  he  (the  President)  remembered  that  at  one  of 
those,  Mr.  Batt  being  in  the  chair  and  he  (the  President)  the 
only  other  member  present,  Dr.  Tichborne  read  a  very 
valuable  paper  to  the  two  of  them.  Subsequently,  when 
the  evening  meetings  were  started  a  second  time,  he 
showed  as  great  an  interest  in  them.  When  the  Society's 
first  Act  was  passed  almost  all  the  students  who  sought  to 
become  pharmacists  had  their  teaching  from  him,  and  there 
were  very  few  licentiates  in  Ireland  who  had  not  passed 
through  his  hands.  If  a  student  wished  to  learn  and  was 
diligent  he  would  do  everything  he  possibly  could  to  help 
him  ;  and  to  help  anybody  connected  with  the  Society  or  with 
pharmacy  was  to  him  a  labour  of  love.  He  (the  President) 
felt  unable  to  say  all  that  he  would  like  to  say  of  their  dear 
friend.  The  death-roll  of  the  Society  had  been  a  heavy  one 
lately,  including  as  it  did  Mr.  Moore  and  Mr.  Isaac  Small- 
man,  wholesale  druggists,  and  Dr.  Rodolph  Burnes,  who  was 
a  pharmaceutical  chemist.  All  that  the  Council  could  do 
was  to  express  their  sympathy  with  Dr.  Tichborne's  family, 
and  he  therefore  moved  the  following  resolution  : 

The  members  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland  have  heard  with  deep  sorrow  of  the  death 
of  their  esteemed  friend  and  colleague,  Professor  Charles 
R.  C.  Tichborne,  who  was  one  of  the  original  members  of 
the  Council,  and  its  President  from  1878  to  1883.  They 
desire  to  place  on  record  their  appreciation  of  the  great 
services  rendered  to  pharmacy  by  him  during  the  thirty 
years  that  he  served  on  the  Council  and  to  recognise  his 
high  attainments  in  the  profession  to  which  he  did  such 
honour,  and  that  at  all  times  his  great  talents  and  experi- 
ence were  freely  at  the  service  of  his  colleagues  and  pupils 
alike.  They  desire  to  convey  to  his  widow  and  family  their 
deep  sympathy  with  them  in  their  great  sorrow  and  bereave- 
ment. 

The  Vice-President,  in  seconding  the  motion,  said  he 
could  only  express  concurrence  in  all  that  the  President  had 
said  in  reference  to  Dr.  Tichborne,  who  was  a  cultured, 
kindly,  and  good-hearted  gentleman,  and  one  whom  genius 
and  attainments  had  placed  in  the  front  rank  of  his  pro- 
fession. His  name  was  known  not  alone  in  Ireland,  but  in 
many  climes  all  over  the  world. 

Mr.  Beggs  said  that  he  is  now  the  oldest  surviving  member 
of  the  Council,  his  membership  numbering  twenty-eight 
years.  During  that  time  he  had  had  the  privilege  of  know- 
ing Professor  Tichborne  intimately,  and  he  had  never  known 
him  to  vary  an  iota  in  his  manner  and  bearing  towards 
anyone.  It  was  his  privilege  to  have  been  under  his 
tuition,  and  he  could  endorse  every  word  that  the  President 
had  said  as  to  his  anxiety  to  help  students  through  their 
difficulties.  By  his  death  the  Council  had  sustained  an 
irreparable  loss. 

Mr.  Kelly  said  he  desired  to  add  his  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  one  who  was  a  faithful  friend  and  loyal  colleague. 
Twenty-five  years  ago  he  knew  him  first  as  a  teacher ;  and 
during  the  sixteen  years  that  they  had  been  associated  to- 
gether since  the  school  started  there  had  never  been  the 
slightest  interruption  of  the  harmony  that  existed  between 
them.  To  the  students  he  was  ever  a  faithful  friend  and 
adviser.    To  the  Society  he  was  a  loyal  member. 

The  resolution  was  then  put  from  the  chair,  and  passed 
unanimously,  all  the  members  standing  up.  and  the  meeting 
was  adjourned  until  next  Wednesday  at  three  o'clock. 


The  lawsuit  pending  in  tho  United  States  in  regard  to  the 
will  of  the  late  Mr.  William  Weightman,  referred  to  in  a 
recent  issue,  is  likely  to  prove  a  cause  ctlibrc. 
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Gibb. — At  1  Eoyd  Street,  Calcutta,  on  April  10,  the  wife 
of  A.  Gibb  (of  Messrs.  Bathgate  &  Co.),  of  a  daughter. 

McNatjghton.— At  Port  Elizabeth,  Cape  Colony,  on 
March  17,  the  wife  of  D.  McNaughton  (of  Messrs.  K.  James 
&  Co.,  chemists,  Port  Elizabeth),  of  a  daughter. 

Rubbra. — On  April  26,  the  wife  of  Francis  E.  Rubbra, 
chemist,  Lordship  Lane,  Dulwich,  of  a  son. 


flDarriases. 


Collis — Kenny. — On  April  25,  at  the  Pro-Cathedral, 
Marlborough  Street,  Dublin,  by  the  Rev.  Father  Flavin, 
Richard  Collis,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  proprietor  of  the 
Phibsborough  Medical  Hall,  North  Circular  Road,  Dublin, 
to  Bertha,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  Francis  Kenny, 
Coosan,  co.  Westmeath. 

Cooper — White. ^-At  St.  Peter's  Church,  Powick,  Wor- 
cester, on  April  25,  by  the  Rev.  Cecil  Hughes,  Herbert 
Edward  Cooper  (on  the  representative  staff  of  Messrs. 
Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.,  London)  to  Mabel  Winifred, 
eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  White,  Rupert  Villa, 
Lower  Wich,  Worcester. 

Gedge — Vigis. — At  St.  Paul's  Church,  Bath,  on  April  26, 
be  the  Rev.  Angus  Clark,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  R.  W. 
Windsor,  Horatio  William  Turner  Gedge,  chemist,  to 
Daisy  Francis,  youngest  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  Lewis 
Vigis,  chemist  and  druggist,  Bath. 

Lee — Parr. — At  Lowdham  Church,  by  the  Rev.  E.  C. 
Alford,  Vicar,  William  Lee,  chemist  and  druggist,  Notting- 
ham, to  Miss  Parr,  of  Lowdham. 

Whitchurch — Htjtson. — At  Skirbeck,  near  Boston,  by 
the  Rev.  J.  Schofield,  M.A.,  Ernest  William  Whitchurch, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Nottingham,  to  Martha  Wighton, 
youngest  daughter  of  Mr.  W.  C.  Hutson,  C.C.,  of  Gothic 
House,  Skirbeck. 


Deatbs. 


Batchelor. — At  Wimbledon,  on  April  19,  Mr.  Charles 
James  Henry  Batchelor,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  sixty- 
one. 

Burnes. — At  his  residence,  St.  John's  Terrace,  North 
Circular  Road,  Dublin,  on  April  29,  Dr.  Rodolphin  A.  C. 
Burnes,  M.D.,  pharmaceutical  chemist.  Dr.  Burnes,  who 
succumbed  to  acute  pneumonia  after  a  very  brief  illness, 
was  a  distinguished  alumnus  of  Trinity  College,  and  as 
a  physician  enjoyed  an  extensive  practice.  As  an  ex-phar- 
macist, he  evinced  a  warm  interest  in  his  former  craft. 

Colenutt.  — At  Sandown,  Isle  of  Wight,  on  April  23, 
Mr.  James  Colenutt,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  seventy- 
three.  Mr.  Colenutt,  who  retired  from  commercial  life 
a  number  of  years  ago,  took  a  prominent  part  in  public 
affairs.  He  was  a  member  and  Chairman  of  the  Local 
Board,  Chairman  of  the  Gas  Co.,  and  for  forty  years  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  he 
was  deacon,  treasurer,  and  honorary  organist.  The  last- 
mentioned  position  he  held  for  thirty-five  years,  and  his 
services  in  this  respect  are  commemorated  by  a  silver 
tablet  placed  on  the  organ. 

Cowan.— On  April  23,  Mr.  Samuel  Cowan,  optician, 
Manchester,  aged  fifty-seven.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
Mr.  Cowan  took  an  active  part  in  the  formation  of  the 
General  Board  of  Opticians,  of  which  body  he  was  elected 
Chairman. 

Dobbin.— At  7  Cobden  Road,  Edinburgh,  on  April  29, 
Agnes  Hood  Innes,  wife  of  Dr.  Leonard  Dobbin,  F.R.S.E. 

Dutton.—  News  has  reached  Liverpool  of  the  death  of 
Dr.  J.  E.  Dutton,  a  member  of  the  expendition  sent  out  in 
1903  by  the  Liverpool  School  of  Tropical  Medicine,  to 
investigate  the  causes  of  trypanosomiasis  and  tick-fever  in 
the  Congo.  The  result  of  the  investigations  has  been  the 
demonstration  of  the  cause  of  tick-fever  in  man,  but  Dr. 
Dutton  and  his  colleagues  also  contracted  the  disease.  Dr. 


Joseph  Everett  Dutton,  who  thus  becomes  a  martyr  to 
science  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-nine,  was  a  son  sf  the 
late  Mr.  John  Dutton,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  Rock- 
ferry  and  Birkenhead,  and  his  brother,  Mr.  Hugh  Odard 
Dutton,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  now  carries  on  the  busi- 
nesses of  John  Dutton  &  Son.  By  the  death  of  Dr. 
Dutton  the  Tropical  School  and  the  Liverpool  University 
have  lost  their  most  brilliant  graduate,  for  Dr.  Dutton  had 
won  a  recognised  position  throughout  the  scientific  world. 
Educated  at  the  King's  School,  Chester,  Dr.  Dutton  pro- 
ceeded to  the  University  of  Liverpool,  where  he  rapidly 
made  his  way,  and  in  1897  he  was  appointed  to  the  George 
Holt  Fellowship  in  Pathology,  which  gave  him  the  oppor- 
tunity for  research.  Dr.  Dutton  afterwards  entered  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  where  he  acted  as  house  surgeon,  and  in 
1901  he  was  elected  to  the  Walter  Myers  Fellowship  in 
the  Tropical  School.  His  first  expedition  to  West  Africa 
took  place  in  1900,  when,  with  Dr.  Annett,  he  visited 
Nigeria.  In  1901  he  proceeded  alone  to  the  Gambia,  and 
drew  up  a  most  comprehensive  and  useful  anti-malarial 
report,  which  has  proved  of  the  greatest  service  to  that 
Colony.  It  was  during  this  expedition  that  he  identified 
in  the  blood  of  a  patient  of  Dr.  Forde,  the  medical  officer 
of  Bathurst,  a  trypanosome,  belonging  to  a  group  of 
animal  parasites  which  had  hitherto  been  only  found  in 
animals.  Subsequently  he  found  the  same  organism  in 
numerous  other  patients  in  the  Gambia  and  elsewhere. 
This  discovery  of  the  first  trypanosome  in  man  by  Dr. 
Dutton  was  an  important  factor  in  leading  to  the  discovery 
of  the  cause  of  sleeping-sickness,  which  was  subsequently 
shown  by  other  observers  to  be  due  to  the  same  parasite. 
In  addition  to  his  discovery  of  Trypanosoma  gambiense, 
he  also  described  several  other  trypanosomes  new  to 
science.  In  1902  he  proceeded,  with  Dr.  Todd,  to  Sene- 
gambia,  and  drew  up  a  report  on  sanitation,  which  was 
presented  to  the  French  Government,  and  further  papers 
on  trypanosomiasis  were  published. 

Francis. — At  Chediston,  Fulton  Street,  St.  Kilda,  Vic, 
Mr.  Henry  Francis,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  aged  seventy- 


five.  Mr.  Francis  was  one  of  the  best-known  pharmacists 
in  Australia.  He  was  a  brother  of  the  late  Mr.  George 
Baggett  Francis  (Hearon,  Squire  &  Francis),  their  father 
being  a  chemist  in  Woodbridge,  Suffolk,  where  Henry 
Francis  was  born  in  1830.  He  was  apprenticed  to  hi's 
father,  who  before  he  had  settled  at  Woodbridge  had  been 
an  assistant  in  Messrs.  John  Bell  &  Co.'s.,  and  his  son  George 
had  in  due  course  gone  to  the  Oxford  Street  pharmacy 
in  1841,  and  thither  about  ten  years  later  followed  his 
brother  Henry.  In  1852  the  younger  Francis  was  smitten 
with  the  gold-fever  and  emigrated  to  Australia.  Arriving 
there,  he  proceeded  to  the  goldfields,  and  was  long  enough 
at  digging  to  make  some  money ;  but  the  life  did  not  suit 
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him  so  well  as  pharmacy,  and  he  returned  to  Melbourne, 
where  he  was  an  assistant.  By  the  time  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Victoria  was  founded,  in  1856,  he  was  in 
partnership  with  Mr.  E.  Perkins,  his  brother-in-law.  In 
1860  he  purchased  a  business  in  Bourke  Street,  Melbourne, 
and  thirteen  years  later  was  joined  by  Mr.  George  Swift, 
from  Allen  &  Hanburys,  Plough  Court,  and  this  associa- 
tion lasted  for  six  years,  when  Mr.  Swift  retired.  In 
1880  Mr.  R.  P.  Francis  (son  of  George  Baggett  Francis) 
went  out  to  Melbourne  to  assist  his  uncle,  and  remained 
with  him  until  1897.  The  Bourke  Street  pharmacy  was 
supplemented  by  another  in  Collins  Street  in  1888,  and  a 
few  years  later  the  older  pharmacy  was  rebuilt.  Mean- 
while Mr.  Francis's  son,  George  William  Francis,  was 
getting  on.  He  had  come  to  London  early  in  the  'eighties 
and  spent  some  years  in  Hearon,  Squire  &  Francis's 
laboratories  in  Coleman  Street.  He  attended  the  courses 
in  the  School  of  Pharmacy  in  1885,  took  certificates  in 
botany  and  materia  medica,  and 
examination  in  April  of  that  year. 
Melbourne,  he  joined  his  father's 
Francis  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
Society  of  Victoria,  which  he  served  as  a  Councillor, 
Treasurer,  and  President  (1884).  He  was  in  1885  elected 
a  member  of  the  Pharmacy  Board  and  retained  that 
office,  acting  as  an  examiner,  until  1900,  when  he  resigned, 
and  his  nephew,  Mr.  R.  P.  Francis,  was  appointed  to 
succeed  him.  Mr.  Francis  was  actively  participating  in 
business  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  and  was  a  highly 
respected  man.  His  son,  Mr.  G.  W.  Francis,  is  to  carry 
on  the  business.  It  may  be  noted  that  four  generations 
of  the  Francis  family  have  been  connected  with  pharmacy, 
the  fourth  generation  being  represented  by  Mr.  Alan 
Francis,  son  of  Mr.  G.  Bult  Francis  (Hearon,  Squire  & 
Francis,  Ltd.). 

Hatfield. — At  817  Commercial  Road,  Limehouse.  E.,  on 
April  18,  Mr.  George  Berney  Hatfield,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist. Mr.  Hatfield  was  one  of  the  best-known  public  men 
in  East  London.  In  1853  he  came  to  London  and  under- 
took the  management  of  a  business  at  Salmons  Lane,  E., 
for  Mrs.  Bruton.  He  remained  there  four  years, 
when  he  purchased  the  premises  at  817  Commercial  Road. 
He  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Limehouse  Vestry 
and  Board  of  Works,  and  he  was  a  former  Chairman  of 
the  Stepney  Board  of  Guardians,  and  had  also  occupied 
many  other  public  offices.  Mr.  Hatfield  leaves  a  family 
of  three  sons  and  five  daughters.  The  interment  took 
place  at  Ilford  Cemetery. 

Hill.— At  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on  April  30,  Mr. 
John  Hill,  father  of  Mr.  John  Rutherford  Hill,  Assistant- 
Secretary  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  aged  seventy- 
eight. 

MacAlister. — On  April  30,  at  12  Village  Road,  Birken- 
head, Euphemia  MacAlister,  aged  seventy-eight,  widow  of 
Donald  MacAlister,  formerly  of  Tarbert,  Loch  Fyne,  and 
later  of  Liverpool.  Mrs.  MacAlister  was  the  mother  of  the 
President  of  the  General  Medical  Council. 

Tichborne. — At  15  North  Great  George  Street,  Dublin, 
on  May  1,  Professor  Charles  Robert  Clarke  Tichborne, 
LL.D.,  L.R.C.S.I.,  L.A.H., 
F.I.C.,  etc.,  pharmaceutical  che- 
mist, member  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Council  of  Ireland  and  of  the 
General  Medical  Council,  aged 
sixty-six.  Professor  Tichborne's 
death  was  comparatively  sudden, 
although  he  had  been  in  fail- 
ing health  for  seme  time.  He  was 
one  of  the  most  interesting  men 
connected  with  British  pharmacy 
and  a  man  of  many  parts,  who 
obtained  an  honoured  position 
through  his  own  hard  work.  He 
was  born  in  Birmingham  in  3859, 
and  educated  there.  We  believe 
he  traced  his  descent  to  the  Sir 
Robert  Tichborne  who  signed  the 
death-warrant  of  Charles  I.  As  a  child  he  exhibited  extra- 
ordinary musical  talents,  and  his  public  performances  indi- 
cated a  career  for  him  in  this  direction,  but  about  the  age  of 
fourteen  he  was  apprenticed  for  six  years  as  a  chemist  in  a 


chemical- factory,  and  at  the  end  of  that  period  studied  under 
Hofmann  at  the  Royal  College  of  Science  in  Oxford  .'■treet. 
He  was  then  in  1859  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  labora- 
tories of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall,  Dublin,  and  his  name 
almost  at  once  commenced  to  appear  as  an  investigator,  his 
contributions  to  pharmaceutical  knowledge  being  numerous 
from  that  time  to  the  meeting  of  the  British  .Pharmaceu- 
tical Conference  in  Dublin  in  1S01.  His  earliest  subject 
was  syrup  of  iodide  of  iron,  on  which  he  made  suggestion^ 
which  helped  to  put  the  formula  of  the  preparation  on  a 
sound  basis,  and  when  Schaeht's  bismuth  was  introduced 
he  (Mr.  Tichborne)  was  the  first  to  tell  how  soluble  pre- 
parations of  bismuth  can  be  made.  This  brought  him  into 
controversy  with  the  originator  of  the  preparation,  but 
Tichborne's  work  was  recognised  in  the  first  official  formula 
for  liq.  bismuthi  et  ammoni  citratis.  It  is  to  him  also  that 
we  owe  the  introduction  of  oleic  acid  into  pharmacy,  and 
when  lin.  potassii  iodidi  cum  sapone  was  a  nuisance  to  all 
but  the  few  who  knew  how  to  make  it  right,  Tichborm- 
showed  how  to  make  a  permanently  fluid  preparation,  and 
this  persists  in  Ireland  to  this  day.  In  other  directions  he 
exhibited  high  pharmaceutical  skill,  and  we  dwell  upon  this 
fact  because  he  had  no  regular  training  as  a  pharmacist,  yet 
attacked  his  subjects  con  amore,  and  with  that  intimate 
knowledge  which  usually  accompanies  early  training.  He 
did  equally  good  service  in  analytical  chemistry,  and  wa- 
the  inventor  of  a  process  for  collecting  and  liquefying  car- 
bonic-acid gas  from  breweries,  which  is  worked  at  the  Guin- 
ness Breweries.  He  was  elected  a  Fellow  of  the  Chemical 
Society  in  1863,  and  was  a  Fellow  of  the  Institute  of 
Chemistry  from  its  foundation.  He  became  lecturer  in 
chemistry  at  the  Carmichael  School  of  Medicine  in  1872. 
and  when  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  was  created 
in  1875  he  was  named  in  it  as  one  of  the  original  members, 
and  when  Sir  Dominic  Corrigan,  Bart.,  M.D.,  the  first  Pre- 
sident, resigned  in  1878,  Professor  Tichborne  was  appointed 
to  succeed  him.  His  work  with  the  Society  was  admirably 
dealt  with  by  the  President  on  Wednesday,  as  reported  on 
p.  694.  Professor  Tichborne  qualified  as  a  medical  practi- 
tioner in  1887  at  the  Apothecaries'  Hall,  two  years  later 
taking  L.R.C.S.I.  and  the  D.P.H.  of  that  College  in  1890. 
In  1896  he  was  appointed  representative  of  the  Hall  on  the 
General  Me.dical  Council,  where  he  was  a  comparatively 
silent  member,  but  good  worker,  especially  on  Pharmacopoeia 
matters.  He  was  public  analyst  for  several  districts  in  Ire- 
land. In  1861  he  married  Sarah,  the  daughter  of  Surgeon 
Wilkinson,  of  Blackrock,  and  is  survived  by  one  son  (Sur- 
geon-Captain Charles  Roger  Tichborne,  R.A.M.C.)  and  four 
daughters.  Professor  Tichborne  was  highly  respected  by 
Dublin  citizens,  who  manifested  their  sympathy  when  the 
funeral  took  place  at  Mount  Jerome  Cemetery  on  Thursday. 

Smallman. — At  his  residence,  28  Grosvenor  Road. 
Rathgar,  on  April  29,  Mr.  Isaac  Thomas  Smallman. 
chemist  and  druggist,  aged  seventy-two.  Mr.  Smallman. 
who  was  registered  in  January,  1891,  was  a  representative 
member  of  the  wholesale  trade  in  Ireland. 

Stevens. — At  Balham,  S.W.,  on  May  1,  Mr.  James 
Stevens,  chemist  and  druggist,  Bedford  Hill  Road,  S.W., 
after  a  few  hours'  illness. 

Williams. — At  Belsize  House.  Walsall.  Staffs,  on 
April  20,  Mr.  James  Williams,  chemist  and  druggist,  aucd 
sixty. 

information  Manteo. 

Inquiries  for  the  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers,  or  other 
trade  information,  not  traceable  by  reference  to  the  advertise- 
ment-pages of  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  and  the  "C.  &  D. 
Diary,"  or  not  filed  in  our  private  register,  are  inserted  here 
free  of  charge.  Postcard  or  other  replies  to  any  of  the  sub- 
joined inquiries  (addressed  to  the  Editor  "The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.),  will  be  esteemed. 

208/21.    Who  are  the  makers  of  "  Hozal  "  floor-polish  ? 

209/20.    Makers  of  "Mimosa"  soap. 

209/24.  Where  can  "  Pilantra,"  a  product  of  the 
Geddes  Manufacturing  Co.,  be  obtained? 

4/5.  Makers  of  ointment-grinding  machines  for  cwt. 
quantities. 

209/31.  English  agents  for  Dr.  Moritz  Blumenthall's 
"  Renuetine." 
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"Antikito"  Cream  is  the  name  of  a  preventive  of 
mosquito-bites,  which  is  put  on  the  market  by  the  Antikito 
Syndicate,  Ltd..  Great  Portland  Street,  W. 

Samples  of  Chemists'  Printing  are  now  obtainable  from 
Messrs.  Harrison  &  Waide,  Kirkstall  Road,  Leeds,  at  6tl. 
per  set,  but  there  are  special  terms  for  Colonial  readers. 

Chemists'  Almanacks  for  1906  are  now  offered  by  Messrs. 
Jas.  Townsend  &  Sons,  chemists'  printers,  Exeter  and 
London.  Those  now  offered  are  intended  specially  for  the 
Colonies. 

In  Messrs.  Lynch  &  C'o.'s  advertisement  in  our  issue  of 
April  22  the  right-hand  page  bore  erroneously  their  old 
address,  192  Aldersgate  Street,  instead  of  their  present 
address,  Silver  Street,  Falcon  Square,  London,  E.C. 

Potassium  Citrate  is  a  chemical  about  which  a  good  deal 
has  been  said  lately,  and  we  can  commend  the  salt  made  by 
Messrs.  Davy  Hill  &  Co.,  64  Park  Street,  S.E.,  which  is 
neutral,  quite  granular,  semi-translucent,  and  not  deli- 
quescent. 

Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.,  Snow  Hill 
Buildings,  E.C,  ask  us  to  remind  photographic  chemists  that 
the  prize  competition  in  connection  with  tabloid  pyro-metcl 
developer  closes  on  May  15.  There  are  trade  prizes  amount- 
ing to  ten  guineas. 

The  "  Heron"  Baby  Food  is  the  most  recent  addition  to 
the  list  of  nutrients  for  the  rising  generation.  It  is  pre- 
pared by  Messrs.  Hearon,  Squire  &  Francis,  Ltd.,  South- 
wark  Street,  S.E.,  and  is  put  up  to  retail  at  Is.  6d.,  the 
minimum  price  being  Is.  Zd. 

Corks  at  5^/.  ter  gross  are  cheap.  That  is  a  quotation 
by  Messrs.  N.  W.  Mitchell  &  Sons,  Ltd..  Bouchon  Steam 
Works.  Mile  End,  E.,  for  1-dr.  to  2-oz.  corks,  and  the  firm 
have  made  reductions  in  other  sizes  up  to  the  quart,  giving 
free  delivery  for  orders  of  10s. 

New  List.— Messrs.  T.  Howard  Lloyd  &  Co.,  wholesale 
chemists,  Leicester,  send  us  a  copy  of  their  latest  net  price- 
list  for  pills,  tablets,  and  capsules,  which  shows  that  they 
offer  a  wide  range  of  these  goods  at  keen  prices.  Chemists 
can  judge  of  this  for  themselves  by  writing  for  a  copy. 

Dr.  Hogyes'  Asbestos  Sock  Co.,  67  Aldersgate  Street, 
E.C,  whose  goods  are  fairly  well  known  in  the  trade, 
are  making  a  special  offer,  as  to  which  particulars  are  given 
in  our  advertising-columns.  It  may  be  pointed  out  that 
these  socks  are  even  more  adapted  for  summer  sale  than  as 
a  winter  line. 

The  Special  Feature  in  the  May  issue  of  the  "  Business 
Motor,''  published  by  Messrs.  Newball  &  Mason,  Notting- 
ham, is  a  series  of  advertisements  suitable  for  chemists,  and 
the  firm  offer  electros  of  engravings  for  nothing,  or  at  a 
(  heap  rate  to  those  who  are  too  late  to  get  the  free  lot  set 
aside. 

Supplementary  Catalogue.— Messrs.  Raphael,  Wheway 
&  Bedfern,  Ltd.,  77  Clerkenwell  Boad,  E.C.  are  publish- 
ing a  sixty-page  catalogue  as  a  supplement  to  their  large 
catalogue.  The  new  list  contains  a  selection  of  the  goods 
suitable  for  sale  by  chemist-opticians,  two  pages  at  the 
end  referring  especially  to  spectacles  and  eyeglasses  for 
export  trade.    The  list  is  illustrated. 

The  One  Million  Pounds  Assertion  made  in  certain 
public  advertisements  last  week  as  the  saving  effected  for  the 
British  public  by  the  advertisers  is  taken  advantage  of  this 
week  by  Messrs.  A.  H.  Cox  &  Co.,  Ltd..  of  Brighton,  who 
quote  cascara  sagrada  tablets  and  Blaud's  pills  at  prices 
which  will  enable  retailers  to  meet  the  competition  of  the 
cutting  companies  with  profit  to  themselves  and  satisfaction 
to  the  public.    Messrs.  Cox  make  a  point  in  quality. 

"Glazeit"  is  the  name  which  Messrs.  Wilkins  &  Co., 
14  Cape  Hill.  Birmingham,  apply  to  a  solution  (in  Is. 
bottles)  for  hardening  P.O. P.  prints  before  submitting  them 
to  the  squeegee  process  of  glazing.  The  prints  are  immersed 
in  the  solution  for  fifteen  minutes  before  applying  to  the 
ferrotype  or  glass  plate.  Judging  from  the  composition  of 
"Glazeit,"  we  should  say  it  will  answer  the  purpose  well. 
Messrs.  W.  Butcher  &  Sons,  Camera  House,  Farringdon 
Avenue.  E.C,  are  the  wholesale  agents. 


Salothyme. — Messrs.  Adley,  Tolkien  &  Co.,  Ltd.. 
Blackburn,  are  bringing  out  a  series  of  toilet-preparaticns 
under  the  name  of  "  Salothyme."  The  series  of  ten  iu- 
cludes  a  tooth-paste,  toilet-cream,  and  snow.  A  sample 
of  the  last-named  is  before  us,  and  we  are  able  to  report 
on  its  physical  properties  in  the  most  favourable  manner. 
The  snow,  which  is  put  up  in  opal  pots,  is  of  a  ni<t 
pearly  appearance,  and  it  has  a  healthfully  pleaiant  per- 
fume that  will  recommend  it. 

Standardised  Galenicals. — Messrs.  Evans,  Gadd  &  Co_ 
Ltd.,  Fore  Street,  Exeter,  send  us  samples  of  six  of  theii 
standardised  galenicals,  which  they  are  willing  to  send  tc 
any  chemist  interested.  The  samples  comprise  ext.  ergot- 
liq.,  tr.  aconiti,  tr.  cannab.  ind.,  tr.  digitalis,  tr.  scilla'. 
and  tr.  strophanthi  ;  the  labels  stating  that  these  prepara- 
tions have  been  made  from  drugs  tested  by  physiological 
experiments,  the  galenicals  being,  of  course,  of  Pharmaco- 
poeial  strength.  Messrs.  Evans,  Gadd  &  Co.  invite  corre 
spondence  and  suggestions  as  to  improved  methods  of  pre- 
senting drugs  in  an  active  condition — an  invitation  which 
betokens  a  healthy  state  of  affairs  in  a  drug  firm. 

System  is  the  salvation  of  the  drug-trade  according  be 
Jay  Mack,  and  he  has  so  much  faith  in  his  assertion  thai 
he  is  issuing  "Jay  Mack's  Journal"  setting  forth  his 
reasons.  No.  1  of  this  publication  has  been  sent  us,  an'a 
the  author  has  been  good  enough  to  insert  rubrical  ex- 
planations and  proofs  of  his  contentions.  It  should  be 
added  that  the  "Journal"  does  not  give  the  details  of  tht 
system,  but  tells  how  these  may  be  had  and  the  reason.- 
which  should  induce  chemists  to  try  the  Jay  Mack  method- 
The  address  of  Jay  Mack  is  12  Brunswick  Place,  Hauley, 
Staffs,  and  he  will  send  his  "Journal"  to  any  C.  <fc  th- 
reader on  application.  The  system  is  sent  out  in  boolr 
form  on  loan,  and  we  have  had  an  opportunity  of  looking 
through  it,  and  without  giving  away  details  can  say  that 
it  contains  a  surprising  amount  of  new  practical  business 
details. 

The  Back  Page  of  our  Supplement  this  week  is  devoted 
to  a  striking  announc  ement  by  the  Standard  Tablet  Co.. 
Hove,  Sussex,  in  which  they  take  up  the  various  suggestions 
made  in  the  C .  &  D.  last  week  which  followed  upon  Boots 
threat  to  chemists.  The  S.  T.  Co.  are  showing  in  thi*- 
announcement  sket<  hes  of  packets  of  the  same  articles  a* 
those  offered  by  Boots'  companies  at  cut  rates,  so  that  our 
readers  are  able  to  judge  not  only  of  the  tasty  manner  is 
which  the  S.  T.  Co.  put  up  their  goods,  but  they  get  at  i 
glance  the  S.  T.  Co.'s  prices  and  the  profit  which  they  yield 
to  the  retailer.  It  will  be  seen  from  these  that  the  profit  ii 
most  cases  is  so  liberal  that  chemists  will  have  no  difficulty  iit 
fighting  the  cutters  with  their  owti  weapons.  The  S.  T- 
Co.'s  products  are  consistent  in  purity  and  style,  and  tht 
company  have  shown  great  enterprise  in  cultivating  the 
growing  demand  for  medicines  in  compact  and  palatable 
form. 

"  Wellcome"  Chloroform. — It  may  be  remembered  thai 
Messrs.  Wade  and  Finnemore,  in  a  communication  to  the 
Chemical  Society,  last  year  demonstrated  that  the  presciv  c 
of  a  trace  of  ethyl  chloride  in  chloroform  otherwise  pure, 
and  satisfying  the  Pharmacoposial  requirements,  has  the 
advantage  of  inducing  a  sort  of  preliminary  anaxtbesia. 
during  which  the  chloroform  anaesthesia  becomes  geueraL 
In  other  words,  there  is  none  of  that  preliminary  strugglin;.' 
or  delay  which  sometimes  is  observed  with  chloroform  free, 
from  ethyl  chloride — commonly  present  in  trace  in  chloro- 
form made  from  alcohol.  In  introducing  the  "  Wellcome* 
brand  of  chloroform.  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co. 
have  kept  this  fact  in  view,  and  in  a  note  whi<  h  a<  companies 
a  sample  of  their  new  product  they  say  the  brand 

is  particularly  characterised  by  containing  a  small  but  <W- 
finite  amount  of  ethyl  chloride.    In  its  production  the  mosi 
scrupulous  care  is  taken  to  ensure  the  highest  attainable 
degree  of  purity  and,  especially,  freedom  from  irritating 
products  of  decomposition.     While  recognising  that  the 
quality  of  the  chloroform  employed  is  but  one  factor  in  the 
successful  use  of  this  anaesthetic,  it  is  believed  that  the  in- 
troduction of  a  chloroform  of  unvarying  reliability  will 
prove  of  service  to  the  medical  profession. 
The  chloroform  is  put  up  in  a  distinctive  manner — viz.. 
in  ^-lb.  and  1-lb.  amber-coloured  bottles,  the  stopper  zmb 
neck  having  grooves  whkh  will  permit  the  contents  "to  bt 
steadily  dropped. 
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personalities. 


The  Hon.  George  T.  Fulford  sailed  on  Wednesday  for 
New  York. 

Mr.  Charles  W.  White,  of  Bombay,  is  now  on  his  way 
home  for  his  annual  visit. 

Mr.  Percy  Knott,  chemist,  has  been  elected  Vice-Chair- 
man of  the  Bolton  Board  of  Guardians. 

Mr.  R.  J.  Watson,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been 
elected,  for  the  fifth  time,  people's  warden  for  Caistor 
Church. 

This  week's  "  Shoreditch  Mail"  contains  an  interview 
with,  and  a  portrait  of,  Councillor  Dawes  White,  chemist, 
of  Kingsland  Road. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Longman,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  for 
the  fifteenth  time  in  succession  been  elected  People's 
Warden  for  the  parish  of  Littlehampton. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Johnston,  3  Manchester  Street,  Manchester, 
formerly  with  Messrs.  Wyleys,  Ltd.,  has  taken  up  the 
representation  of  Messrs.  Arthur  H.  Cox  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
Brighton,  in  London  and  suburbs. 

At  a  meeting  of  Grand  Lodge  held  at  Freemasons'  Hall  on 
April  26,  W.  Bro.  Arthur  E.  Ekins  (F.C.S.,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  St.  Albans)  P.P.G.  Warden  of  Herts,  was  ap- 
pointed a  "  Grand  Steward." 

Mr.  J.  H.  W.  Hart,  son  of  Mr.  James  Hart,  chemist 
and  druggist,  of  the  Royal  Naval  Hospital,  Malta,  passed 
the  matriculation  examination  of  London  University 
held  in  Malta  in  January  last. 

Mr.  Charles  Thomas  Ward,  chemist  and  dentist,  has 
been  unanimously  elected  for  the  fifteenth  year  in  succession 
people's  warden  of  the  Parish  Church  of  St.  Michael  and 
All  Angels,  Southwick,  near  Brighton. 

Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris,  Liberal  candidate  for  the  Flint 
Boroughs,  watched  a  game  of  football  played  at  Mold  on 
April  29  and  handed  to  the  winning  team  a  massive  silver 
cup  which  he  had  presented  for  competition. 

Mr.  F  G.  Gibson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Darlington 
Street,  Wolverhampton,  has  been  elected  a  member  of  the 
Wolverhampton  Board  of  Guardians  without  opposition. 
Mr.  Gibson  was  the  nominee  of  the  local  Tradesmen's 
Association. 

Mr.  Richard  Winfrey,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Peter- 
borough, Liberal  candidate  for  South-West  Norfolk,  in  a 
letter  to  a  recent  issue  of  the  "Daily  News,"  details  his 
experience  of  the  life  and  condition  of  the  people  in  a  part 
of  Norfolk  largely  given  over  to  game-preserving. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Brinson,  representative  of  Messrs.  Evans 
Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.,  of  London  and  Liverpool,  has 
been  elected  people's  warden  of  Trinity  Church,  Chester- 
field. The  remains  of  George  Stephenson,  inventor  of  the 
steam-engine,  are  buried  under  the  chancel  of  this  church. 

Mr.  T.  B.  Russell,  who  for  many  years  has  been 
associated  with  Messrs.  John  Morgan  Richards  and  Sons, 
Ltd.,  as  head  of  their  advertising  department,  is  joining 
the  publishing  staff  of  the  "Times."  Mr.  Russell,  besides 
being  a  leading  advertising  expert,  has  a  reputation  for 
literary  ability,  and  has  written  at  least  one  novel. 


IRecent  Mills. 


Preston.— The  late  Mr.  Alfred  Preston,  J. P.,  of  4  Elsworthy 
Road,  Hampstead,  a  director  of  the  Gas-purification  and 
Chemical  Co.,  Ltd.,  and  chairman  of  Johnson's  Saceharum 
Co.,  and  formerly  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  T.  Hodgkinson, 
Prestons  &  King,  Bishopsgate  Street  Without,  E.C.,  whole- 
sale druggists,  who  died  on  April  2,  1905,  aged  seventy-eight, 
leaving  estate  valued  at  22,242/.  gross,  and  22,089/.  net,  left 
by  h  is  will  of  March  1,  1899  (with  a  codicil  of  January  20, 
1904),  to  his  servants  10/.  each,  to  his  daughter  Margaret  2,000/. 
and  while  unmarried  the  income  from  eighty  shares  in  the 
Prudential  Insurance  Co.,  to  his  sons,  Harry  Westbury 
Preston,  solicitor,  and  Lionel  Litchfield  Preston  1,500/.  each, 
to  his  son  Alfred  Charles  Preston,  of  Bishopsgate  Street, 
wholesale  druggist,  1,000/.,  to  his  daughters  Florence  Morson 
and  Annie  Gertrude  Hall  1,000/.  each,  to  his  son  Leonard 
Ronald  Preston  1,000/.,  and  in  trust  for  his  son  Ernest  Stanton 
Preston  500/. ;  and  the  testator  left  the  residue  of  his  property 
upon  trusts  for  his  children  other  than  his  said  son  Leonard. 


Steothee. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Charles  John  Strother, 
chemist's  traveller,  of  144  Wellesley  Road,  Chiswick,  who  died 
on  April  5,  has  been  proved  by  Mr.  Henry  Bayliss  Worrall, 
80  Coleman  Street,  E.C.,  solicitor,  and  the  testator's  daughter, 
Miss  Florence  Elizabeth  Strother,  by  whom  the  gross  estate 
is  returned  at  433/.  With  the  exception  of  two  small  legacies 
of  5/.  each,  the  testator  bequeathed  everything  to  Lis 
daughter. 

Wink. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Adam  Wink,  phar- 
maceutical chemist  (formerly  of  2  Devonshire  Square.  EC), 
who  died  at  his  residence,  Clevelands,  Barrowgate  Road,  Chis- 
wick, on  January  17,  has  been  proved  at  the  Principal  Probate 
Registry  by  his  widow,  Mrs.  Helen  Elizabeth  Wink,  sole 
executrix.  The  gross  amount  of  the  estate  is  1,548/.  10s.  72., 
including  net  personalty  1,350/.  8s.  9(2. 


Westminster  Misoom. 

(From  our  Parliamentary  Representative.) 

The  Political  Outlook. 

Parliament  reassembled  on  Tuesday  after  the  Easter 
Recess,  and  at  once  proceeded  to  the  further  discussion  of 
the  Aliens  Bill.  Nothing  has  yet  transpired  as  to  the  date 
when  the  Government  will  explain  its  proposals  in  regard 
to  Redistribution.  Mr.  Balfour's  pronouncement  on  this 
subject  is  awaited  with  interest  for  the  light  it  is  expected 
to  throw  on  Ministerial  intentions  with  respect  to  the  Dis- 
solution. At  the  moment  there  is  very  little  talk  of  an  early 
General  Election,  though  a  few  Liberals  still  speak  of  an 
appeal  to  the  country  in  June.  If,  in  accordance  with 
Ministerial  expectation,  the  Government  goes  on  for  another 
year,  there  is  ample  work  to  occupy  Parliament  up  to 
August.  Apart  from  the  redistribution  proposals  (what- 
ever they  may  be)  Mr.  Balfour  has  now  intimated  that  he 
hopes  at  an  early  date  to  be  able  to  introduce  a  Bill  dealing 
with  the  Scottish  Church  dispute. 

Industrial  Alcohol. 

Mr.  Joseph  Nolan  put  a  question  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  on  Wednesday  regarding  the  manufacture  of 
potato  spirit  in  Germany,  and  asking  that  the  restrictions 
on  the  making  of  spirit  from  potatoes  in  Ireland  for  indus- 
trial purposes  could  be  relaxed  in  such  a  way  as  to  place 
Ireland  in  a  position  to  compete  with  Germany  and  other 
foreign  countries.    Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  in  reply  said  : 

In  paragraph  four  of  their  recently-presented  report,  tho 
Industrial  Alcohol  Committee  stated  that  they  were  satisfied 
"that  in  the  present  agricultural  conditions  of  this  country 
it  would  not  be  possible  to  found  a  profitable  industry  on  tho 
employment  of  potatoes  as  a  material  of  distillation."  Tho 
evidence  on  which  this  conclusion  was  based  will  be  found 
in  Q.  5,656-5,854  of  the  Minutes  of  Evidence.  Briefly,  it  may  be 
said  that  it  would  not  pay  to  make  spirit  from  potatoes  unless 
the  potatoes  could  be  purchased  at  a  price  not  exceeding  about 
1/.  per  ton.   In  Ireland  potatoes  fetch  not  less  than  21.  per  ton. 

Mr.  Nolan  also  asked  the  Chancellor  whether  he  pro- 
posed to  introduce  any  measures  to  facilitate  the  importa- 
tion of  West  Indian  patent-still  spirit  into  the  United 
Kingdom  for  industrial  purposes  ;  and  whether  he  had  any 
intention  of  removing  the  extra  duty  of  42.  per  gallon 
paid  upon  same.  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain,  in  reply  to 
this,  said  : 

It  is  not  proposed  to  introduce  any  measure  giving  pre- 
ferential treatment  to  West  Indian  spirit.  But  if  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Industrial  Alcohol  Committee  are  adopted  by 
Parliament,  spirit  from  the  West  Indies  will  derive  a  sub- 
stantial benefit  from  the  new  arrangements,  in  common  with 
all  other  spirit,  whether  imported  or  home-made. 

In  reply  to  a  supplementary  question,  put  to  him  by 
Mr.  Gibson  Bowles,  as  to  whether  the  Bill  would  be 
introduced  this  Session,  the  Chancellor  said.  "Yes,  sir; 
the  Bill  is  now  being  prepared,  and  I  hope  to  present  it 
as  soon  as  it  is  ready." 

Commission  on  Tuberculosis. 

Mr.  Channing  asked  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  on  Thursday  what  is  the  present  position  of 
the  inquiry  being  held  by  the  Commission  on  Tuberculosis, 
and  when  the  Commission  may  be  expected  to  complete 
its  inquiry  and  report. 

Laymen  on  the  General  Medical  Council. 

Mr.  Weir  will  ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  on  Monday  next  if  he  will  take  such  steps 
as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  the  representation  of  laymen 
on  the  General  Medical  Council. 
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Observations  ano  IReflectfons. 

By  Xraysee. 


The  Doctrine  of  Probabilism 

is  familiar  to  theological  his- 
torians as  one  of  the  famous  tenets  of  the  Jesuits.  It  was 
taught  by  them  that  if  any  statement  or  argument  could 
be  found  in  the  writings  of  any  "grave  doctor"  the 
probability  of  its  truth  might  be  assumed  and  acted  upon, 
even  though  conscience  and  intelligence  compelled  its 
rejection  as  erroneous  or  false.  The  compiler  of  the 
Million  Pound  Easter  advertisements  may  have  justified 
his  own  Machiavellian  policy  much  as  a  Jesuit  Father 
would  have  done.  With  all  his  vast  reverence  for  himself 
as  a  national  benefactor,  he  cannot  know  so  little  of  the 
medicine-trade  as  to  accept  in  his  conscience  and  intelligence 
the  accuracy  of  the  estimate  published  in  the  "Times" 
that  each  of  the  326  shops  controlled  by  his  companies 
sold  drugs,  chemicals,  and  medicines  to  the  public  at  an 
average  of  3,00(W.  less  than  the  qualified  chemist  would 
charge.  But  he  finds  this  statement  in  the  "Times," 
and  he  merely  transfers  it  on  to  the  innocent  public.  He 
does  not  even  say  it  is  so ;  he  only  says  the  "  Times " 
says  it.    This  may  be  clever,  but  it  is  not  cricket. 

As  for  the  "  Times  " 

and  how  it  got  at  its  figure  we  may 
hear  something  more.  But  it  is  not  pleasant  to  think  that 
a  journal  with  such  a  history  is  willing  to  commit  itself 
to  such  egregious  nonsense,  and  to  an  assertion  so  injurious 
to  thousands  of  honest  citizens  without  the  most  convincing 
evidence  of  its  accuracy.  To  say  that  the  estimate  was 
merely  a  statement  which  appeared  in  one  of  those  ad- 
vertisement notices  drafted  by  its  publishing  staff,  and 
must  not  be  taken  too  seriously,  makes  the  matter  rather 
worse.  Its  bitterest  enemies  have  never  yet  accused  the 
"Times"  of  selling  its  opinions.  In  the  current  "Fort- 
nightly Review"  the  eminent  journalist  Mr.  Edward 
Dicey,  C.B.,  writes  an  article  on  "Journalism,  New  and 
Old,"  wherein  are  some  pungent,  though  measured, 
criticisms  of  the  "leading  journal."  The  "  Times,"  writes 
Mr.  Dicey,  was  to  the  men  of  his  generation  the  paper 
which,  whatever  might  be  their  views  as  to  its  politics, 
one  and  all  respected  as  the  highest  representative  of 
journalistic  dignity  and  journalistic  integrity.  The  fact 
that  the  moral  of  the  British  Press  was  so  long  kept  up 
by  the  lofty  example  of  the  "  Times  "  makes  him  refer  with 
regret  to  the  "  novel  and  strange  development  of  the  journal- 
istic trade  "  which  that  champion  of  high-toned  respecta- 
bility has  lately  sanctioned. 

The  False  Analogy 

between  railway  directors  and  pharmacy 
company  directors,  which  the  President  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  dealt  with  so  effectively  last  week  in 
the  city  of  its  origin,  has  acquired  much  more  credit  than 
it  deserved,  perhaps  because  it  was  used  by  an  ex-Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach  insists 
that  he  has  as  much  right  to  be  a  director  of  a  pharmacy 
company  without  being  a  qualified  chemist  as  he  has  to  be 
a  director  of  a  railway  company  without  being  a  qualified 
engine-driver.  Probably  he  would  admit  half  our  claim- 
namely,  that  he  and  his  railway  co-directors  could  not 
have  any  moral  right  to  describe  themselves  as  "  Hicks- 
Beach  &  Co.,  Qualified  Engine-drivers."  The  rest  of  our 
case  is  summarily  stated  in  Mr.  Robinson's  speech.  The 
cases  differ  in  this  respect ;  Parliament  has  passed  hundreds 


of  Railway  Acts,  but  it  has  never  suggested  that  pro- 
prietorship of  a  railway  should  be  contingent  on  quali- 
fication as  an  engine-driver ;  Parliament  has  twice  dealt 
with  the  pharmacy  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  on  both 
occasions  has  insisted  on  the  principle  of  qualified  pro- 
prietorship. This  conclusion  was  arrived  at,  as  the  Presi- 
dent says,  after  exhaustive  inquiry  by  a  Parliament  "of 
which  Sir  Michael  was  a  member."  It  can  hardly  be  con- 
tended that  a  principle  which  was  thought  essential  in 
the  case  of  individuals  is  in  no  way  necessary  for  com- 
panies, nor  can  Sir  Michael  plead  that  he  dissented  from 
the  view  of  "  the  Parliament  of  which  he  was  a  member"  ; 
for  it  happens  that  a  few  years  later  he,  as  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland,  piloted  through  the  House  of  Commons  the 
Bill  which  regulates  pharmacy  in  Ireland,  and  in  that 
statute  the  principle  of  qualified  proprietorship  is  as 
definitely  laid  down  as  it  is  in  the  Act  of  1868. 

Sir  John  Gorst 

is  a  politician  with  a  singularly  "detached" 
mind.  He  is  the  dread  of  the  party  he  belongs  to  and 
the  hope  of  the  party  opposed  to  him.  There  is  a  thought- 
ful article  by  him  in  this  month's  "Fortnightly  Review" 
on  "Governments  and  Social  Reform,"  in  which  he  com- 
pares the  electors  who  vote  for  a  party  candidate  to  the 
"  costermongers  and  'bus-drivers  who,  scarcely  knowing 
where  Oxford  and  Cambridge  are  located,  take  sides  in 
the  University  Boat-race,"  and  he  comes  to  the  conclusion 
that  "  our  social  condition  cannot  be  improved  so  long 
as  electors  think  more  of  party  success  than  of  their  own 
interests."    Verbum  pliarmacopolibus  satis. 

Mr.  Andrew  Lang 

sympathises  rather  scoffingly  in  "  Long- 
man's Magazine  "  with  the  budding  young  scientists  who  are 
hampered  by  the  compulsory  Greek  regulations  of  the 
universities.  He  does  not  wonder  that,  as  some  of  them 
have  confessed  in  "  Nature,"  they  should  be  absolutely  un- 
conscious of  any  literary  charm  in  the  language  of  the  gods, 
of  Homer,  and  of  Sophocles,  or  that  they  should  forget  as 
soon  as  possible  the  bits  they  have  crammed.  Their  own 
m,  or  n,  or  x  rays  may  or  may  not  be  more  useful  than  Greek  ; 
they  may  even  contribute  to  the  synthesis  of  sugar ;  who 
knows  ?  But  if  Greek  is  not  to  be  compulsory,  why  should 
mathematics?  Mr.  Lang  recalls  how  painful  was  the  latter 
study  to  himself,  and  how  he  triumphantly  proved  to  his 
examiner  that  a  penny  was  equivalent  to  240Z. ,  and  passed. 
And  then  what  about  all  other  distasteful  subjects  ?  It  may 
be  unfair  to  insist  on  all  minds  applying  themselves  to  one 
subject,  but  there  must  be  some  test  of  work  and  ability. 
The  only  way  out  of  the  difficulty  that  he  sees  is  for  every 
student  to  choose  his  own  subject  in  which  to  be  examined. 
"Inquirer"  (202/12)  apparently  shares  Mr.  Lang's  arith- 
metical infirmity.  He  divides  one  million  by  20,000  and 
brings  out  the  quotient  at  500,  which  certainly  adds  a 
superficial  effect  to  his  argument. 

Mr.  David  Gilmour, 

an  examiner,  among  a  number  of  in- 
stances of  ignorance  and  lack  of  judgment  on  the  part  of 
candidates,  has  lately  quoted  one  where  I  should  say  the 
examiner,  and  not  his  victim,  was  in  fault.  A  "  small 
quantity "  of  ointment  of  rose  water  is  requested  to  be 
made,  and  half  a  pound  is  prepared.  "  The  size  of  a  piece 
of  chalk  "  used  to  be  specified  as  a  sample  of  a  bad  standard, 
but  "  a  small  quantity  "  is  not  much  better. 


A  Guinea  for  a  postcard  in  regard  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  Election  is  offered  this  week.  For  full  particulars 
see  p.  694. 
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DISINFECTANTS. 

"Sanitas"  Co.,  £im., 

are  the  exclusive  Manufacturers  of  the 
well-known  Non-poisonous 

"S  ANITAS "  PREPARATIONS; 

They  also  Make  and  Deal  in 
"Soldis,"   "  Okol,"    "Creocide,"    "  Pinos," 
"Kingzett's   Patent   Sulphur   Fumigating  Candles," 
"'S'alphugators,''  ''Formic  Sulphugators,''  "  Formic  Air 
Purifiers," 

"Formic   Fumigators,"    "Formic  Aldehyde" 
(40  per  cent.  Solution,  Tablets,  and  Powder), 
3ingiett's  Patent  Drain  Testers,  Sheep  Dips,  Weed  Killer, 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen, 
Carbolic  Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps, 
Eucalyptus  Oil,  and  Permanganate  of  Potash 
"■Sanitas"  Pamphlet  and  "How  to  Disinject"  Book  sent  free. 

7MB  "SANITAS "  CO.,  LTD.,  LONDON,  E. 


WARRICK 
BROTHERS 

CAPSULE 
MAKERS, 

6  NILE  ST.,  CITY  RD.,  LONDON,  N.  [ 


MILO 


TRADE    i^f  MARK 


FOOD 


MUNN'S 


GENUINE 
MOM'  FR  EE  ZING 


Cod  Ciixr  Oil 


OUR  OIL  IS  GUARANTEED  TO  STAND 
THE  LOWEST  FREEZING  TESTS. 


1  is  guaranteed  PURE  and  UNADULTERATED. 

W®  defy  any  analyst  to  prove  adulteration  in  any  Cod 
liivsr  Oil  shipped  direct  from  our  Factories. 

W.  A.  MUNN,  Manufacturer, 
ST.  JOHJS'S,  NEWFOUNDLAND. 


GRIMBLE'S 
PURE 
VINEGAR. 


Brewery  s  LONDON,  N.  W. 


WILCOX,  JOZEAU  &  CO., 

49  Haymarket,    LONDON,  S.OT. 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF-'PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES 


FRENfMERMAN 

p»™MEDICINES 


PRICE    LIST    ON  APPLICATION. 


LOWEST  PRICES, 


"CEIiSUS," 

MUSCLE  VITALISER  AND  EMBROCATION. 

Chemists  willing  to  assist  in  the  sale  should  write 
immediately,  asking  for  our  Special  Offer. 
Sample  Sent  Free  (Dept.  C.  DA 
Wholesale  London  Agents— J.  SANGER  &  SONS, 
Winsley  Street.  W. 
Sole  Proprietors- BARCLA  Y,  HOBSON  &  CO.,  Ld., 
3  Moreton  Street,  MA  NCHESTER. 


EMtorial  Comments. 


The  Section  17  Cases. 

When  the  defence  of  the  Eankin's  ointment  and  Easton's 
syrup  cases  was  entered  on  some  months  ago  experts  in 
pharmacy  law  were  confident  that  no  judge  would  listen 
to  the  arguments  which  were  to  be  put  forward.  Never- 
theless, two  magistrates,  in  different  places,  at  different 
times,  have  shown  themselves  to  be  so  impressed  as  to 
take  time  to  consider  their  decisions.  Which  shows  that 
there  is  something  in  the  defence,  and  although  the  Leeds 
Magistrate,  like  his  colleague  at  Bradford,  has  decided 
that  a  vermin-killer  containing  a  Part  1  poison  is  itself 
in  Part  1,  he  appears  to  have  gone  further  in  order  to 
get  reasons  for  this  decision.  His  judgment  is  emphatic 
from  the  common-sense  point  of  view,  but  there  are  a 
few  remarkable  facts  still  to  be  disposed  of  before  we 
can  consider  the  legal  matter  settled;  and  as  the  validity 
of  the  manner  of  adding  poisons  to  the  schedule  is  in- 
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volved,  we  think  the  case  is  one  in  which  the  Council  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  as  the  administrators  of 
the  law,  should  co-operate.  The  Council's  action  no  longer 
ago  than  last  month,  in  making  fresh  additions  to  the 
schedule  which  are  not  yet  approved  by  the  Privy  Council, 
is  practically  challenged  by  the  Leeds  Magistrate's  deci- 
sion on  Tuesday.  Looking,  in  the  meantime,  at  the  general 
bearing  of  the  decision  (which  is  to  the  effect  that  any 
addition  of  preparations  of  articles  to  the  schedule  can 
only  be  to  that  part  of  the  schedule  in  which  such  articles 
themselves  occur  in  the  Act),  if  it  is  sustained,  the  follow- 
ing Part  2  poisons  must  be  regarded  as  in  Part  1  : 

Preparations  of  corrosive  sublimate. 
Preparations  of  morphine. 

The  tincture  and  all  vesicating  liquid  preparations  of  ean- 
tharides. 

Vermin-killers  containing  any  Part  1  poison. 
Nux  vomica  and  its  preparations  (doubtful,  but  they  contain 
poisonous  vegetable  alkaloids). 

Besides  these,  "  Preparations  of  Cocaine,"  which  are  pro- 
posed to  be  added  to  Part  2,  will  be  regarded  as  in  Part  1. 
It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  Leeds  and  Bradford  Magi- 
strates' decisions  are  of  wide  application,  and  condemn  the 
past  action  of  the  Pharmaceutical  and  Privy  Councils  as 
ultra  vires.  We  have  previously  pointed  out  that  there  is 
no  need  for  this  if  the  original  schedule  is  considered  as  a 
list  of  so  many  articles,  some  of  which  do  not  include  what 
can  be  read  into  them — i.e.,  those  entries  in  which  prepara- 
tions are  not  mentioned  are  poisons  only  in  regard  to  the 
drugs  themselves.  Thus  cantharides  was  put  in  the  schedule 
because  that  drug  itself  was  in  demand  for  a  nefarious  pur- 
pose :  the  Legislature  had  no  thought  of  interfering  with 
the  sale  of  preparations  of  the  drug,  otherwise  it  would 
have  said  so  as  in  other  cases,  by  adding  "  and  its  prepara- 
tions." As  socn  as  the  legal  mind  gets  away  from  this 
elemental  fact,  confusion  arises  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
constituted  authorities  under  Section  2  become  a  farce.  We 
think  this  ought  to  have  the  fullest  consideration  in  court 
as  expeditiously  as  possible.  Now,  with  reference  especially 
to  the  decision  as  it  affects  vermin-killers,  we  again  point 
out  that  the  Government  of  1870,  when  drafting  the  Sale  of 
Poisons  (Ireland)  Act,  concluded  that  the  effect  of  the  first 
resolution  under  Section  2  of  the  1868  Act  was  to  place 
vermin-killers  in  Part  2  of  the  Schedule,  and  it  was  so 
included  in  the  1870  Act.  That  was  also  the  view  of  the 
Departmental  Committee  on  Poisons  (1902),  which  specifi- 
cally recommended  that  "  vermin-killers  containing  poisons 
included  in  Part  1 "  should  be  scheduled  in  Part  1.  Mr. 
Atkinson  quoted  from  this  report,  but  it  will  be  seen  that 
its  significance  is  entirely  in  favour  of  the  defence,  whose 
view  was  the  same  as  the  Committee's — viz.,  that  vermin- 
killers  are  not  in  Part  1.  It  is  unnecessary  to  labour  this 
point,  for,  as  we  have  said,  the  decision  affects  other  things 
.of  far  more  serious  incidence,  and  it  should  either  be  re- 
versed by  the  High  Court  or  put  right  by  an  amending 
Act.  The  Easton's  syrup  cases  involve  no  novel  point  of 
law.  There  are  undoubtedly  conditions  under  which  a 
chemist  may  supply  a  customer  with  Easton's  syrup  or  any 
preparation  containing  poison,  and  treat  it  as  an  article 
dispensed.  For  example,  when  the  customer  asks  for  a  tonic 
and  the  chemist  selects  Easton's  syrup  or  a  mixture  contain- 
ing it  as  a  tonic.  In  this  case  entry  in  the  prescription-book 
is  the  commercial  and  legal  course.  When,  however,  the  cus- 
tomer is  an  ordinary  purchaser  and  asks  for  the  specific 
article  Easton's  syrup,  there  is  no  alternative  but  to  treat  the 
transaction  as  a  sale.  A  ruling  on  the  point  which  would 
have  left  with  the  retailer  the  choice  of  using  the  poison- 
book  or  prescription-book  as  his  fancy  pleases  would  have 
heen  equally  unfortunate  to  the  public  and  to  the  drug-trade. 


"  A  Private  Member  s  Bill." 

This  is  the  title  of  a  two-column  advertisement  in  the 
"Times''  of  Thursday.  The  manner  in  which  the  Boots 
companies  have  recently  used  the  authority  of  the  "  Times  " 
did  not  give  satisfaction  in  Printing  House  Square,  but  we 
understand  the  matter  has  been  satisfactorily  adjusted. 
Says  the  advertisement  :  "  These  notes  have  been  prepared 
by  a  member  of  the  '  Times'  advertising-staff  mainly  from 
information  supplied  by  the  Drug  Companies'  Association, 
Ltd."  The  first  of  the  series  is  "  A  Retrospect."  This  is 
copyright,  so  that  we  are  unable  to  reprint  what  would  be 
interesting  reading  to  our  subscribers.  The  notes  deal,  ot 
course,  with  the  Pharmacy  Bill,  1905,  and  in  a  more  or  less 
sarcastic  introduction  ccntrast  private  and  company  trading, 
remarking  that 

"  A  chemist  in  a  small  way  of  business  is  a  chemist,  but 
employ  two  or  three  hundred  chemists  in  one  large  concern 
and  you  may  not  say  you  are  doing  a  chemist's  business.  Such 
is  the  logic  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society." 
The  advertisement  then  proceeds  to  state  how  the  1868  Act 
was  called  into  being,  and  asserts  that  old-fashioned  chemists 
"  had  the  field  to  themselves"  and  "made  a  rich  harvest," 
the  continuance  of  which  was  disturbed  by  the  new  methods 
of  trading  inaugurated  by  the  Stores.  These,  it  says, 
brought  about  the  action  of  1880  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  against  the  London  and  Provincial  Supply  Associa- 
tion Ltd.,  and  the  result  of  that  action  is  told  without 
reference  to  the  grave  doubts  of  numerous  judges  and  their 
general  agreement  that  the  treatment  of  the  companies  was  a 
casus  omissus.   The  notes  proceed  to  say  that — 

"  For  eighteen  years  after  the  action  just  mentioned  tho 
Pharmaceutical  Society  remained  quiescent.  But  an  oppor- 
tunity for  a  further  attack  on  trade  competitors  seemed  to 
present  itself  in  1898." 

This  was,  of  course,  the  Companies  Acts  Amendment  Bill, 
into  which  a  clause  was  introduced,  and  the  action  of  the 
late  Lord  Herschell  and  the  Lord  Chancellor  (the  Earl  of 
Halsbury)  is  referred  to,  the  clause  from  the  Bill  being 
quoted,  which  was  to  the  effect  that  a  company  might  carry- 
on  the  business  of  a  chemist  so  long  as  it  was  bond  fide 
directed  by  a  manager  or  assistant  who  was  a  registered 
chemist.  As  is  well  known,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
induced  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  withdraw  this  clause,  and 
the  fact  is  mentioned  in  the  note,  but  not  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor's subsequent  action  in  the  introduction  of  a  Bill 
specially  dealing  with  this  matter  and  another  absolutely 
prohibiting  companies  from  practising  dentistry  or  medi- 
cine. The  notes,  however,  mention  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  Bill  of  1900,  in  which  the  full-directorate  clause 
was  for  the  first  time  put  forward,  and  it  is  stated  that  this 
idea  was  "never  entertained  by  Parliament."  Then  refer- 
ence is  made  to  the  present  Session's  Bill,  which  is  described, 
"  according  to  expert  opinion,"  as  one  of  such  crude  drafts- 
manship "  as  to  be  unworthy  of  a  place  in  the  statute-book. 
And  it  will  be  shown,"  the  notes  proceed  to  say,  "  that  it  is 
an  insidious  attempt  to  establish  what  can  only  be  termed  a 
trade  dictatorship."  This  "rapid  survey"  concludes  with 
a  reference  to  the  company  chemists  belonging  to  the  Drug 
Companies'  Association,  Ltd.,  who  "own  some  2,000  shops 
out  of  the  total  number  in  Great  Britain,  which  is  about 
11,000."  But  "it  is  probable  that  they  are  responsible  for 
about  one-third  of  the  whole  volume  of  retail  trade  done  by 
druggists  and  chemists,"  figures  which  "convey  some  idea 
of  the  magnitude  of  the  commercial  interests  at  stake."  It 
is  quite  apparent  that  this  "retrospect"  is  the  work  of  a 
master-hand  in  advertising,  and  it  is  the  most  effective  piece 
of  braggadocio  that  has  yet  been  launched  against  the  Phar- 
macy Bill.  We  are  confident  that  such  propaganda  may  be 
made  to  work  for  the  good  of  the  cause  of  chemists.  The 
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worst  feature  about  the  opposition  hitherto  has  been  that  it 
has  worked  comparatively  in  the  dark,  and  anything  which 
will  give  greater  publicity  to  the  flaw  in  the  Pharmacy  Acts, 
that  the  Lord  Chancellor  was  so  eager  to  remedy  and  the 
Privy  Council  is  now  desirous  of  remedying  through  the 
means  proposed  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  is  bound  to 
be  considered  by  the  Legislature  when  the  Pharmacy  Bill 
reaches  the  Committee  stage.  Recent  tactics  may  stave  off 
reparation,  and  this  is  as  much  against  the  interests  of  com- 
panies as  those  who  are  registered  under  the  Acts;  but  the 
fact  is,  the  companies  are  a  divided  camp.  One  set,  repre- 
senting the  Stores,  objects  to  the  directorate  clause  and  does 
not  care  a  pin  about  the  titles;  while  the  other  set,  repre- 
senting the  Boots  class  of  companies,  are  perfectly  prepared 
to  provide  registered  chemists  as  managing  directors,  but 
want  to  continue  to  call  themselves  "chemists."  While 
this  division  continues  the  world  must  wait  for  an  eminently 
desirable  reform,  and  our  daily  contemporaries  reap  a  richer 
harvest  than  individual  chemists  have  ever  garnered. 

Prescribing-  and  Dispensing. 

A  committee  of  the  Islington  Medical  Society  was  appointed 
a  year  ago  to  inquire  into  the  relative  merits  of  prescribing 
and  dispensing  in  medical  practice,  and  this  committee  has 
just  reported.  The  "  British  Medical  Journal  "  states  that 
the  points  discussed  by  the  committee  were  : 

1.  The  ethical  aspect  of  this  question  as  regards  patient, 
chemist,  and  practitioner. 

2.  Objections  urged  against  prescribing  on  the  ground  of 
loss  of  income  by  medical  men  (a)  by  their  seeing  patients 
less  often  than  when  dispensing;  (6)  by  misuse  of  prescrip- 
tions— for  example,  unauthorised  repetition  and  transfer  of 
prescriptions  to  others ;  (c)  by  patients  being  driven,  on 
account  of  cost  of  medicines,  to  hospitals,  dispensaries,  or 
prescribing  chemists. 

3.  Profit  or  loss  on  drugs,  surgery  expenses,  and  repeti- 
tions of  medicines,  under  either  system. 

4.  Position  of  druggists  in  relation  to  this  subject  as  re- 
gards charges,  counter-prescribing,  etc. 

5.  Position  of  the  poor  generally  and  of  club  patients 
under  either  system. 

The  committee  have  made  their  report,  and  the  conclu- 
sions arrived  at  are  as  follows  : 

1.  The  committee  are  agreed  that,  considered  from  the 
ethical  standpoint,  the  use  of  prescriptions  is  preferable  to 
dispensing. 

2.  The  committee  state  that  they  would  prefer  to  pre- 
scribe, but  must  admit  that  to  do  so  would  entail  loss  to  the 
practitioner,  which  loss,  however,  might,  by  arrangement, 
be  minimised.  In  this  connection  they  wish  to  direct  atten- 
tion to  the  recommendations  of  the  Medico- Political  Com- 
mittee of  the  British  Medical  Association  that 

(a)  Members  of  the  profession  should  adopt  the  practice 
of  indicating  on  every  prescription  the  period  or  the 
number  of  times  for  which  it  was  intended  to  be  dis- 
pensed;  (6)  that,  in  order  to  prevent  copying,  all  pre- 
scriptions should  be  signed  by  the  practitioner  with  his 
full  name  and  address  and  not  merely  initialled  ;  (c)  that 
medical  practitioners  should  observe  the  rule  of  not 
recommending  drugs  or  special  preparations  by  name, 
but  always  ordering  them  by  prescription. 

3.  The  committee  considered  that  in  respect  of  the  items 
under  this  heading,  it  is  more  profitable  to  dispense  than  to 
prescribe. 

4.  The  committee  expressed  the  belief  that  chemists  are, 
as  a  rule,  disposed  to  be  amenable  to  the  views  of  medical 
men  if  the  latter  should  agree  to  prescribe  instead  of 
dispensing. 

5.  The  committee  considered  that  the  prescribing  system, 
if  adopted  generally,  would  be  applicable  to  practice  among 
the  poor,  including  club  patients. 

These  seem  to  us  the  most  sane  conclusions,  short  of 
cessation  of  dispensing  practice,  which  a  body  of  medical 
men  has  yet  come  to.  There  is  no  question  that  general 
practitioners  in  England,  whether  they  like  it  or  not,  are 
in  some  localities  compelled  to  supply  medicine  to  their 
patients,  custom  having  brought  opinion  to  such  a  point 


that  patients  fancy  they  are  not  being  properly  treated  if 
they  get  no  physic.  The  system  is  pernicious  to  progress 
in  medical  science,  which  nowadays  is  directed  as  much  to 
prevention  and  nature-treatment  as  it  was  of  old  to  physick- 
ing. As  long  as  medical  practitioners  are  bound  to  the  old 
course  by  the  exigencies  of  remuneration  they  have  not  fair 
play,  and  the  position  is  accentuated  by  club  practice.  The 
latter  evil  is,  perhaps,  the  more  difficult  one  to  overcome, 
and  the  end  of  it  is  not  yet  in  sight ;  for  more  poor  men  are 
now  entering  the  medical  profession,  and  it  is  they  who 
succumb  to  the  allurements  of  club  practice.  In  connection 
with  prescribing,  the  "British  Medical  Journal"  quotes 
from  the  recent  paper  by  Mr.  MacEwan  on  prescribing, 
saying  : 

As  an  investigation,  the  inquiry  of  course,  though  in- 
teresting  as  far  as  it  went,  may  be  regarded  as  having  been 
too  limited  in  extent  to  enable  safe  conclusions  to  be  drawn, 
and  the  use  of  the  word  "  proprietary  "  requires  note.  All 
those  who  supplied  information  do  not  appear  to  have  in- 
terpreted it  in  the  same  sense,  and  some  of  them  seem  to 
have  included  in  it  anything  which  does  not  appear  in  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia  or  was  prescribed  with  a  special 
manufacturer's  name  attached.  From  the  point  of  view, 
however,  from  which  the  inquiry  was  undertaken  this  is 
probably  no  drawback,  for  its  purpose  seems  to  have  been  to 
endeavour  to  determine  how  far  the  practice  of  true  phar- 
macy is  still  essential  in  the  work  of  a  modern  dispensing 
chemist.  The  medical  interest  lies,  perhaps,  more  in  the 
comments  by  which  some  of  the  contributors  to  the  inquiry 
accompanied  their  notes. 

Our  contemporary  then  quotes  the  most  interesting  observa- 
tions (from  the  preserver's  point  of  view)  made  by  Messrs. 
E.  S.  Peck,  H.  E.  Matthews,  J.  W.  Sutherland,  W.  L. 
Currie,  J.  P.  Gilmour,  T.  Fell  Abraham,  Harold  Wyatt, 
J.  F.  Harington,  J.  H.  Matthews,  and  F.  A.  Rogers. 

Methylated  Spirit. 

In  one  of  the  appendixes  to  the  Industrial  Alcohol  Com- 
mittee's Report  attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  in  the  lasi 
fiscal  year  the  quantity  of  unmineralised  methylated  spirit 
used  for  manufacturing  purposes  was  2,139,784  gals,  as  com- 
pared with  2,213,580  gals,  in  1903,  a  decrease  "  mainly  due  to 
the  fact  that  certain  firms,  e.g.,  the  British  Xylonite  Com- 
pany, Nobels,  and  Leith  &  Co.,  have  been  allowed  the  use  of 
duty-free  alcohol  denatured  by  other  substances  than  wood- 
naphtha."  A  Revenue  journal  which  referred  to  the  matter- 
before  the  report  was  published  also  mentioned  this  cause 
for  decrease,  adding,  however,  dull  trade,  and  a  third  im- 
portant reason  for  decrease — viz.,  a  growing  practice  of 
recovering  methylated  spirit  by  manufacturers  in  cases 
where  the  conditions  permit  it  from  the  Revenue  point  oi 
view.  Thus  transparent-soap  manufacturers  recover  by  dis- 
tillation the  spirit  used  in  their  process,  no  special  regula- 
tions being  enforced,  except  the  taking  out  of  a  still  licence, 
and  inspection  of  the  premises  and  process.  The  quantity  o£ 
methylated  spirit  used  in  soap-manufacture  in  1901  was 
144,384  gals.  In  that  year  the  next  most  important  users  of 
the  spirit  were  hat-makers,  who  employed  121,104  gals. 
These  users  now  also  have  the  special  indulgence  for  the 
recovery  of  the  spirit,  and  in  certain  Lancashire  hat-fac- 
tories great  saving  is  effected  thereby.  These  hat-makers  re- 
ceive specially  prepared  methylated  spirit,  mixed  with  3  per 
cent,  of  petroleum  (s.g.  0.685  to  0.690  at  60°  F.).  They  have 
to  take  out  a  still  licence,  and  must  allow  Inland  Revenue 
officers  to  inspect  their  premises  at  all  reasonable  times. 
Nothing  in  the  nature  of  fractionation  is  permitted,  and  the 
whole  of  the  distillate  from  one  lot  of  used  spirit  is  collected 
in  a  receiver  and  there  mixed  with  a  suitable  quantity  of 
mineralised  spirit,  the  mixture  being  used  in  the  next  suc- 
ceeding preparation  of  varnish.  Samples  of  the  distillates 
are  taken  occasionally  for  examination  by  the  Government 
chemists.    From  our  contemporary's  statement  we  assume 
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that  the  spirit  used  by  these  hat-makers  is  methylated  spirit 
(i.e.,  a  mixture  of  one  part  of  approved  wood-naphtha  and 
nine  parts  of  rectified  spirit).  Although  ten  times  more 
"petroleum  oil"  is  added  to  it  than  in  mineralised  methy- 
lated spirit,  in  the  latter  case  a  burning-oil  (s.g.  0.800  to 
0.830)  is  used,  while  for  hatter's  spirit  petroleum-ether  is 
employed.  In  regard  to  the  recovery  of  methylated  spirit 
we  may  state  that  manufacturers  of  chemical  and  pharma- 
ceutical products  have  long  enjoyed  the  indulgence. 

What  to  Do  in  the  Crisis. 

Several  suggestions  have  come  to  us  this  week  for 
starting  a  fund  through  which  could  be  counteracted, 
by  advertisement  or  otherwise,  misrepresentation  of  the 
chemists'  case  such  as  is  now  being  done  on  behalf  of  the 
drug  companies.  Some  of  the  schemes  outlined  mean  a 
great  deal  of  money,  and  those  who  write  think  that 
individual  chemists  should  subscribe  it.  As  far  as  we 
can  reckon,  not  less  than  1,000/.  a  week  would  be  neces- 
sary to  carry  out  the  least  ambitious  of  the  schemes. 
Frankly,  we  do  not  think  the  retail  trade  will  subscribe 
that.  On  the  last  occasion  there  was  a  call  for  the  trade 
to  open  the  pockets  the  result  was  between  600/.  and  700/., 
and  wholesalers  and  manufacturers  subscribed  three- fourths 
of  this.  It  is,  however,  the  duty  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  to  use  its  influence  and  funds  to  put  the  official 
view  before  the  public.  Unfortunately  the  Councils  of 
the  Society  have  not  conserved  its  funds  in  the  manner 
which  their  predecessors  did  up  to  1890,  with  the  result 
that  now,  when  a  few  thousands  in  cash  would  be  useful 
for  propagandist-purposes,  the  treasury  is  only  equal  to 
current  demands.  At  the  time  we  warned  the  trade  fully 
about  the  danger  ahead,  without  getting  support  sufficient 
to  avert  the  danger.  The  trade  are  now  paying  5,000/. 
a  year  more  in  examination- fees  to  the  Society,  with  no 
greater  return.  Perhaps  the  members  of  the  Society, 
who  alone  have  control  over  the  spending  department, 
may  now  realise  what  the  extravagance  of  recent  years  has 
cost  them  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  trade,  and  may 
do  something  to  provide  better  for  the  future.  Mean- 
while we  can  assure  the  trade  that  their  strength  lies 
in  their  individual  influence.  They  should  write  to  their 
members  of  Parliament,  pointing  out  what  the  real  object 
of  the  Pharmacy  Bill  is,  as,  for  example,  by  the  following 
quotation  from  the  C.  <£•  D.  of  March  25,  p.  47  : 

Lord  Selborne  said  in  respect  to  the  pharmacy  com- 
panies and  all  other  company  exploitation  of  qualifications 
which  can  only  be  acquired  by  individuals,  "  A  company 
cannot  be  properly  qualified."  Since  proper  qualification 
is  the  chief  object  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  as  well  as  of  the 
Medical  Acts,  the  Dental  Act,  and  the  Veterinary  Surgeons 
Act,  legislators  should  realise  that  their  intentions  in  this 
regard  are  frustrated  by  unqualified  persons  using  the 
provisions  of  company  law  to  veneer  their  individuality. 
This  has  been  done  by  hundreds  of  persons  since  1880,  and 
Mr.  Boot  is  only  one  of  them.  ...  As  far  r,s  we  are  aware, 
Mr.  Boot  never  attempted  properly  to  qualify  himself,  but 
he  has  as  absolute  control  of  three  hundred  shops,  more  or 
less,  as  if  he  were  qualified  ;  and  were  it  not  for  company 
law  he  would  be  liable  under  the  Pharmacy  Act  to  thousands 
of  penalties  weekly.  This  is  the  anomaly.  There  are  hun- 
dreds like  Mr.  Boot  in  this  respect,  to  whom  the  way  for 
opening  chemists'  businesses  is  plainly  laid  down  by  law; 
but  they  ignore  it,  and  behind  the  company  rampart  defy 
the  law's  authority.  This  is  no  question  of  crippling  com- 
petition by  Act  of  Parliament,  but  of  ensuring  that  those 
who  call  themselves  chemists  are  properly  qualified  as  such, 
and  that  the  purpose  of  the  law  as  regards  the  sale  of  poisons 
is  fulfilled  by  companies  as  well  as  by  individuals. 

It  should  also  be  pointed  out  to  members  that  companies 
of  unqualified  persons  are  being  formed  at  the  rate  of 
about  200  a  year  to  get  behind  the  Pharmacy  Act,  and, 
apart  from  present  controversy,  there  is  crying  need  for 
Parliament  taking  the  matter  in  hand  and  bringing  the 
law  more  into  line  with  the  wants  of  the  times. 


Xeoal  IReporta. 


Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

Section  17  Cases. 
At  the  Leeds  Police  Court  on  Tuesday,  May  2,  Mr.  C.  M. 
Atkinson,  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  gave  judgment  in  the 
cases  in  which  fifteen  Leeds  chemists  had  been  summoned 
under  Section  17  for  selling  veratrine,  a  poisonous  vegetable 
alkaloid  contained  in  Rankin's  ointment,  to  a  person  not 
known  to  them  and  not  introduced  by  a  person  known  to 
them.  Three  of  the  same  defendants  were  also  summoned 
for  selling  Easton's  syrup  contrary  to  the  conditions  of  the 
section  as  regards  Part  1  of  the  Poison  Schedule.  Mr.  Clif- 
ford Dunn,  solicitor  (who  is  also  the  nominal  complainant), 
appeared  for  the  prosecution,  and  Mr.  Kirby  (Neve,  Beck 
and  Kirby,  solicitors,  London,  on  behalf  of  the  Chemists' 
Defence  Association)  was  present  in  the  interests  of  the 
defendants.  The  last  hearing  of  the  case  was  reported  in 
the  C.  &  D.  of  April  22. 

The  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  who  said  that  these  cases 
were  of  great  practical  importance,  inasmuch  as  they 
affected  the  business  of  every  chemist  and  druggist  in  Great 
Britain,  described  the  way  in  which  the  sale  of  poisons  is 
regulated  by  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  and  the  manner  of 
the  division  of  Schedule  A  into  two  parts,  and  the  wording 
of  the  label  on  a  tin  of  Rankin's  ointment  purchased  from 
the  defendant  Brown.  Discussing  this  particular  case,  he 
went  on  to  say  that  it  was  not  denied  that  the  ointment  con- 
tained a  scheduled  poison.  Indeed,  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  had  recovered  penalties  from  an  unqualified  person 
for  selling  it.  The  packet  in  question  actually  contained 
grains  (equivalent  to  rather  more  than  1  per  cent.)  of 
poisonous  vegetable  alkaloids,  for  the  most  part  an  alkaloid 
known  as  veratrine ;  and  if  the  contents  had  been  taken 
internally  by  a  human  being,  purging  and  vomiting,  and 
possibly  death,  would  have  ensued.  The  woman  McCann 
was  wholly  unknown  to  the  defendant,  and  the  packet  was 
sold  to  her  across  the  counter  without  inquiry  or 
introduction.  In  these  circumstances  the  informant  held 
that  an  offence  was  committed,  because  "all  poisonous 
vegetable  alkaloids  "  are  expressly  included  in  Part  1  of  the 
Schedule ;  whereas  the  defendant  argued  that,  inasmuch  as 
the  ointment  was  sold  as  a  vermin-killer,  it  fell  within 
Part  2  of  the  Schedule.  This  contention  was  founded  on 
the  fact  that  in  the  year  1869,  by  a  resolution  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Council,  some  ten  additions  were  made  to  the 
original  Schedule,  including,  inter  alia,  "every  compound 
containing  any  poison  within  the  meaning  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act,  1868,  when  prepared  or  sold  for  the  destruction  of 
vermin."  Of  these  added  substances  four  only  were  ex- 
pressly declared  to  fall  within  Part  1,  and  it  was  argued 
accordingly  that  the  residue,  which  comprised  every  com- 
pound sold  for  destruction  of  vermin,  necessarily  fell 
within  Part  2.  All  vermin-killers,  whatever  might  be  their 
constituent  poisons,  said  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  for  the  defendant, 
were  thus  deemed  to  be  included  in  Part  2.  He  was,  how- 
ever, of  opinion  that  the  Council  did  not  intend,  or  indeed 
possess  the  power  if  they  had  so  intended,  to  withdraw 
from  Part  1  veratrine  or  any  other  article  originally  com- 
prised within  it.  At  the  date  of  the  resolution  the  Courts 
had  not  yet  decided  that  compounds  containing  a 
scheduled  poison  were  subject  to  the  Act,  and  the  object  of 
these  additions  was,  he  thought,  simply  to  ensure  that 
vermin-killers  containing  such  admixture  should  be  so  sub- 
ject. No  doubt  the  expressed  inclusion  of  the  four  specific 
poisons  in  Part  1  would,  prima  facie,  appear  to  indicate 
that  the  residue  were  excluded  therefrom,  and  he  had 
throughout  regarded  the  contention  based  on  this  circum- 
stance as  one  entitled  to  great  weight.  But  he  confessed 
that  he  had  struggled  against  it.  for,  if  it  were  allowed  to 
prevail,  the  most  dangerous  substances,  containing  strych- 
nine or  other  virulent  poisons,  might,  in  the  form  of 
vermin-killers,  be  obtained  casually  over  the  counter  by 
any  stranger  for  his  own  purposes,  without  record  or 
inquiry  of  any  sort.  Although  the  resolution  of  1869  was 
clumsily  framed,  it  was  not,  he  thought,  inconsistent  with 
its  terms  to  hold  that  vermin-killers  containing  poisons  in 
Part  1  fell  within  Part  1,  whilst  vermin-killers  containing 
poisons  in  Part  2  fell  within  Part  2.    It  would  be  as  un- 
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reasonable  to  place  all  vermin-killers  in  Part  1  as  it  would 
be  dangerous  to  relegate  them  all  to  Part  2;  but  if  the 
lesolution  was  construed  as  in  his  judgment  it  should  be, 
the  result  ccn formed  with  the  salutary  principle  upon 
which  that  legislation  was  based.  Of  course,  it  would  be 
easy  to  suggest  a  case  of  hardship  or  vexation  where  a 
poison  within  Part  1  was  present  in  very  small  quantities ; 
but  (unless  a  compound  was  reached  where  dc  minimis  non 
curat  lex  applied)  the  Courts  were  not  competent  to  enter 
into  questions  as  to  the  proportion  of  poisonous  ingredients, 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  one  could  hardly  exaggerate  the 
danger  of  authorising  a  random  and  indiscriminate  sale 
of  strychnine  or  other  deadly  poison  in  the  form  of  a  vermin- 
killer.  That  view  was,  he  found,  recently  adopted  by  his 
learned  colleague  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  for  Bradford, 
and  also,  he  observed,  by  a  strong  Departmental  Committee 
appointed  to  consider  that  schedule  some  three  years  ago. 
Indeed,  a  member  of  the  Committee  had  referred  to  the 
punctilious  observance  by  chemists  of  the  statutory  pre- 
cautions on  the  sale  of  vermin-killers  as  affording  an  im- 
portant safeguard  to  the  public.  [The  Committee  recom- 
mended that  they  be  put  in  Part  1. — Editor  C.  &  D.] 

In  Yewdall's  case  it  was  alleged  that  the  defendant,  Mr. 
Yewdall,  a  registered  chemist,  carrying  on  business  in  Wade 
Lane,  committed  a  breach  of  the  Act  by  selling  a  bottle 
containing  4  oz.  of  Easton's  syrup  to  one  William  Smith,  a 
man  who  was  not  known  by  or  introduced  to  him.  Easton's 
syrup  was  a  compound  or  mixture  which  had  been  sold  by 
chemists  for  some  years,  and  was  prepared  from  a  formula 
or  recipe  attributed  to  a  certain  Dr.  Easton.  It  admittedly 
contained  strychnine,  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had 
more  than  once  instituted  proceedings  in  respect  of  its  sale 
in  contravention  of  the  Act.  The  bottle  in  question  con- 
tained 0.77  grain  of  pure  strychnine,  a  quantity  sufficient  to 
cause  most  serious,  and  probably  fatal,  consequences.  The 
dose,  as  indicated  on  the  label,  was  (for  an  adult)  half  to 
one  teaspoonful,  with  the  addendum  "According  to  the 
Pharmacy  Act  this  preparation  must  be  labelled  '  Poison,' 
though  its  composition  remains  the  same,  and,  if  taken 
according  to  the  directions,  it  is  perfectly  safe."  Strychnine 
is,  of  course,  a  poison  within  Part  1  of  the  Schedule,  but  it 
was  contended  by  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  that  the  defendant  was 
exempt  from  penalties  inasmuch  as  the  strychnine  formed 
part  of  the  ingredients  of  medicine  dispensed  by  a  person 
registered  under  the  Act.  It  was  true  that  the  bottle  was 
lilled  from  a  larger  vessel  containing  syrup  which  had  been 
compounded  by  the  defendant  at  some  earlier  date  in  accord- 
ance with  a  well-known  formula,  but  he  did  not  think  the 
article  sold  could  be  said  to  have  been  dispensed  by  him  as 
a  medicine.  The  Act  distinguished  between  the  retailing, 
dispensing,  and  compounding  of  poisons,  and  Lord  Justice 
Lush  had  defined  dispensing  as  "  a  making-up  of  something 
that  is  prescribed  and  selling  it  with  directions  as  to  how  it 
is  to  be  used."  In  this  case  no  prescription  was  produced, 
nor  had  the  syrup  been  in  fact  prescribed  as  a  medicine  or 
otherwise.  On  the  contrary,  when  asked  if  he  had  a  doctor's 
prescription,  or  was  accustomed  to  take  the  drug,  Smith 
emphatically  replied  "No"  to  each  branch  of  the  query. 
The  article  was  not  asked  for  as  a  medicine,  nor  was  it 
intended  to  be  used  as  a  medicine,  and  the  defendant, 
though  he  alleged  that  he  sold  it  as  ?.  medicine,  allowed  that 
he  did  not  inquire  for  whom  or  for  what  purpose  it  was 
wanted.  It  would  appear,  too,  that  the  defendant  had 
himself  some  misgivings  about  the  regularity  of  the  sale,  or, 
at  any  rate,  did  not  regard  it  as  an  ordinary  case  of  dis- 
pensing, for  he  entered  the  transaction  in  a  poison  register, 
and  asked  Smith  to  sign  his  name  in  that  book — a  mode,  he 
said,  of  obtaining  Smith's  name,  though  this  would  seem  to 
have  been  inadequate  protection,  as  he  failed  to  secure  also 
the  man's  address.  In  those  circumstances  it  was  admitted 
that  if  the  syrup  is  a  poison  within  the  Act,  and  was  not 
dispensed  as  a  medicine,  there  must  be  a  conviction.  These 
observations  applied  also  in  the  case  against  Messrs.  Eein- 
hardt,  Ltd.,  and  Mr.  Beacock.  In  the  one  case  no  ques- 
tions were  asked.  In  the  other  an  inquiry  was  made  as  to 
the  name  of  the  purchaser;  but  in  neither  case  was  anything 
said  as  to  the  object  of  the  purchase,  nor  was  any  sufficient 
entry  made  in  the  register  of  poisons.  He  understood  that 
the  arrangement  was  that  in  case  of  conviction  it  was  to 
apply  to  these  four  cases,  and  all  the  rest  were  to  be  held 
over  until  the  question  of  appeal  had  been  considered. 


Mr.  Dunn  said  something  had  been  said  about  that,  but 
he  should  oppose  that  course  as  strongly  as  he  could  because 
of  the  experience  that  they  had  had  iii  the  Bradford  cases, 
where  a  great  amount  of  delay  had  been  caused  by  the  sup- 
posed intention  of  the  defendant  to  appeal,  whereas  at  the 
finish  it  had  come  to  nothing. 

The  Stipendiary  Magistrate  said  his  feeling  had  been  that 
the  fair  way  to  deal  with  the  matter  would  be  to  distribute 
the  costs  over  the  whole  of  the  eighteen  cases,  and  to  add  to 
a  penalty  of  20s.  in  each  case  costs  to  the  amount  of  a  guinea, 
because  in  total  that  would  amount  to  a  very  substantial  sum 
which  would  more  than  cover  out-of-pocket  expenses. 

Mr.  Dunn  said  he  should  like  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate 
to  hear  what  they  had  to  say  on  the  question  of  penalties 
because  he  thought  that  a  penalty  of  20?.  would  be  no 
deterrent  to  these  gentlemen. 

The  Stipendiary  Magistrate  :  I  am  quite  sure  that  any 
deterrent  effect  this  judgment  will  have  will  not  be  by 
reason  of  the  amount  of  the  penalty.  There  is  no  suggestion 
that  these  gentlemen  were  not  acting  in  perfect  good  faith 
and  in  accordance  with  the  general  practice  in  certain  parts 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  Dunn  :  Perhaps  that  was  only  because  one  dees  not 
like  to  make  such  a  suggestion. 

The  Stipendiary  Magistrate  :  But  it  is  quite  clear  from 
the  evidence  taken  before  the  Departmental  Committee.  I 
think  Dr.  Stevenson  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  he  had 
to  make  entries  of  a  sale  of  poison  when  purchased  in  a 
shop  in  London ;  but  other  gentlemen  stated  that  that  was 
not  so  with  regard  to  the  chemists  practising  in  the  country. 
Therefore  it  is  quite  clear  that  these  gentlemen  have  acted 
in  good  faith  and  in  accordance  with  what  they  thought  to 
be  the  general  practice,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  if  they 
find  the  decision  of  the  High  Court  to  be  that  they  have  not 
acted  in  accordance  with  the  law,  they  would  at  once  satisfy 
all  the  requirements.  Therefore  it  is  not  necessary  to  con- 
sider the  question  of  deterrent. 

Mr.  Kirby  said  he  quite  agreed  with  the  view  of  his 
Worship.  Indeed,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  wyas  rather 
to  blame  for  the  position  in  which  the  defendants  found 
themselves,  because  it  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society,  when  making  the  additions  in  1869,  pro- 
fessed to  give  explanations  of  the  law  that  chemists  had 
acted  in  the  way  they  had  done. 

The  Stipendiary  Magistrate  said  he  had  gathered  that  that 
was  so,  though  he  did  not  notice  that  it  was  discussed  at 
all  before  the  Departmental  Committee.  He  added  that  in 
the  four  cases  dealt  with  the  penalty  would  be  20^.  and 
11.  Is.  costs,  the  remaining  cases  to  stand  over  until  May  18, 
on  the  understanding  that,  if  within  the  prescribed  seven 
days  no  notice  was  given  to  appeal  to  the  High  Court,  then 
judgment  of  a  like  character  would  be  given  as  to  each  of 
the  other  cases  without  the  necessity  of  evidence.  If  it 
were  intended  to  ask  him  to  state  a  case,  he  would  do  so  at 
once  and  send  a  copy  to  each  side  with  an  invitation  to  make 
any  suggestion,  alteration,  improvement,  or  modification, 
and  then,  if  any  such  change  was  proposed,  he  would  con- 
sider it  and  try  to  meet  the  views  of  both  parties,  and  then 
send  the  case  to  the  appellants'  solicitors. 


High  Court  Cases. 

The  AsriRiN  Patent. 
In  the  Chancery  Division  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice  on 
Tuesday,  May  2,  Mr.  Justice  Joyce  commenced  the  hearing 
of  the  action  Farben  Eabriken  vorm.  Friedr.  Bayer  &  Co. 
v.  Chemische  Fabrik  von  Heyden  and  Burgoyne,  Burbidges 
&  Co.,  in  which  the  plaintiffs  claim  an  injunction  to  restrain 
an  alleged  infringement  of  a  patent  for  the  manufacture 
of  aspirin  or  acetyl-salicvlic  acid.  Mr.  J.  Fletcher  Moulton. 
K.C.,  Mr.  C.  A.  Cripps",  K.C.,  Mr.  J.  C.  Graham,  and  Mr. 
A.  J.  Walter  appeared  for  the  plaintiffs;  Mr.  J.  M.  Astbury, 
K.C.,  and  Mr.  Colefax  were  counsel  for  the  defendants. 

Mr.  Moulton,  in  opening  the  case,  said  the  plaintiffs  are 
large  chemical-manufacturers  in  Germany,  and  the  first- 
named  defendants  are  also  a  very  well-known  German 
chemical  firm.  The  other  defendants  are  wholesale  drug- 
gists. The  action  is  to  restrain  the  infringement  of  a  patent 
for  the  manufacture  of  a  chemical  sold  to  the  public  under 
the  name  of  aspirin.  The  contest  between  the  parties  was 
as  to  whether  or  not  the  plaintiffs  have  a  patent  for  the 
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manufacture  of  the  article.  One  of  the  claims  of  the 
plaintiff's  patent  is  for  the  article  itself,  and  beyond  ques- 
tion the  defendants  are  selling  the  article  in  very  large 
quantities.  The  real  issue  is  as  to  the  validity  of  the 
plaintiffs'  patent.  The  defence  raised  the  usual  issues.  In 
the  particulars  of  objection  it  was  said  that  the  article  is 
not  new,  that  it  is  not  useful,  and  that  (he  patent  is  insuffi- 
cient; but  the  main  question  was  whether  the  patent  is  for 
a  novel  article.  The  defendants  put  forward  sixteen  publi- 
cations, all  of  which,  they  said,  showed  how  to  make  the 
article.  When  the  defendants'  witnesses  came  to  be  cross- 
examined  they  would  have  some  difficulty  in  explaining 
how  this  body  was  not  made  or  used  in  any  way  until  after 
the  plaintiffs'  specification  was  published.  The  plaintiffs' 
witnesses  would  tell  his  Lordship  that  none  of  the  prior 
publications  told  the  world  how  to  make  the  body  the 
plaintiffs  claimed,  and  that  the  world  was  not  in  possession 
of  it  until  the  plaintiffs'  patent.  Aspirin  is  a  body  of  known 
<  hemical  structure.  The  name  is  one  for  use  by  the  public, 
its  true  name  being  acetyl-salicylic  acid.  It  is  in  close 
relation  with  salicylic  acid,  from  which  it  is  derived  by  a 
process  which  alters  the  nature  of  the  body  seriously,  but 
most  usefully.  Salicylic  acid  is  one  of  many  bodies' made 
from  coal-tar.  Originally  it  came  from  the  willow-bark, 
but  chemists  now  manufacture  it  out  of  benzine.  Acetyl- 
salicylic  acid  is  obtained  from  salicylic  acid  by  replacing  an 
atom  of  hydrogen  by  a  wholly  new  complex — Viz.,  an  acetyl 
group.  The  structure  would  be  known  by  the  name  prior 
to  the  date  of  plaintiffs'  patent,  but  the  process  of  substitut- 
ing complexes  for  simple  atoms  is  one  which  is  exemplified  in 
tens  of  thousands  of  processes  in  organic  chemistry.  The 
plaintiffs  would  not  say  that  the  idea  of  substituting  a  com- 
plex for  a  hydrogen  in  salicylic  acid  was  novel,  but  thev  said 
1hat  it  was  a  new  product  at  the  date  of  the  patent,  and  they 
would  be  able  to  prove  by  the  language  of  the  publications 
themselves  that  they  had  never  obtained  the  product.  The 
way  the  publications  advised  the  public  to  get  it  was  safe  to 
lead  to  failure.  The  plaintiffs  did  not  say  "that  the  product 
might  not  have  been  one  of  the  elements  of  the  mixture 
obtained  by  some  people  who  read  the  publications,  but  the 
plaintiffs'  patent  was  for  an  isolated  acetyl-salicylic  acid — a 
salicylic  acid  unmixed  with  other  bodies.  In  1869  a  paper 
was  published  which  purported  to  show  how  the  product 
c  ould  be  obtained,  but  it  produced  no  result,  and  until  they 
came  to  the  date  of  the  plaintiffs'  specification  the  article 
was  never  made.  The  specification  not  onlv  enabled  the 
world  to  make  the  body,  but  in  consequence  of  it  it  is  used 
very  largely  indeed  at  the  present  time. 
The  hearing  was  adjourned. 

On  Wednesday,  referring  to  the  publication  by  Kraut  (a 
distinguished  chemist)  in  1869  of  a  paper  on  the 'production 
of  acetyl-salicylic  acid,  Mr.  Moulton  said  that  paper  re- 
mained from  1869  to  1899  useless  and  uncriticised,  and  it 
was  not  until  1898,  when  the  plaintiffs  made  the  invention, 
that  the  world  knew  that  Kraut  had  made  a  mistake  in 
thinking  he  had  got  acetyl-salicylic  acid.  Kraut  obtained 
only  a  mixture  of  which  it  was  a  component,  and  his  method 
of  extracting  it  destroyed  the  body  itself.  Kraut,  in  his 
paper,  treated  the  matter  as  having  been  already  solved  in 
1853  by  Gerhardt;  but  the  plaintiffs  would  be  able  to  prove 
that.  Gerhardt  failed  in  obtaining  the  bodv  by  itself.  The 
utility  of  the  body  produced  by  the  plaintiffs  could  not  be 
denied.  It  is  one  of  those  new  drugs  which  has  the  power 
of  producing  the  good  results  of  old  drugs  without  the  bad 
results,  and  it  is  largely  taking  the  place  of  salicylic  acid 
because  it  has  its  specific  action  without  its  drawbacks.  He 
believed  the  defendants  would  say  that  the  plaintiffs  did 
what  Kraut  suggested— they  took  acetyl-chloride  and  sali- 
cylic acid  to  get  their  combination.  That  the  plaintiffs  did 
not  deny,  but  they  taught  the  world  for  the  first  time  how  to 
go  beyond  that  step  without  destroying  the  body.  Plaintiffs 
gave  a  method  by  which  they  could  obtain  the  pure  body, 
and  all  the  literature  in  the  world  put  together  only  showed 
how  to  break  up  the  body  instead  of  extracting  it  from  its 
.state  of  impurity.  If  they  could  show  that  they  onlv 
claimed  the  pure  body,  and  that  they  for  the  first  time  had 
shown  the  world  how  to  get  that  pure  bodv,  which  was 
useful,  they  would  have  established  that  which  entitled  the 
plaintiffs  in  a  patent  action  to  succeed— that  he  had  made  a 
new  invention,  properly  claimed  it,  and  that  the  defendants 
had  infringed  it. 


Evidence  was  then  called  in  support  of  the  case  for  the 
plaintiffs. 

Dr.  Adolph  Liebmann,  consulting  chemist,  in  answer  to 
Mr.  Cripps  said  he  had  compared  the  product  made  under 
the  specification  of  the  plaintiffs  with  the  body  described  by 
Kraut,    and    the   two    bodies    were   absolutely  different. 

I  Kraut's  could  not  be  acetyl-salicylic  acid.  If  they  followed 
what  Kraut  described,  instead  of  getting  the  acetyl-salicylic 
acid  they  would  destroy  it  and  split  it  up  into  its  component 
parts.  Operating  according  to  Kraut  the  result  is  either 
pure  salicylic  acid  or  a  mixture  in  which  salicylic  acid  is 
present.  Boiling  in  hot  water  (a  part  of  Kraut's  process) 
destroys  the  product  one  seeks  to  obtain.  He  had  analysed 
the  product  which  plaintiffs  said  was  an  infringement  of 
their  patent,  and  found  it  absolutely  the  same  as  the  produc  t 
obtained  by  the  specification.  Witness  was  then  questioned 
as  to  the  defendants'  objections  to  the  validity  of  plaintiffs' 
patent,  and  he  said  that  Gerhardt  produced  a  mixture  of 
sodium  chloride,  probably  acetic  acid  and  salicylic  acid. 
He  did  not  find  in  van  Gilm's  work  any  process  described 
by  which  the  product  under  the  specification  could  be  pro- 
duced. He  clearly  indicated  that  he  never  had  the  product 
of  the  patentee  because  he  said  "  completely  soluble  only  in 
boiling  water."  Kraut's  paper  was  a  criticism  of  the  paper 
of  Gerhardt  and  van  Gilm. 

Mr.  Cripps  :  As  a  chemist,  do  you  think  that  what 
Kraut  was  dealing  with,  or  what  Kraut  produced,  was  a 
different  product  from  that  which  we  get  under  the  specifi- 
cation ? — As  a  chemist,  I  have  made  a  lot  of  experiments 
in  this  subject,  and,  knowing  what  I  know  now,  I  think  it 
would  be  impossible  according  to  Kraut  to  obtain  the 
body  of  the  specification.  You  may  obtain  a  mixture  which 
contains  it,  but  it  is  impossible  to  produce  a  pure  body 

i  according  to  Kraut.    I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  Kraut's 

I  body  must  be  always  different  from  the  body  of  the  speci- 

'  fication. 

In  cross-examination  by  Mr.  Astbury,  witness  said  the 
<  specification  was  based  upon  the  assertion  by  the  patentee 
that  Kraut  did  not  obtain  acetyl-salicylic  acid.  He  denied 
that  Kraut  substantially  obtained  acetyl-salicylic  acid,  but 
he  gave  the  right  formula  for  it.  Kraut  thought  he  got 
it. 

Does  this  specification  mean  that  Kraut  did  get  genuine 
acetyl-salicylic  acid,  but  not  quite  so  pure  as  plaintiffs'? — 
No;  I  think  not.  Witness  went  on  to  say  that  he  saw  the 
plaintiffs  sold  aspirin  in  powder  and  in  tablets,  and  he 
had  made  experiments  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  whether 
it  coloured  ferric  chloride.  If  he  took  a  bottle  and  opened 
it  fresh  he  did  not  get  any  reaction  of  ferric  chloride,  but 
after  exposure  to  the  atmosphere  he  might  get  faint 
colouration  after  some  time. 

You  do  not  know  the  fact  is  that  the  moment  the  acetyl- 
salicylic  acid  is  placed  on  the  tongue  it  will  colour  ferric 
chloride  at  once  ? — I  do  not  know  that.  Kraut  says  his 
colours  ferric  chloride  and  the  plaintiffs  say  theirs  does 
not. 

In  further  cross-examination  on  Thursday,  witness  said 
the  true  constitutional  formula  of  acetyl-salicylic  acid  was 
given  in  1869.  and  he  admitted  that  example  B  of  the 
plaintiffs'  specification  (production  of  acetyl-salicylic  acid 
by  allowing  ac  etyl  chloride  to  act  on  salicylic  acid)  is  as  old 
as  the  hills.  It  was  well  known  and  published  that  it  does 
not  matter  whether  acetic  anhydride  or  acetyl  chloride  is 
used.  The  only  words  in  the  plaintiffs'  specification  not 
found  in  Kraut  are  "  recrystallised  from  dry  chloroform." 
Several  experiments  made  by  Professor  Frankland,  to  show 
that  the  body  made  under  Kraut's  process  could  be  purified 
by  boiling  water,  were  put  to  witness,  who  said  he  could  not 
criticise  the  experiments  of  others.  His  results  were  abso- 
lutely different. 

In  re-examination  by  Mr,  Moulton,  K.C..  witness  said 
since  the  patent  had  been  published  a  great  deal  more  was 
known  about  acetyl-salicylic  acid  than  was  known  before. 
The  knowledge  of  to-day  had  been  used  in  obtaining  the 
success  of  the  experiments  which  were  put  to  him.  There 
was  no  difficulty  whatever  in  getting  a  definite  chemical 
body  by  taking  the  method  described  in  the  specification. 
He  had  tried  Kraut's  method  quite  fairly,  and  produced  a 
mixture  which  contained  predominantly  acetyl-salicylic 
acid,  besides  salicylo-salicylic  acid,  and  acetic  acid  was  also 
in  the  mixture. 
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Beecham's  Pills. 
In  the  Chancery  Division  on  Wednesday,  May  3,  Mr. 
Justice  Swinfen-Eady  heard  an  application  made  on  behalf 
•of  Thomas  Beecham,  pill  manufacturer,  of  St.  Helens,  for 
leave  to  serve  short  notice  of  motion  upon  a  Mr.  Bardswell 
for  an  interim  injunction.  His  Lordship  asked  if  the 
.matter  was  urgent,  and  counsel  said  it  was,  being  a  passing- 
off  case.  His  Lordship  :  Nothing  to  do  with  pills  ?  Counsel 
replied  that  it  did  relate  to  pills.  (Laughter.)  His  Lord- 
ship gave  leave  to  serve  notice  for  Friday. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drug's  Acts. 

Spirit  of  Nitre. 
At  Accrington  on  April  26,  Emma  Whitehead,  grocer,  was 
•summoned  for  selling  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  which,  according 
4o  the  certificate  of  the  borough  analyst,  contained  only 
'0.07  per  cent,  of  ethyl  nitrite.  Defendant  was  fined  10s.  and 
■costs,  which  were  paid  by  a  representative  of  the  wholesale 
ifirm  from  whom  she  obtained  the  spirit. 

In  the  Dublin  Southern  Police  Court  on  April  27, 
Kobert  White,  druggist,  36  Lower  Camden  Street, 
was  summoned  for  selling  deficient  spirit  of  nitre.  The 
■certificate  of  Sir  Charles  Cameron  showed  that  the  sample 
•containing  only  0.8  per  cent,  of  ethyl  nitrite.  The  defendant 
said  that  what  had  occurred  was  the  result  of  pure  inad- 
vertence, and  was  due  to  evaporation.  The  Magistrate 
amposed  a  fine  of  10s.  and  10s.  costs. 

Quinine-wine 

Messrs.  Burgons,  Ltd.,  grocers,  were  summoned  before 
•the  Stockport  Magistrates,  on  April  28,  for  selling 
"  quinine- wine "  not  of  the  nature,  quality,  and  sub- 
stance demanded.  Mr.  Thompson,  the  public  analyst, 
-said  the  "  wine "  was  two-thirds  deficient  in  quinine 
hydrochloride,  and  contained  0.08  gram  of  salicylic  acid 
per  pint  and  no  alcohol,  with  the  result  that  when  the 
Ifoottle  was  opened  the  wine  became  mouldy.  A  representa- 
tive of  the  firm  said  they  bought  the  wine  from  the  manu- 
facturers as  the  pure  artitle,  and  sold  it  as  they  got  it. 
The  Beach  inflicted  a  fine  of  10s.  and  costs. 

Warranty. 

At  the  Thames  Police  Court  on  Tuesday,  May  2,  Mr. 
Morgan  Griffiths,  a  grocer,  was  summoned  by  Mr.  H.  J. 
Langley,  food  and  drugs  inspector,  for  selling  butter  con- 
taining 8.4  per  cent,  of  foreign  fat.  Mr.  Young  prosecuted 
for  the  Borough  Council ;  and  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones  (in- 
structed by  Messrs.  Neve,  Beck  &  Kirby)  was  for  the 
■defence.  The  interest  in  the  case  to  our  readers  is  the 
^decision  in  regard  to  warranty.  The  defendant  gave  an 
•order  for  butter.  He  thought  he  said  "pure  butter"  but 
-was  not  sure  about  the  use  of  the  word  "  pure."  The  butter 
■was  delivered  in  four  boxes  ;  upon  each  box  was  printed  the 
•words  "Guaranteed  pure  butter,  highest  quality,  E.C." 
Next  day  he  received  an  invoice  in  which  the  article  was 
•described  as  "  pure  butter."  The  butter  sold  was  from  one 
•of  these  boxes.  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  contended  that  the  invoice 
.and  the  box  together  clearly  constituted  a  good  warranty. 
In  reply  to  the  Magistrate  defendant  stated  that  when  he 
•gave  the  order  to  Mr.  Coopman  he  did  not  say  anything 
■about  a  warranty  or  stipulate  that  a  warranty  should  be 
given.  The  Magistrate  then  said  that  in  order  that  the 
warranty  should  be  a  good  warranty  it  ought  to  be  part  of 
the  contract.  The  fact  that  the  invoice  and  box  contained 
<the  words  "pure"  and  "guaranteed"  was  the  result  of  a 
voluntary  act  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Coopman,  and  was  a 
warranty  for  which  no  consideration  had  been  given  by  the 
purchaser.  Therefore  he  should  hold  that  it  was  not  good 
iin  law.  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  raised  a  further  point  as  to  the 
invoice  alone  being  a  good  defence  under  the  Margarine  Act, 
which  was  incorporated  by  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
of  1889.  The  Magistrate  held  that  the  invoice  could  only  be 
a  defence  m  answer  to  a  summons  under  the  Margarine  Act, 
and  the  present  case  was  under  Section  6  of  the  1875  Act. 
On  the  application  of  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  the  case  was  adjourned 
in  order  that  the  reserve  sample  should  be  sent  to  the  Govern- 
unent  laboratories. 


A  Guinea  for  a  postcard  in  regard  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  Election  is  offered  this  week.  For  full  -particulars 
■see  p.  694. 


Bankruptcies  ano  failures. 


Me  John  Thomas  Hall,  28  and  30  Bolton  Road,  Atherton, 
Druggist  and  Drysalter.— This  debtor,  particulars  of  whose 
affairs  appeared  in  last  week's  issue  (p.  674),  was  examined  at 
Bolton  Bankruptcy  Court  on  April  26.  He  stated  that  when 
he  removed  from  Leigh  to  Atherton  he  managed  to  reduce  his 
expenses,  but  creditors  began  to  press  him.  He  took  stock 
three  years  ago,  but  did  not  take  into  account  his  father,  to 
whose  business  of  a  chemist  and  drysalter  at  55  Bradshawgate. 
Leigh,  he  succeeded  in  1898,  and  to  whom  he  owed  712/.  If 
he  had  done  so,  he  knew  he  would  have  been  insolvent.  The 
examination  was  closed. 

Re  William  Ltle,  Chemist  and  Druggist,  trading  as  Wm. 
Lyle  &  Co.,  Wholesale  Chemists  and  Drysalters.  at  51  East 
Street,  Berwick,  and  as  Thomas  Crow  &  Co..  Painters  and 
Decorators,  at  54  Bridge  Street,  Berwick.— Debtor  appeared 
for  his  public  examination  at  the  Newcastle  Bankruptcy 
Court  on  Apiil  27.  In  reply  to  questions  by  the  Official 
Receiver,  debtor  stated  that  he  commenced"  business  at 
Berwick  in  1880  as  a  retail  chemist,  with  60/.  borrowed  money, 
and  in  1894  he  entered  into  partnership  with  a  foreman 
painter  to  take  over  the  business  of  house  painter  and 
decorator  formerly  carried  on  by  Thomas  Crow,  his  father-in- 
law.  _  In  1903  his  partner  died,  and  after  that  time  debtor 
carried  on  the  business  under  the  same  style  alone.  In 
addition  to  that,  he  commenced  in  1899  the  business  of  a 
wholesale  chemist  and  drysalter.  In  January,  1904,  he  sold 
the  stock  and  goodwill  of  the  retail  chemist's  business  for 
1,000/.,  and  the  freehold  premises  in  which  it  was  carried  on 
and  the  dwelling-house  attached  for  1,575/.  He  paid  out  of 
the  purchase-money  a  mortgage  for  1,275/.,  and  the  balance 
of  1,300/.  was  applied  in  reduction  of  liabilities.  He  believed 
his  gross  liabilities  to  be  4,230/.,  his  liabilities  expected  to 
rank  are  estimated  at  1,394/.  9s.  4rZ.,  and  his  deficiency,  after 
allowing  for  available  assets,  was  717?.  10.?.  lid.  He 
attributed  his  insolvency  to  want  of  capital,  insufficient  profit 
to  meet  expenses  in  the  painting-business,  and  depreciation 
in  the  value  of  mortgaged  properties.  The  examination  was 
adjourned  until  May  11. 


Deeo  of  arrangement 


Bassett.  John.  182  Green  Lanes.  Stoke  Newington,  chemist. 
Dated,  April  25;  filed.  May  1.  Liabilities  unsecured. 
274/.  7s.  8c?.  Composition  of  10s.  in  the  pound,  pavable 
forthwith.  The  following  are  creditors :  Lorimer  &  Co.. 
Ltd.,  London  (64/.) ;  Wyleys.  Ltd..  London  (23/.) ;  W. 
Sutton  &  Co.,  London  (23/.);  T.  Hodgkinson,  Prestons 
and  King,  London  (15/.):  Camwal,  Ltd.,  London  (13/.); 
Balchin  &  Son,  London  (11/.). 


<5a3ette. 


Partnerships  Dif solved. 

Dodd,  Cr.,  and  Dodd.  A.,  Whittington  Moor,  near  Chester- 
field, Derbyshire,  under  the  style  of  Dodd  &  Sons,  aerated 
water  manufacturers  and  dealers,  and  beer  and  porter 
bottlers  and  dealers. 

lord,  J.,  and  Denbigh,  J.,  Derby,  under  the  style  of  Lord  & 
Denbigh,  mineral  water  manufacturers. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Receiving  Order. 
Dockrell,  Benjamin  John  Morgan,  carrying  on  business 
as  Morgan  Dockrell,  Lancaster  Gate,  and  Cavendish  Square, 
W.,  medical  practitioner. 

Order  BIade  on  Application  for  Discharge. 
Hicks,  Frederick  John,  Palace  Street,  Westminster,  S.W., 
late  St.  James's  Court,  Buckingham,  S.W.,  practising  there 
as  a  medical  man — discharge  granted. 


IRew  Companies  &  Company  IRews. 


Qumus,  Ltd. — Capital  4,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects :  To 
adopt  an  agreement  with  J.  Price  for  the  acquisition  of  certain 
patents  and  rights  relating  to  the  separation  of  oxygen  and 
nitrogen,  and  to  improvements  in  the  manufacture  of  nitrate, 
sulpho-nitrate,  nitrate  of  lime,  soda  or  potash,  to  develop  and 
turn  to  account  the  same,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
chemists,  metallurgists,  dealers  in  and  manipulators  of  chemi- 
cal and  mineral  products  of  all  kinds,  etc.  The  first  directors 
are:  J.  Price,  17  Devonshire  Square,  E.C. ;  J.  A.  Skertchley, 
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D  J  Morgan,  M.P.,  A.  Montgomery,  and  one  other  to  be 
appointed  by  J.  Price.  Qualification,  100/.  Remuneration  as 
fixed  by  the  company.  Registered  office,  16  South  Street, 
Finsbury,  E.G. 

E.  F.  Pickering,  Ltd.— Capital  500/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects : 
To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  oil  and  colour 
men  etc.  The  first  subscribers  (each  with  one  share)  are  :  H. 
Pickering,  Park  Hill,  Moseley,  retired  tallow  chandler; 
H.  Chaloner,  137  Birchfield  Road,  Birmingham,  chemist; 
E  F  Pickering,  Park  Hill,  Moseley,  druggist's  assistant; 
Miss  G.  Pickering,  Park  Hill,  Moseley;  Mrs.  M.  Pickering, 
Park  Hill,  Moseley  ;  Miss  F.  C.  Pickering,  Prospect  Road, 
Moseley  ;  W.  E.  Pickering,  Prospect  Road,  Moseley,  cashier ; 
and  W.  H.  Pickering,  Park  Hill,  Moseley,  clerk.  No  initial 
public  issue.    Registered  without  articles  of  association. 

Rat  and  Vermin  Exterminators,  Ltd.— Capital  12,500/.,  in 
11,500  seven  per  cent  cumulative  preference  shares  of  1?.  each 
and  20,000  deferred  shares  of  Is.  each.  Objects :  To  adopt  an 
agreement  with  the  Negociators  and  Development  Syndicate, 
Ltd.,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  rat,  vermin  and  insect 
exterminators,  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  vermin- 
poisons,  manufacturing  chemists,  poison-experts,  etc.  The 
first  subscribers  are:  E.  S.  W.  Thorp,  Belmont,  Staines, 
gentleman;  G.  E.  Green,  81,  Gracechurch  Street,  E.G., 
clerk;  W.  H.  D.  Copeland,  13  Borough  High  Street,  S.E., 
secretary ;  W.  V.  E.  Allen,  16  Addington  Road,  Canning 
Town,  traveller;  C.  L.  Harris,  43  Elmington  Road,  Cam- 
berwell,  engineer;  J.  Taylor,  79  Cranfield  Road,  Brockley, 
gentleman ;  and  G.  Akhurst,  3  Nightingale  Road,  Wood 
Green,  N.,  traveller.  Minimum  cash  subscription  seven 
shares.  The  number  of  directors  is  not  to  be  less  than  two 
nor  more  than  seven  :  the  subscribers  are  to  appoint  the  first. 
Qualification  250/.  shares  or  stock ;  remuneration  100/.  each 
per  annum  (chairman  75/.  extra). 


Amsterdam  Quinine  Factory.— At  the  general  meeting  of 
the  shareholders  held  on  April  19,  the  balance-sheet  and  profit- 
and-loss  account  for  1904  were  approved  and  a  dividend  of 
5  per  cent,  declared.  Dr.  M.  Salzman,  director,  resigned  as 
from  May  1,  1905,  Dr.  P.  Hayonides  van  der  Meulen  being 
appointed  in  his  place. 

Thomas  Gillespie,  Ltd. — On  May  2,  in  the  Chancery  Divi- 
sion, Dublin,  before  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  in  the  matter 
of  Thomas  Gillespie,  Ltd.,  druggists  and  grocers,  Banbridge, 
Mr.  Hubert  Wilson,  K.C.,  on  behalf  of  creditors  for  970/., 
applied  for  an  order  for  the  compulsory  winding-up  of  the 
company  under  the  supervision  of  the  Court,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  unable  to  meet  its  liabilities.  The  company  was 
incorporated  under  the  title  of  Messrs.  Gillespie,  Ltd.,  in 
1902,  to  carry  on  in  Banbridge  the  business  of  druggists, 
chemists,  and  general  grocers.  The  Master  of  the  Rolls  made 
an  ordei  for  the  compulsory  winding  up  of  the  company,  and 
referred  the  matter  of  appointing  a  liquidator  to  Chambers. 

Benger's  Food,  Ltd. — The  annual  meeting  of  this  company 
was  held  at  Manchester  on  April  28,  Mr.  Standen  Paine  pre- 
siding. In  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report  the  Chairman 
said  the  gross  profits  were  about  600/.  less  than  in  the  previous 
year.  The  net  trading  profit  was  48,311/.,  to  which  had  to  be 
added  10,403/.  brought  forward.  An  interim  dividend  of  9d. 
per  share  had  already  been  paid  on  the  ordinary  shares,  and 
the  directors  recommended  a  further  dividend  of  Is.  3<2.  per 
share,  making  2s.  for  the  year.  The  directors  had  transferred 
2,500/.  to  advertising  and  extension  of  business  account,  and 
10,000/.  to  the  reserve  fund,  and  after  the  various  appropria- 
tions had  been  made  there  would  be  a  balance  of  12,213/.  to 
carry  forward.  Notwithstanding  the  marked  depression  in 
trade,  the  sales  of  the  various  products  of  the  company  had 
been  higher  than  in  any  previous  year,  but  the  profits  had 
been  adversely  affected  by  the  considerable  rise  in  the  price 
of  raw  materials.  Mr.  W.  H.  Kearns  seconded  the  motion, 
which  was  carried. 

_  German  Chemical  Dividends.— The  following  is  a  further 
list  of  dividends  just  declared  for  1904,  which  may  be  read  in 
conjunction  with  those  given  in  last  week's  issue  (p.  607). 
The  figures  in  parentheses  are  those  for  1903  :  Farbenfabriken 
vorm.  F.  Bayer  &  Co.,  30  per  cent.  (25)  ;  Gesellschaft  fur 
Anilin  Fabrication,  22  per  cent.  (16) ;  Farbwerke  vorm.  Meis- 
ter,  Lucius  &  Bruning,  20  per  cent.  (20) ;  Verein  Chemischer 
Fabriken,  19  per  cent.  (16);  Gerb  und  Farbstoffwerke  H. 
Renner  &  Co.,  12^  per  cent.  (12^) ;  Chemische  Fabrik  Gries- 
heim-Elektron,  12  per  cent.  (12) ;  Chemische  Fabrik  Oren- 
burg, 12  per  cent.  (11) ;  Chemische  Fabrik  Buckau,  8  per  cent. 
(8).  The  details  of  the  new  commercial  treaties  which  have  been 
concluded  between  Germany,  on  the  one  hand,  and  Russia, 
Austria-Hungary,  Italy,  Switzerland,  Belgium,  Roumania, 
and  Seryia,  on  the  other,  have  not  given  general  satisfaction 
to  chemical  producers  in  Germany,  where  apprehensions  had 
been  entertained  that  the  export  trade  would  be  prejudiciallv 
affected. 


Winter  Session. 


Association  Ballads. 

The  PuRrosE. 

The  men,  their  aims,  their  daily  irk; 

Their  troubles,  trials,  thoughts,  and  vicirr 
On  things  politic,  foes  that  lurk 
In  friendly  guise,  but  trcaclt'rous  work — 

These  be  the  burden  of  our  Muse. 

LXVII.  SUNDERLAND. 
E'en  though  wo  toil  in  an  intricate  Blunderland, 

Seeking  to  gain  unattainable  fruit, 
Soon  are  we  righted  by  brethren  from  Sunderland1,. 

Brethren  whoso  tranquilness  renders  us  mute. 
They  with — some  others — stand  high  in  comparison 

(Sometimes  they  meet  at  the  "  Grand,"  under  Bell);; 

They,  with  their  Councillor,  Alderman,  Harrison, 

Speak  of  the  Present,  the  Future  foretell. 
"  Matters  in  Pharmacy  will  come  right  very  soon,7' 

Gaily  doth  Sunderland  dance  to  the  lute, 
Laughing  while  Kerse,  or  perhaps  it  is  Kerrison, 

Gibes  at  the  fairy  tales  told  by  a  Boot. 
"  You,  Jesse  B.,  have  not  learnt  a  sobriety 

Fitting  for  Sunderland,  therefore  you  do 
Things  that  disgust  any  cultured  Society; 

So,"  saith  the  sprightly  Golightly,  "Go  to!" 


Dewsbury  Chemists'  Association. 

The  final  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  on  Mondajv 
May  1,  Mr.  J.  Rhodes  (President)  occupying  the  chair. 
Among  those  present  were  Mr.  F.  Pilkington  Sargeant  andl 
Mr.  J.  M.  Beacock,  Leeds.  A  discussion  took  place- 
respecting 

The  Council  Election, 
the  addresses  of  Messrs.  Giles,  Pickering,  Hobbs,  and) 
Walshaw  being  read.  The  delegates  from  the  Dewsbury 
Association  to  the  meeting  of  the  West  Riding  Federation* 
had  voted  in  favour  of  Mr.  Sargeant  being  nominated  as 
candidate.  Mr.  Pickard,  one  of  the  delegates,  now  asked' 
that  their  action  be  endorsed,  or  that  a  vote  of  censure  be- 
passed  upon  them.  One  or  two  members  suggested  that  it. 
would  have  been  much  better  had  the  several  associations- 
been  consulted  before  a  decision  was  come  to. 

Mr.  Broadhead  (the  Secretary  of  the  Federation)  said* 
this  would  have  meant  delay.  After  a  long  discussion  the- 
action  of  the  delegates  was  endorsed. 

A  summary  of  Mr.  Peter  MacEwan's  paper  on 

Are  British  Pharmacists  Decadent? 
was  read  by  the  Secretary  and  a  short  discussion  followedl 
Among  the  speakers  was 

Mr.  Sargeant,  who  said  he  is  rather  pessimistic  now  as- 
regards  the  future  of  pharmacy.  It  is  common  knowledge- 
that  it  is  difficult  to  become  a  chemist,  and  that  there  is- 
little  to  be  got  out  of  the  business.  Apprentices  cannot  be- 
had,  and  he  knew  from  personal  experience  that  it  is  not 
the  best  men  who  are  sent  up  for  the  Minor  examination' 
that  become  qualified.  He  also  knew  that  many  men 
who  had  gone  in  for  the  examination  had  been  so  utterly 
disgusted  with  the  system  that  they  had  withdrawn  from 
any  further  effort,  and  had  without  qualification  opened 
drug-stores.  The  failure  of  the  Minor  examination  is  due- 
to  the  system.  Too  many  subjects  are  crammed  into  too- 
short  a  time.  He  did  not  think  there  would  be  any  im- 
provement in  results  until  the  Minor  is  divided.  It  is  a 
mistaken  idea  to  suppose  that  the  present  Minor  examina- 
tion weeds  out  the  unfit;  but  an  examination  that  is  per- 
fect would  do  that. 

The  President,  Mr.  Pickard,  and  Mr.  Beacock  also  spoke, 
A  resolution  was  passed  winding  up  the  session.  Ths- 
next  meeting  will  be  held  in  September. 


Wakefield  Chemists'  Association. 

At  the  meeting  of  this  Association,  on  May  2,  Mr.  Whaley 
presided,  and  there  were  also  present  Messrs.  Chaplin^ 
Pcllard,  Briggs,  Duffin,  Pickard  and  Judge  (Hon.  Secre- 
tary). 

Council  Candidates. 
The  proceedings  were  enlivened  by  addresses  by  My, 
F.  Pilkington-Sargeant,  of  Leeds,  and  Mr.  R.  C.  Walshaw, 
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of  Huddersfield,  both  of  whom  are  candidates  for  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Mr.  Walshaw  was  called  upon  as  the  senior  to  open  the 
proceedings.  Certain  considerations,  he  said,  had  deter- 
mined him  in  coming  forward  as  an  independent  candidate 
in  opposition  to  the  nominee  of  the  West  Riding  Federation. 
Mr.  F.  Pilkington-Sargeant  was,  he  said,  the  proprietor  of 
a  college  of  pharmacy,  and  he  questioned  whether  a  gentle- 
man holding  such  a  positicn  should  have  a  seat  upon  the 
Council.  It  was  possible  that  such  a  gentleman,  if  elected, 
might  be  put  upon  the  committee  which  had  the  duty  of 
selecting  examiners.  Young  ladies  trained  at  such  institu- 
tions to  be  apothecaries'  assistants  were  looked  upon  by  pro- 
fessional men  as  fully-qualified  assistants,  and  this  he 
regarded  as  detrimental  to  those  who  qualified  by  the 
examinations  under  the  auspices  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  The  system  was  building  up  a  sort  of  vested 
interest.  While  he  might,  if  he  were  situated  as  Mr.  F. 
Pilkington-Sargeant  was  situated,  conduct  business  opera- 
tions on  like  methods,  he  thought  he  should  not  seek  to  be 
elected  on  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  He 
also  took  exception  to  the  attitude  of  Mr.  F.  Pilkington- 
Sargeant  in  opposing  the  Pharmacy  Acts  Amendment  Bill  of 
1898,  and  in  actively  supporting  the  movement  of  the  Man- 
chester Pharmaceutical  Defence  Association.  The  opposition 
was  to  Minor  men  having  an  equality  with  Major  men  in  the 
Society.  Mr.  Walshaw  contended  that  the  success  of  the 
Society  was  in  great  degree  due  to  the  Minor  men.  He  (Mr. 
Walshaw)  relied  mainly  on  the  principle  that  the  executive 
of  the  Council  should  as  far  as  possible  consist  of  men  who 
were  actually  engaged  in  retail  pharmacy.  He  was  so  en- 
gaged, and  claimed  that  he  had  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
requirements  of  retail  chemists.  He  was  a  business  man 
rather  than  a  man  of  science,  and  he  submitted  that  it  was 
the  business  side  which  at  present  needed  most  the  attention 
of  the  Executive. 

Mr.  F.  Pilkington-Sargeant  said  his  idea  in  coming  before 
them  had  been  simply  to  lay  his  views  upon  topics  pertaining 
to  pharmacy  before  them,  and  it  was  somewhat  of  a  surprise 
to  him  to  have  to  answer  a  sort  of  attack  made  upon  him  by 
Mr.  Walshaw.  It  had  been  urged  that  he  would  be  in  a 
peculiar  position  if  he,  as  the  principal  of  a  school  of  phar- 
macy, were  to  become  a  member  of  the  Council  and  possibly 
gain  a  place  on  the  committee  which  had  to  deal  with  the 
selection  of  examiners.  He  did  not  agree  to  that.  He  also 
trained  students  for  the  Minor  examination,  and  even  if  he 
were  to  attain  to  such  a  place  he  could  not  know  more  of  the 
ideas  of  examiners,  or  the  questions  they  would  ask,  than  he 
did  at  the  present  time.  As  to  the  statement  that  he  trained 
girls  for  the  examination  which  was  adopted  by  the  Apothe- 
caries' Society,  that  was  one  side  of  his  particular  profession, 
but  he  had  not  pushed  it  since  the  matter  had  been  brought 
before  him  in  this  light.  His  was  an  educational  institution, 
and  it  was  not  a  part  of  his  business  to  inquire  what  the 
education  was  for.  He  taught  subjects  which  he  considered 
he  was  capable  of  teaching,  and  he  felt  that  he  had  a  right 
to  do  so.  He  assured  his  hearers  he  had  no  desire  to  lessen 
the  status  of  chemists  and  druggists.  He  educated  his 
pupils  to  the  best  of  his  ability  and  he  could  not  be  respon- 
sible for  their  future  conduct.  He  certainly  had  acted  in 
opposition  to  the  Bill  of  1898  because  he,  along  with  the 
Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Defence  Society,  considered 
that  there  was  no  demand  for  it,  but  when  they  realised  that 
there  was  a  demand  for  it  they  withdrew  the  opposition, 
and  he  submitted  that  largely  through  their  action  the  Bill 
was  passed.  As  regards  the  Pharmacy  Bill  and  the  con- 
troversy upon  Clause  7,  perhaps  a  bolder  fight  would  have 
impressed  the  permanent  officials  of  the  Government  with 
more  respect  for  chemists.  Certainly  there  ought  to  be 
some  modification  of  the  law  on  the  lines  of  the  proposed 
measure.  The  administration  of  the  Pharmacy  Acts  should 
be  marked  by  greater  stringency  in  the  matter  of  unqualified 
and  unregistered  men.  There  ought  to  be  inspectors  in 
various  parts  of  the  country  for  the  protection  of  the 
chemists  and  the  public  alike. 

Questions  having  been  invited,  Mr.  Beacock  asked  for 
more  particulars  as  to  Mr.  Walshaw's  advocacy  of  affiliating 
local  associations  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Mr.  Walshaw  said  he  had  not  a  cut-and-dried  scheme,  but 
his  idea  broadly  was  that  the  system  should  be  similar  to 
that  of  the  associations  in  connection  with  the  British 
Medical  Association  in  London. 


Mr.  Pickard  asked  as  regards  organisation,  the  essence 
of  which  he  considered  was  unity,  if  Mr.  Walshaw,  as  the 
President  of  a  local  chemists'  association  affiliated  to  the 
West  Riding  Association,  would  call  it  organisation  that  he 
should  appear  as  a  candidate  nctwithstanding  the  nomina- 
tion of  the  West  Riding  Association  ? 

Mr.  Walshaw  replied  that  his  course  was  dictated  by  a 
consideration  of  principle.  He  contended  that  the  examina- 
tion of  apothecaries'  assistants  was  in  direct  opposition  to 
the  Minor. 

In  answer  to  a  further  question,  Mr.  F.  Pilkington-Sar- 
geant said  he  had  not,  and  never  had  had,  any  direct  interest 
in  any  limited  liability  company  dealing  in  drugs. 

At  the  close  of  the  meeting  votes  of  thanks  were  accorded 
to  the  candidates. 


Liverpool  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Royal  Institution  on  Thursday 
evening,  April  27,  Mr.  P.  H.  Marsden  (President)  in  the 
chair. 

Mr.  A.  LI.  Jones  was  elected  a  member. 

Miscellaneous  Communications. 

Brazilian  Vanilla. — Mr.  J.  T.  Hornblower  showed  a 
specimen  of  vanilla  from  Brazil.  The  pods  were  fastened 
together  horizontally  with  a  sort  of  fibre,  and  the  flavour 
was  not  very  nice.  The  President  said  he  had  a  specimen 
very  like  it  which  was  given  to  him  as  wild  vanilla,  but  it 
was  not  fastened  in  strings. 

Arsemious  Iodide. — Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley  mentioned  that 
this  salt  does  not  correspond  with  the  Pharmacopoeia  re- 
quirements. It  contains  a  lot  of  free  iodine.  The  Pharma- 
copoeia monograph  dealing  with  the  subject  is  indefinite, 
and  in  some  places  quite  wrong,  particularly  in  regard  to 
the  solution.  The  solution  should  be  neutral  to  the  litmus. 
The  commercial  article  when  dissolved  in  water  shows  free 
iodine  with  starch. 

The  President  then  called  on  the  Secretary  to  read  two 
papers  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Lenton,  of  which  the  following  are 
abstracts  : 

Galenical  Notes. 
By  Walter  Henry  Lenton. 

Confectlo  Sennae. — However  carefully  made,  this  prepara- 
tion is  almost  always  slightly  gritty,  if  the  B.P.  directions  aro 
followed,  owing  to"  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  coriander- 
fruits  in  an  impalpable  powder.  This  detracts  from  an  other- 
wise pleasant  and  elegant  preparation,  for  which  there  is  a 
large  demand.  The  difficulty  may  be  got  over  by  replacing 
the  coriander-fruit  by  an  equivalent  quantity  of  oil,  as  in 
syrupus  sennae.  The  last  portion  of  the  official  monograph 
might  with  advantage  be  slightly  modified.  The  directions 
are  to  adjust  the  final  "  weight  to  seventy-five  ounces," 
regardless  of  consistency.  It  would  be  preferable  to  produce 
a  conserve  of  the  right  consistency,  and  then  work  in  as 
much  senna  in  fine  powder  as  will  give  a  confection  containing 
1  part  in  11,  to  keep  it  approximately  the  same  strength  as  at 
present.  It  is  impossible  to  give  exact  details  as  to  weight  or 
consistency,  as  varying  products  are  obtained  according  to  the 
conditions  and  quality  of  the  fruits  used  ;  but  to  the  practical 
pharmacist  this  will  present  no  difficulty  whatever. 

Extractum  Taraxacl  Liquidum. — In  the  B.P.C.  research 
list  the  following  paragraph  appears  :  "  The  specific  gravity 
and  proportion  of  solid  residue  appear  to  vary  much  in  com- 
mercial specimens.  To  what  is  this  variation  due?"  To 
answer  the  question  we  must  first  consider  the  official  direc- 
tions for  making  the  preparation.  Twenty  ounces  of  dried 
root  is  ordered  to  be  "  moistened  "  with  two  pints  of  60-per- 
cent, alcohol,  and  set  aside  for  forty-eight  hours ;  and  then 
"  ten  fluid  ounces  "  is  to  be  expressed — no  more  and  no  less  ! 
Subsequently  the  marc  is  treated  with  two  pints  of  water  for  a 
further  forty-eight  hours.  At  the  end  of  this  time  the  liquid 
is  to  bo  expressed  ;  the  expressed  liquid  is  then  "  evaporated  " 
t:>  about  20  fl.  oz.,  and  mixed  with  the  first  liquor  ;  finally  the 
volume  is  adjusted  to  20  fl.  oz.  by  the  addition  of  water,  if 
necessary.  The  author  criticised  these  directions  in  detail, 
and  stated  that  it  is  clear  that  not  only  is  the  process  wasteful, 
if  too  literally  followed,  but  must  inevitably  lead  to  consider- 
able variations  in  tho  product.  The  process  he  suggests  has 
been  found  to  bo  both  efficient  and  reliable,  and  tho  product 
is  thoroughly  representative  of  the  drug,  as  all  the  bitter 
principle  is  extracted  without  having  to  resort  to  the  evapora- 
tion of  a  large  volume  of  weak  percolate  :  moreover,  there  is 
no  unsightly  deposit  to  contend  with.  A  weak  alcohol 
(30-per-cent.  by  volume)  was  found  to  work  satisfactorily,  and 
by  the  process  of  repercolation  a  1  in  1  (w/v)  liquid  extract 
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is  readily  prepared,  as  the  following  experimental  results 
show  : 

Percolator  No.  1. 
Taraxacum  in  No.  20  powder,  14  lbs.,  moistened  with 
5  gal.  30  per-cent.  alcohol. 
"Vol.  of  Percolate  Collected  S.G.  of  Percolate 

1  gal.  1.065 
1  ,  1.000 
1  ,,  0.973 
1    ,,  pressed  off  practically  colourless 

and  tasteless. 

Percolator  No.  2. 
13  lbs.  of  drug  moistened  with  ^  gal.  of  first  percolate 
from  No.  1. 

Vol.  of  Percolate  Collected  S.G.  of  Percolate 

1  gal.  1.090 
1  ,,  1.040 
1  ,,  0.994 
1  „  0.980 
1  „  0.970 
10  pints  pressed  off  weak 

Percolator  No.  3. 
13  lbs.  of  drug  moistened  with  g  gal.  of  first  percolate 
from  No.  2. 

Vol.  of  Percolate  Collected  S.G.  of  Percolate 

1  gal.  1.130 
1    ,,  1.065 
1    „  1.020 
1    „  0.988 
Next  i>  gal.  0.980 
Although  this  was  about  the  colour  of  sherry,  it  was 
entirely  devoid  of  taste.    S.g.  of  menstrum  0.965. 
The  specific  gravities  were  taken  with  a  glass  hydrometer, 
and  are  given  solely  as  comparative.    The  percolators  used 
were  cylindrical ;  the  length  of  the  column  of  drug  being 
about  four  times  the  diameter  of  the  cylinder. 

Linimentum  Camphor.?. —  In  making  this  simple  galeni- 
cal "  English-refined  "  flowers  of  camphor  should  be  used, 
and  just  previous  to  mixing  with  the  oil  should  bo  passed 
through  a  No.  20  sieve.  With  the  oil  at  a  temperature  of 
70°  to  80°  F.  no  difficulty  is  experienced  in  making  large  or 
small  batches.  It  is  important  that  "  foreign  flowers  "  be  not 
used,  for  certain  foreign  samples  form  a  cloudy  solution  with 
the  oil.  If,  by  accident,  the  foreign  is  used,  filtration  through 
paper  will  yield  a  bright  oil ;  but  this  should  not  be  resorted 
to  unless  absolutely  necessary. 

Xiiquor  Bismuthi. — In  spite  of  the  careful  researches  which 
have  been  published,  this  preparation  is  still  a  source  of 
trouble  and  worry  to  pharmacists.  The  process  recommended 
by  Cowley  and  Catford  works  well ;  or  a  modification  of  the 
B.P.C.  formula  for  the  concentrated  solution.  The  precipi- 
tate should  be  washed  as  rapidly  as  possible,  all  unnecessary 
exposure  being  avoided  :  and  sterile  materials  and  utensils 
should  be  used  as  far  as  is  practicable.  From  an 
experience  of  many  batches — experimental  and  otherwise — 
the  author  concludes  that  the  potassium  citrate  is  frequently 
a  source  of  trouble,  it  having  been  noticed  repeatedly  that 
samples  made  with  citrate  instead  of  citric  acid  were  a  bad 
colour  and  much  more  prone  to  develop  fungoid  growth. 
Potassium  citrate  is  frequently  seriously  contaminated  with 
sulphate  :  in  some  cases  when  assaying  the  citrate  by  ignition 
and  subsequent  titration  with  standard  acid,  sulphuretted 
hydrogen  was  given  off  in  appreciable  quantity.  Another 
point  is  that  solution  of  ammonia  should  be  free  from  tarry 
impurities.  Average  samples  of  commercial  liq.  ammon. 
fort,  are  not  of  suffic:ent  purity  to  be  used  in  this  preparation. 
The  B.P.  test  for  tarry  matter  is  not  delicate  enough.  This 
contamination  can  be  detected  by  taking  2  or  3  grams  of 
copper  sulphate  in  powder  and  adding  to  it  the  liq.  ammon. 
fort,  until  the  solution  smells  very  faintly  of  ammonia,  when 
any  tarry  impurities  make  themselves  evident  by  odour. 

Oxymel  Scill«. — Merson's  formula  gives  the  nearest  ap- 
proach to  uniformity  which  is  at  present  possible,  until  a 
reliable  method  for  determining  the  amount  of  the  active 
principle  of  squill  is  available. 

Suppositoria  Glycerini — The  process  given  in  Squire's 
"  Companion  "  is  much  better  than  the  official  one;  it  is  less 
troublesome,  and  gives  more  satisfactory  results,  whether  in 
small  or  large  batches. 

Syrupus  Ferri  Pbosphatis — The  addition  of  a  small 
quantity  of  glucose  to  this  and  other  "  iron  "  syrups  greatly 
adds  to  their  keeping-properties.  In  the  case  of  Easton;s 
syrup  made  with  equal  parts  of  glucose  svrup  and  svrup, 
the  coloration  was  only  slight  after  prolonged  exposure  to 
light  and  air,  whereas  when  made  with  syrup  only  a  brown 
colour  is  rapidly  developed  under  similar  conditions. 

Syrupus  Rhei.— The  B.P.  process  is  wasteful,  and  does  not 
attain  the  end  evidently  aimed  at.    A  l-in-2  w/v  liquid  ex- 


tract of  rhubarb,  flavoured  with  coriander,  diluted  with  seven 
parts  of  svrup,  forms  a  much  nicer  preparation,  and  is  more 
fully  representative  of  the  drug.  The  liquid  extract  is  best 
prepared  by  repercolation  with  20-por-cent.  alcohol  contain- 
ing about  5  per  cent,  of  glycerin.  For  every  pound  of 
rhubarb  add  half  a  pound  of  coriander  in  coarse  powder. 
This  quantity  of  coriander  greatly  facilitates  percolation, 
rhubarb  by  itself  being  frequently  found  difficult  to  percolate 
with  a  weak  alcoholic  menstruum.  It  is  important  that  tho 
rhubarb  bo  not  in  too  fine  a  powder  for  this  same  reason  ; 
No.  10  to  20  powder  generally  gives  satisfactory  results.  Oil 
of  coriander  in  the  proportion  of  half  a  minim  to  each  fluid 
ounce  of  finished  extract  should  be  added  to  bring  un  the 
aroma.  This  method  gives  better  results  than  when  the  full 
quantity  of  coriander  is  used. 

Ungruentum  Conii. — Some  hydrous  wool-fats  of  commerce 
when  triturated  with  even  a  small  quantity  of  water,  or  a 
substance  of  the  consistency  of  a  soft  extract,  as  in  the  pre- 
paration of  this  ointment,  give  out  more  liquid  than  they  take 
up ;  and  even  with  such  a  drug  as  ichthyol  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  turn  out  a  satisfactory  ointment.  Having 
several  times  experienced  this  difficulty,  the  following  modifi- 
cation of  the  official  formula  was  tried  : 

Conium-juice    2  fl.  oz. 

Wool-fat  (anhydrous)    £  oz. 

Evaporate  the  conium-juice  to  2  oz.  by  weight,  and  in- 
corporate with  the  wool-fat  in  a  slightly  warmed  mortar. 
This  yields  an  elegant  and  satisfactory  ointment,  which  is  of 
nice  consistency. 

XJnguentum  Picis. — There  is  no  trouble  with  the  official 
formula  if  the  tar  is  warmed  to  about  the  melting-point  of  tho 
beeswax;  then  mix,  and  stir  thoroughly  as  tho  mixture  cools. 

The  author,  in  concluding,  acknowledged  his  indebted- 
ness to  Messrs.  Ayrton,  Saunders  &  Kemp,  Ltd.,  in  whose 
laboratories  the  experimental  work  was  carried  out ;  and  to 
his  brother,  Mr.  Gerald  Lenton,  who  co-operated  in  the 
work. 

Discussion. 

Conf.  Sennae. — Mr.  A.  C.  Abraham  did  not  agree  with  the 
suggestion  to  add  oil  of  coriander.  Ho  thought  the  coriander 
might  bo  powdered  with  the  senna  and  the  oil  in  the  seed 
would  bo  in  perfect  condition — the  distilled  oil  rapidly 
deteriorates.  Mr.  Cowley  thought  the  suggestion  rather  a 
good  one,  but  Mr.  Wyatt  was  against  the  use  of  an  essential 
oil.  Mr.  Hornblower  thought  the  best  way  would  be  to  grind 
the  senna  and  coriander  together,  which  would  give  a  better 
flavour.  In  making  tincture  of  senna  he  got  a  large  amount 
of  fixed  oil  out  of  coriander,  which  is  exceedingly  troublesome 
to  get  out  of  the  tincture. 

Ext.  Taraxdci  Xiiq. — Mr.  Abraham  was  not  much  in  favour 
of  repercolation,  which  is  generally  very  troublesome  to 
carry  out.  He  thought  the  best  way  to  do  it  is  to  evaporate 
in  vacuo.  Mr.  Hornblower  thought  if  a  standard  were  in- 
troduced for  repercolation  it  might  overcome  the  difficulty. 
Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley  said  it  seemed  tho  Pharmacopoeia  process  is 
a  difficult  one.  Why  is  alcohol  used  in  one  case  and  water  in 
another  ? 

3*in.  Camphor. — Mr.  Harold  Wyatt  said  the  suggestion  bore 
out  his  experience.  Mr.  A.  C.  Abraham  said  flowers  of 
camphor  alwaj's  contain  a  volatile  oil.  Bell  camphor  gives  a 
better  flavour. 

Liq.  Bismuthi.— Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley  said  that  using  sterile 
materials  and  utensils  is  one  of  the  points  Cowley  and  Catford 
had  specially  emphasised.  The  liquor  has  to  be  carefully  pre- 
pared, and  may  be  sterile  when  prepared,  but  it  does  not 
always  remain  sterile.  Mr.  H.  Wyatt  said  the  old  Pharma- 
copoeia liq.  bismuthi  gave  a  deposit,  due  to  the  excessive  heat 
developed  by  adding  ammonia  too  rapidly.  He  had  also 
noticed  that  when  allowed  to  stand  subsequent  deposits  took 
place  much  more  rapidly.  What  Mr.  Lenton  said  about 
potassium  citrate  bore  out  his  experience.  Mr.  A.  C.  Abra- 
ham said  the  difficulty  with  potassium  citrate  is  to  get  it 
neutral,  and  for  many  years  he  never  had  any  without  treat- 
ing it  to  make  it  neutral,  and  it  was  extraordinary  how  far 
from  neutral  some  of  it  was.  With  regard  to  liq.  bismuthi 
he  had  not  had  much  experience. 

Oxymel  Scillse — Mr.  Marsden  siid  the  Pharmacopoeia 
seems  to  overlook  the  fact  that  squill  contains  a  dangerous 
principle.  Mr.  A.  C.  Abraham  did  not  agree  that  Mr. 
Lenton's  suggestion  meets  the  case.  The  weaker  acetum 
scillse  is  made  the  more  it  has  to  be  diluted  with  honey  to 
bring  up  the  s.g.  The  directions  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  to 
make  up  to  a  certain  gravity  were  founded  on  the  old  London 
process,  which  was  intended  for  quite  a  different  thing. 

Suppositoria  Glycerini — Mr.  H.  Wyatt  said  if  the 
Pharmacopoeia  process  is  followed  it  is  very  unsatisfactory. 
Ho  preferred  to  use  the  cut  transparent  yellow  gelatine, 
which  is  much  superior  to  the  so-called  white.  It  is  easier  to 
handle  and  not  so  liable  to  go  into  hard  lumps. 
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Syr.  rerri  Phosph. — Mr.  H.  Wyatt  said  he  would  use 
glycerin  and  keep  the  phosphoric  acid  considerably  in  excess, 
as  recommended  in  "  Squire."  Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley  agreed  with 
Mr.  Wyatt.  Mr.  A.  C.  Abraham  said  the  idea  of  adding 
glucose  is  not  new.  Mr.  P.  H.  Marsden  said  he  had  always 
ffouttd  that  syrups  are  preserved  better  in  dark-green  bottles 
than  in  white  ones.  Mr.  Hornblower  thought  the  addition  of 
glycerin  to  syrups  instead  of  glucose  would  be  an  improve- 
ment. 

Mr.  Lenton's  second  paper  was  on  the 

Assay  of  Opium  and  its  Preparations. 
This  dealt  with  the  manipulation  of  the  official  process, 
which,  he  considered  will  admit  of  improvement.  The 
(process  he  submitted  is  based  on  Bird's  process  for  the 
precipitation  of  strychnine  ferrocyanide  in  nux  vomica 
determinations.    He  thus  described  it  : 

Follow  the  B.P.  process  up  to  the  filtration  of  the  alkaline 
liquor;  pipette  off  50  c.c.  and  place  in  the  separator,  the 
plug  of  cotton-wool  having  already  been  placed  in  position. 
Add  the  ether,  alcohol,  and  ammonium  chloride,  and  shake 
■thoroughly  as  directed  by  the  Pharmacopoeia  (care  must  be 
ttaken  not  to  dislodge  the  plug).  Set  aside  for  the  specified 
time,  and  then  force  the  whole  of  the  liquid  through  the 
plug.  Add  ether  and  morphinated  water,  10  c.c.  of  each  ; 
•agitate  thoroughly  but  gently,  and  again  force  out  the  liquid. 
Repeat  this  once,  and  subsequently  wash  the  contents  of  the 
separator  in  the  same  manner  with  morphinated  water  till 
the  washings  are  practically  free  from  chloride.  Then  add 
2  c.c.  of  distilled  water  (to  free  from  adhering  morphinated 
■water),  and  immediately  force  out.  Add  25  c.c.  (or  any  con- 
'venienfc  known  excess)  of  decinormal  acid,  shake  thoroughly 
to  dislodge  pliig,  and  titrate  back  with  twentieth  normal  soda, 
■using  methyl  orange  as  indicator.  The  small  crystals  of 
■crude  morphine  dissolve  readily  in  the  excess  of  acid. 

Sometimes  a,  minute  quantity  of  the  morphine  escapes  in 
the  mother-liquor ;  but  this  may  be  entirely  prevented  by 
first  depositing  a  small  quantity  of  disintegrated  filter-paper 
-or  asbestos  fibre  on  the  plug.  This  may  be  carried  out  by 
thoroughly  shaking  for  some  time  a  piece  of  fine  filter-paper 
about  the  size  of  a  sixpence  with  a  little  morphinated  water, 
and  pouring  into  the  separator  in  which  the  plug  has  been 
(previously  placed,  then  forcing  the  water  out,  when  the 
.paper  pulp  will  be  deposited  as  a  fine  layer  on  the  plug. 
Immediately  before  use  the  plug  should  be  just  saturated 
with  morphinated  water. 

Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr. 
!Lentom,  and,  in  seconding,  Mr.  A.  C.  Abraham  said  all 
ethe  matters  were  of  very  great  interest,  and  it  was  desir- 
able to  encourage  bringing  forward  papers  of  this 
character. 


Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and 
Apprentices'  Association. 

The  annual  business  meeting  was  held  at  36  York  Place, 
Edinburgh,  on  Wednesday,  April  26,  at  9.15  p.m.,  Mr. 
Archibald  Currie  (President)  in  the  chair.  The  following 
communication  was  read  on 

The  Major  Examination. 
By  D.  B.  Dott,  Ph.C,  F.I.C. 
As  the  object  of  this  paper  is  rather  to  elicit  the  opinions  of 
others  than  to  advance  any  special  views  of  my  own,  there  is 
mo  need  to  occupy  your  time  with  elaborate  statistics  or  details 
of  any  kind.  In  1903  the  number  of  Major  candidates  at  the 
Edinburgh  examinations  was  in  the  ratio  of  1  to  66  Minor 
applicants :  while  twenty-five  years  ago,  in  1878,  the  propor- 
tion was  1  Major  to  27  Minor.  Statistics  are  easily  stated, 
and  are  sometimes  purposely  stated,  so  as  to  be  misleading. 
We  will  be  told,  and  quite  rightly,  that  the  number  taking 
the  Major  certificate  has  actually  increased,  and  that  a  much 
larger  proportion  of  qualified  assistants  is  now  required  than 
■was  needed  twenty-five  years  ago:  so  that  relative  statistics 
may  be  readily  misinterpreted.  It  is  not,  however,  an  his- 
torical question  that  we  have  to  consider,  but  whether  the 
(number  now  qualifying  in  the  higher  grade  can  be  considered 
satisfactory,  and,  if  that  question  be  answered  in  the  negative, 
what  are  the  reasons  for  the  unsatisfactory  condition,  and 
what  is  the  remedy  ?  The  qualification  of  pharmaceutical 
•chemist  now  carries  with  it  so  little  in  the  way  of  privilege 
■that  the  examination  is  usually  not  incorrectly  described  as  an 
"honours  examination,"  and  the  tendency  in  recent  years  has 
rather  been  towards  obliteration  of  distinction  and  the  merg- 
ing of  all  qualified  persons  in  one  class.  Unless  Mr.  J.  P. 
GiLmour  can  persuade  "  the  powers  that  be"  to  establish  an 


assistant's  qualification  (for  which  there  is  a  good  deal  to  to 
said)  and  make  their  examination  the  Minor,  it  does  not  seem 
probable  that  the  Major  will  be  much  more  than  "  an  honouis 
examination  "  in  the  near  future. 

Considering  the  matter  in  that  light,  can  anything  be  dono 
to  popularise  the  examination  without  undue  depreciation  and 
lowering  of  the  standard  ?  It  is  perhaps  scarcely  possible  to 
discuss  the  Major  without  some  reference  to  the  Minor.  It 
the  Minor  were  divided,  as  it  ought  to  be.  and  might  easily 
be,  the  conditions  of  examination  would  not  be  so  harassing 
and  so  disagreeably  exacting.  That  alone  would  be  to  some 
extent  an  encouragement  for  men  to  go  forward  to  the  higher 
qualification.  There  are  some  members  who  think  that  the- 
practical  chemistry  presently  required  in  the  Minor  is  a  trifle 
in  excess  of  the  requirements  of  the  case  :  that  the  analytical 
work  might  suffice  on  a  simpler  basis.  If  that  view  were  to 
prevail  it  is  manifest  that  the  Major  chemistry  might  be 
modified  to  some  extent,  and  yet  retain  a  relative  position  of 
pre-eminence  over  that  of  the  Minor.  Apart,  however,  from 
these  considerations,  I  believe  there  is  general  agreement  that 
the  present  regulations  require  some  modification.  A  foot- 
note in  the  "  Calendar  "  informs  us  that  "  The  Council  has 
under  consideration  a  proposal  for  allowing  candidates  to  pass 
in  two  subjects  of  the  examination  only."  What  is  wanted 
possibly  is  rather  that  the  candidate  should  specialise  in  ono 
subject,  and  be  excused  an  elaborate  examination  in  the  other 
two.  According  to  the  present  schedule,  the  total  require- 
ments seem  somewhat  excessive,  and  suggest  some  elimina- 
tion and  modification.  The  botany  is  not  excessive  for  any- 
one specialising  on  that  side,  but  is  too  inclusive  for  the 
chemical  man.  I  suppose  the  same  might  be  said  of  the 
theoretical  chemistry,  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  candidate 
with  a  biological  bias;  but  the  physics  and  chemistry  of  the 
syllabus  are  not  beyond  what  may  reasonably  be  expected  of 
anyone  who  has  been  studying  the  subjects.  The  require- 
ments in  practical  chemistry  seem  to  me  less  satisfactory. 
It  may  be  doubted  whether  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  should 
be  asked  to  estimate  nitrogen  in  organic  compounds  by  the 
soda-lime  and  Kjeldal  processes.  Not  that  those  operations 
are  extraordinarily  difficult :  they  are  simply  unsuitable  for 
pharmaceutical  examinations.  I  would  eliminate  the  whole 
list  of  cyanogen,  artificial  urea,  and  all  the  other  compounds 
which  a  candidate  may  be  asked  to  make.  Such  an  operation 
is  a  considerable  encroachment  on  the  limited  time,  and  very 
little  real  test  of  the  candidate's  capacity.  I  am  doubtful 
whether  I  would  retain  the  clause  about  detecting  and 
separating  the  most  important  alkaloids  and  glucosides,  and 
should  certainly  strike  out  the  preparation  of  pure  morphia 
and  strychnine  from  the  practical  examination.  The  detec- 
tion of  "methyl  alcohol  in  tinctures,  liniments  and  other 
preparations  "  should  likewise  be  deleted.  It  might  also  be 
suggested  that  the  clause  referring  to  crude  drugs  and 
galenical  preparations  ought  more  fitly  to  appear  in  practical 
materia  medica. 

The  materia  medica  section  seems  reasonable,  though  it 
may  also  be  interpreted  to  mean  too  much  when  taken  along 
with  the  other  subjects  as  at  present  required.  As  already 
indicated,  it  is  not  so  much  a  revision  of  the  syllabus  that  is 
needed,  as  an  amendment  of  the  regulations,  to  admit  of 
specialising  in  one  subject,  or  at  least  on  one  side  of  science. 
In  that  direction  appears  to  lie  the  most  hopeful  expectation 
of  popularising  the  Major  examination,  and  causing  it  to  bo 
regarded  with  more  favour  than  it  at  present  enjoys. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  nature  and  scope  of  an 
examination  must  depend  largely  on  one's  conception  of  the 
qualification.  It  may  safely  be  asserted  that  the  founders  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  used  the  words  "  pharmaceutical 
chemist"  more  in  accordance  with  their  root  meaning  than 
is  generally  the  custom  in  our  day.  The  avowed  ideal  of  a 
prominent  reformer  has  been  rather  to  push  the  Major  quali- 
fication in  the  direction  of  the  Institute  of  Chemistry  :  to 
make  the  pharmaceutical  chemist  an  analyst  first,  and  allow 
the  other  subjects  to  come  in  as  an  ornamental  embellishment 
or  entanglement.  With  this  idea  I  have  no  agreement. 
Chemistry  in  relation  to  pharmacy  may  be  regarded  as  the 
primary  subject,  but  there  are  many  men  who  ought  to  be 
pharmaceutical  chemists  who  would  not  regard  themselves 
as,  or  think  of  professing  to  be,  competent  general  analysts. 
In  this  connection  it  has  always  to  be  remembered  that  the 
Major  candidate  has  previously  passed  a  fair  examination  in 
chemistry,  though  it  may  be  some  years  before.  The  idea  of 
chemistry  is  inseparably  associated  with  the  title  of  '*  phar- 
maceutical chemist,"  and  many  holders  of  the  title  arc  good 
chemists  and  analysts  ;  but  there  are  other  sides  to  the  subject, 
which  have  perhaps  been  somewhat  obscured  by  the  too 
predominant  modern  idea. 

Discussion. 

Mr.  McCutcheon  said  a  great  difficulty  about  the  Major 
examination  is  the  want  of  proper  tuition.  In  the  schools 
no  provision  is  made,  and  students  are  not  encouraged  to 
go  on. 
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Mr.  Glass  agreed  with  the  view  that  the  examination 
should  be  made  more  pharmaceutical.  He  thought  the 
whole  scheme  of  examinations  is  in  need  of  revision.  The 
Minor  examination  should  be  both  divided  and  modified. 

Mr.  Plenderleith  said  there  is  a  general  disinclination 
among  Minor  men  to  do  more  than  they  had  already  done, 
but  the  chief  obstacle  in  Scotland  is  the  want  of  proper 
provision  for  tuition  of  Major  students. 

Mr.  Murray  spoke  about  progress  being  "a  constant 
struggle  between  idealism  and  materialism." 

Mr.  Hill  explained  that  the  original  conception  of  the 
Major  and  Minor  examination  was  that  the  latter  should  be 
an  assistant's  and  the  former  a  master's  qualification,  but  it  is 
open  to  grave  doubt  whether  it  is  expedient  to  have  two 
grades.  He  concurred  in  the  view  that  one  great  obstacle 
to  a  larger  number  trying  the  Major  examination  is  the 
want  of  proper  facilities  for  study.  The  pharmacy  schools 
are  so  fully  occupied  with  Minor  students  that  they  have 
neither  time  nor  inclination  for  Major  students. 

Mr.  Duncan  said  he  thought  Mr.  Hill  had  failed  to  note 
a  most  important  element.  If  he  knew  something  of  the 
cost  of  the  Minor  examination  he  would  begin  to  have 
some  glimmering  of  the  truth  as  to  why  so  few  enter  for 
the  Major.  Twenty  years  ago  the  Minor  fee  was  3/.. 
now  it  is  10/.  ;  and  before  an  average  student  has  qualified 
he  has  spent  so  much  that  he  is  fairly  "broke"  and  dis- 
gusted with  all  examinations.  Besides,  he  could  not,  if  he 
did  pass  the  Major,  expect  any  quid  pro  quo. 

The  Chairman  also  spoke  and  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  Mr.  Dott,  which  was  heartily  passed ;  and  in  his  reply 
Mr.  Dott  said  he  had  omitted  one  point.  It  is  worth  con- 
sidering whether,  as  in  the  case  of  the  doctorate  in  science, 
a  thesis  embodying  original  research,  along  with  some 
measure  of  examination,  might  not  be  adopted  in  the  case 
of  the  Major  examination. 

Ewing  Pharmacy  Prize. 
In  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Mr.  J.  Laidlaw  Ewing, 
the  President  presented  the  Ewing  pharmacy  prize,  con- 
sisting of  copies  of  Attfield's  "Chemistry"  and  Squire's 
"Companion,"  to  Mr.  John  Haig,  15  Hanover  Street,  who 
had  obtained  79  per  cent,  of  marks. 

Annual  Reports. 
Mr.  D.  A.  Young  (Hon.  Treasurer)  submitted  the  annual 
financial  statement,  showing  a  balance  in  hand  of  11.  Zs.  4d. 
Mr.  G.  D.  Thomson  (Hon.  Secretary)  read  the  annual 
report,  which  indicated  that  the  session  had  been  satis- 
factory. The  membership  remained  practically  the  same  as 
last  year,  there  being  fifty-eight  on  the  roll.  The  attendance 
at  meetings  had  not  been  so  good,  and  there  was  too  little 
appreciation  of  the  prizes  offered.  Both  reports  were 
adopted,  and  a  donation  of  11.  Is.  was  voted  to  the  Benevo- 
lent Fund  as  a  small  recognition  of  the  privilege  of  meeting 
in  the  Society's  house. 

Election  of  Office-bearers. 
The  following  were  unanimously  elected  office-bearers 
for  the  session  1905-6  :  President,  Mr.  Alexander  McCut- 
cheon ;  Vice-President,  Mr.  Joseph  Tait;  Secretary,  Mr. 
David  A.  Young,  119  George  Street ;  Assistant-Secretary, 
Mr.  A.  F.  Stronach ;  Treasurer,  Mr.  H.  R.  Nightingale ; 
committee,  Misses  Glass  and  Watson,  Messrs.  Currie, 
Drummond,  Haig,  Hoppenstein,  Murray,  and  Rowland ; 
Prize  Committee,  the  President,  Vice-President,  and  Secre- 
tary, and  Messrs.  Currie,  Glass,  and  MacEwan.  A  cordial 
vote  of  thanks  was  awarded  to  the  retiring  office-bearers. 


Mr.  C.  Drieberg,  Superintendent  of  School  Gardens, 
Colombo,  Ceylon,  is  conducting  a  series  of  experiments  at 
the  Government  Stock  Garden,  with  a  view  to  ascertaining 
the  productive  capacity  of  a  given  number  of  papaw-trees  and 
fruits. 

A  large  increase  in  exports  of  quebracho  extract  and  logs 
from  Buenos  Ayres  is  noticed  in  the  latest  returns.  The 
United  States  buy  most  of  the  extract  and  Germany  most  of 
the  logs.  A  large  quantity  of  logs  goes  to  "order,"  and 
possibly  reaches  the  United  Kingdom.  This  industry  is  being 
developed  and  organised,  the  value  of  the  quebracho-forests 
having  largely  increased.  Extract-factories  are  being  estab- 
lished, and  German  houses  have  the  largest  share  of  the 
business. 
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London  Section. 

A MEETING  of  this  Section  was  held  on  May  1  at 
Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  Mr.  A.  Gordon. 
Salamon  in  the  chair.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meet- 
ing having  been  read,  the  Chairman  said  the  response  to 
his  appeal  for  funds  with  which  to  entertain  the  American) 
visitors  to  the  annual  meeting  had  been  good,  and  there  is 
every  prospect  that  the  Section  will  be  able  to  accord  ai 
hearty  welcome  to  the  visitors.  He  then  called  on  Pro- 
fessor Chiri  Otsuki  to  read  a  paper  on 

THE  ACTION   OF   HYDROGEN   TEROXIDE   ON   A  PHOTOGRAPHIC 
PLATE  IN  THE  DARK. 

The  paper  was  a  record  of  a  long  and  patient  investiga- 
tion of  the  subject  mentioned  in  the  title,  plotted  curves' 
and  lantern-slides  being  exhibited  to  elucidate  difficult 
points.  Reference  was  first  made  to  W.  J.  Russell's  re- 
search on  the  action  of  hydrogen  peroxide  on  photo- 
graphic plates,  which  was  communicated  to  the  Royali 
Society  in  1899.  In  this  investigation  it  was  shown  that 
certain  substances,  such  as  celluloid,  gelatin,  gutta-percha, 
and  paper  covered  with  egg  albumen,  are  porous  to  hydro- 
gen peroxide,  while  ebonite,  glass,  paraffin  wax,  and  fisfo 
membrane  are  opaque.  This  work  having  been  questioned) 
by  Graetz,  who  holds  that  the  action  of  hydrogen  peroxide 
on  the  photographic  plate  is  due  to  a  kind  of  radiation;, 
Professor  Otsuki  repeated  Russell's  work,  not  only  as. 
regards  the  effects  on  a  plate  shown  on  developing,  but  by 
the  chemical  detection  of  hydrogen  peroxide  in  the  plate 
by  reaction  with  titanium-sulphuric  acid.  The  lecturer 
has  discovered  that  the  photographic  plate  has  the  power 
of  condensing  hydrogen  peroxide  on  its  surface,  in  proof 
of  which  an  interesting  process  called  "  Katatype  by 
Evaporation"  was  shown.  By  this  process  a  positive  care 
be  made  from  a  gelatin  negative.  The  negative  is  ex- 
posed to  the  action  of  hydrogen  peroxide  vapour,  which  it 
absorbs  or  condenses  in  proportion  to  the  white  and  dark 
parts,  then  in  the  dark  this  negative  is  pressed  for  some 
time  in  contact  with  a  photographic  plate,  and  on  develop- 
ing the  latter  a  perfect  reproduction  in  positive  is  obtained. 
The  effect  of  temperature,  the  degree  of  concentration  of 
peroxide  of  hydrogen,  variation  by  using  different  de- 
velopers, and  the  distance  of  the  plate  from  the  solutions 
were  all  elaborately  studied,  the  net  result  of  the  research 
being  ample  confirmation  of  Russell's  work.  The  last  part 
of  the  paper  was  a  record  of  experiments  showing  the  com- 
position of  the  latent  image,  Meldola's  view  that  a  sub- 
bromide  of  silver  is  formed  being  accepted. 

There  was  a  short  discussion,  which  was  not,  however, 
confined  to  the  subject,  the  ethnology  of  the  Japanese 
being  referred  to  by  Dr.  Divers  and  Mr.  Lambert.  Dr. 
Divers  spoke  of  the  wonderful  capacity  of  the  Japanese 
student  for  absorbing  knowledge,  and  also  of  the  earnest- 
ness and  seriousness  with  which  his  studies  are  pursued. 
Mr.  Lambert  said  the  paper  would  be  looked  up  to  as  a 
classic  of  photography,  and  incidentally  mentioned  that  the 
porosity  of  celluloid  was  a  confirmation  of  the  preference 
for  glass  plates  which  he,  along  with  many  other  workers 
in  photography,  had.  Another  speaker  could  not  accept 
the  lecturer's  work  as  conclusive,  as  peroxide  of  hydrogere 
is  comparatively  non-volatile.  The  solution  could  even  be 
concentrated  by  blowing  air  through  it,  this  speaker  said. 
Professor  Otsuki  replied,  and  said  he  did  not  think  the 
last  speaker's  assertion  could  be  proved,  as  it  was  quite 
easy  to  detect  hydrogen  peroxide  in  the  air  of  the  labora- 
tory where  the  experiments  were  being  conducted. 

Another  paper  by  the  same  author,  on  "  The  Influence 
of  the  Length  of  the  Time  of  Development  on  the  Degree 
of  Darkening  of  the  Photographic  Plate,"  consisting,  the 
Chairman  said,  mainly  of  diagrams,  was  taken  as  read  -r 
and  as  the  members  were  filing  out  of  the  room  Dr.  Sil- 
berrad  gave  a  brief  abstract  of  the  second  part  of  his  re- 
search on  "  Whisky." 


A  Guinea  for  a  postcard  in  regard  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Coii7icil  Election  is  offered  this  week.  For  full  -particulars 
see  p.  694. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


The  Boots'  Business. 
Sir, — "  Inquirer"  in  your  last  issue  shows  the  results  of 
an  analysis  of  some  of  the  figures  in  Mr.  Boot's  advertise- 
ment. Perhaps  the  following  will  prove  equally  interesting 
to  your  readers.  Supposing  800,000  customers  per  week  is 
the  average,  and  not  the  maximum,  number  of  Mr.  Boot's 
customers,  and  he  requires  4,000  employes  to  attend  the 
wants  of  this  host.  It  means  that  he  employs  one 
for  every  200  customers.  Even  if  we  deduct  a  fourth 
of  the  employes,  as  representing  message-boys,  directors, 
clerks,  warehousemen,  etc.,  it  still  leaves  only  266 
customers  per  servant  per  week.  And  if  each  counter- 
man works  sixty  hours  per  week,  this  will  give  him  an 
average  of  less  than  4g  customers  per  hour — no  sweating 
here !  Again,  if  these  4,000  employes  are  paid  on  an 
average  25.s\  a  week,  it  means  that  it  costs  Boots,  Ltd.,  l^d. 
each  customer  for  service  alone,  quite  apart  from  the  cost 
of  rent,  taxes,  advertising,  directors'  fees,  etc.  If  we  put 
down  the  rent  and  upkeep  of  the  326  shops  at  1501.  a  year 
each,  this  will  add  another  Id.  to  the  cost  of  each  customer, 
or  2jc/.  in  all.  So  that  when  Boots,  Ltd.,  sell  a  box  of 
Beecham's  pills  at  10d.,  they  lose  2d.  by  the  transaction. 
This  may  or  it  may  not  be  the  explanation  of  how  Mr.  Boot 
saves  the  British  public  1,000.000Z.  every  year,  but  it  is 
certainly  the  only  conclusion  that  can  be  drawn  from  his 
figures,  which,  I  suppose,  are  unimpeachable. 
I  am,  yours,  etc., 

Schooling,  junior.  (208/24.) 

Sir, — By  his  impudent  remarks  upon  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  and  chemists  in  general,  Mr.  Boot  has  succeeded  in 
uniting  the  rank-and-file  of  chemists  in  desiring  some  form 
of  retaliation  for  his  abuse.  Here  is  a  fine  opportunity  for 
united  action,  and  I  would  suggest  the  formation  of  a  retail 
chemists'  association  to  advertise  on  a  similar  scale  as  Mr. 
Boot  has  done  lately,  giving  to  the  public  the  truth  about 
unqualified  drug-stores,  and  let  each  subscriber  of  a  fixed 
sum  have  his  name  and  address  printed  in  both  daily  and 
local  papers  as  belonging  to  the  above  Association.  The 
prices  given  by  Mr.  Boot  in  his  advertisements  can  be  easily 
met,  and  the  lie  given  to  his  unfounded  statements  regarding 
the  profits  of  qualified  chemists.         Yours  truly, 

Greenwich,  May  2.  A.  J.  Hunt. 

Sir, — All  the  talk  about  Boot,  his  stores,  and  stories  is 
to  my  mind  beating  the  air.  Better  look  well  to  our  own 
individual  pharmacies,  and  realise  the  legitimate  and  neces- 
sary  position  to  the  public  that  we  ought  as  intelligent  and 
qualified  chemists  to  sustain.  It  boots  not  to  bother  our 
brains  with  Boot,  or  the  beautous  branches  of  Jesse. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

Scarborough,  May  2.  j.  Crookes. 

National  Wholesale  Co-op.  Chemists'  Association. 

Sir, — How  long  will  chemists  go  on  suffering  for  the 
sins  of  their  fathers  ?  We  know  how  the  chemist  of  bygone 
days  committed  the  odious  crime  of  making  too  large  profit ; 
we  also  know,  to  our  cost,  how  first  the  grocer  wandered 
into  our  larder  and  had  his  nibble  ;  then  came  the  companies, 
who  are  still  gobbling  away;  now  we  have  the  co-ops., 
who,  as  Mr.  Elliman  says,  have  come  to  stay.  Also  we 
hear  rumblings  in  the  distance  from  another  quarter 
"  coming  to  claim  its  legitimate  rights."  Now,  where  is  all 
this  sort  of  thing  going  to  end  ?  Why  should  we  and  our 
sons  be  squeezed  out  of  existence  because  our  predecessors 
failed  to  deal  with  altering  circumstances?  Some  will  say, 
"  Oh,  we  are  mending  all  that ;  when  Parliament  does  so- 
and-so,  all  will  be  well."  Not  likely  :  if  Parliament  gave 
all  it  could,  the  huckster,  the  unqualified  man,  the  company, 


the  co-op.,  would  still  go  on  selling  the  bulk  of  the  common 
things  of  everyday  use. 

May  I  proceed  to  sketch  out  another  plan  for  the  removal 
of  our  disabilities,  whereby  we  should  have  the  interest  of 
the  general  public  at  our  back,  instead  of  against  us  as  is 
usual?  Let  private  chemists  throughout  the  country  com- 
bine and  form  a  large  national  wholesale  co-operative  supply 
association,  run  somewhat  on  Camwal  lines,  but  on  a  vastly 
larger  scale;  bond-fide  retail  chemists  only  to  be  supplied. 
There  ought  not  to  be  much  difficulty  in  forming  an  associa- 
tion large  enough  to  be  by  far  the  largest  buyer  of  chemists' 
goods  in  the  Kingdom.  It  should  have  depots  at  strategic- 
points  and  supply  its  members  at  lowest  possible  margin. 
As  it  is,  to  buy  right  a  chemist  often  has  to  hold  a  much 
larger  stock  than  is  really  necessary  for  the  size  of  his 
business,  or  else  he  is  undersold.  Shop  fitting  and  adorning 
might,  with  advantage,  be  made  an  active  department. 
Simultaneously  with  this,  the  association  should  develop  a 
general  advertising  scheme  to  educate  the  public  as  to  its 
objects  and  to  the  advantages  in  buying  from  its  members ; 
openly  announce  in  the  Press  this  huge  buying  scheme  to 
supply  the  public  with  better  and  cheaper  goods  than  ever 
before ;  show  how  a  company,  with  its,  say,  300  shops, 
cannot  possibly  compete  with  the  association's  3,0C0  shops  : 
assure  the  public  that  everything  bought  from  a  member  will 
be  guaranteed  absolutely.  The  members  on  their  part  to 
support  the  association  by  all  in  their  power  and  act  abso- 
lutely fairly  toward  the  public. 

After  all,  the  gist  of  the  whole  matter  is  the  public,  who 
will  go  where  they  think  they  get  best  served,  and  it  is  the 
chemist's  business  to  show  he  is  best  man.  There  is  another 
side  to  this  idea.  As  things  are  now,  if  a  company  considers 
a  private  chemist  in  its  way  it  attacks  him.  and  we  know 
the  usual  result  ;  but  with  such  an  association  in  working 
order  the  shoe  would  be  cn  the  other  foot.  Suppose  com- 
pany A  tries  to  crush  chemist  B,  then  company  A  could  be 
attacked  in  turn  at  all  its  shops  by  the  association's  members. 
With  an  organisation  like  this  there  would  be  small  chance 
of  the  companies  extending  further,  and  a  business  must 
either  go  forward  or  backwards.  With  a  shrinkage  of 
dividend  company  shareholders  would  want  to  find  ether 
fields  of  usefulness  for  their  mcney.  As  for  the  eo-opera- 
tors.  the  association  could  deal  with  them  amicably  as  regards 
protected  lines,  automatically  for  drugs  and  sundries,  etc., 
and  cause  no  interference  with  P.A.T.A.  work.  Is  this 
scheme  workable  ? 

Such  an  organisation  could  help  chemists  in  so  many  ways. 
Assistants,  for  instance,  to  be  enrolled  as  assistant  members 
at  standard  rates  of  pay  ;  employment  to  be  guaranteed,  but 
connection  to  cease  in  case  of  unsatisfactory  conduct.  Em- 
plovers  would  thus  be  better  served  and  cmploves  bettor  off. 

Midland  Chemist.  (190/15.) 
Wants  More  Money. 

Sir, — May  I  suggest  to  those  complainers  against  com- 
pany trading  that  the  first  thing  they  should  do  is  to  become 
annual  subscribers  to  the  Society  ?  As  a  retailer  with  a  small 
wholesale  connection  which  takes  me  to  almost  every  part  of 
England  and  Wales  once  in  the  year,  I  have  been  struck 
with  the  large  number  of  qualified  men  who  are  always  on 
the  grumble  as  to  how  unqualified  men  are  selling  without 
interference  poisons  in  the  different  districts  I  visit.  I  find 
on  inquiry  that  these  men  are  not  reported  to  the  Society 
by  those  who  complain  because  they  do  not  care  to  as  they 
are  not  subscribers.  Now,  Sir,  can  the  Society  be  fairly 
blamed  for  not  prosecuting  these  men  of  whose  existence 
they  are  probably  not  even  aware  ?  It  is  very  well  for  a 
retailer  to  say,  "  If  they  were  to  prosecute  this  man  who  is 
doing  me  so  much  harm  "  (for  in  my  opinion  it  is  not  so  much 
the  poisons  as  the  profitable  business  they  take  that  the 
average  retailer  cares  about),  "I  would  become  a  sub- 
scriber " ;  but  if  they  do  not  know  how  can  they  prosecute  ? 
As  a  retailer  who  does  give  information  I  can  advise  others 
to  do  so.  and  they  will  find  the  penny  stamp  they  use  to  give 
it  a  profitable  investment.  ...  I  think  Mr.  Boot  rather 
overdoes  it  about  the  highly  trained  managers.  Few  of 
them  have  done  more  than  pass  the  Minor,  and.  unless  he 
conducts  his  business  differently  from  what  Day's  Southern 
Drug  Co.  did,  very  few  of  th2  highly  trained  and  skilled 
chemists  in  his  employ  have  the  faintest  knowledge  of  the 
composition  of  the  various  "  Bocts  "  proprietaries  they  press 
on  the  public  with  such  a  show  of  faith  in  their  miraculous 
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powers.  I  know  a  registered  man  who  never  lost  an  oppor 
tunity  of  reporting  unqualified  men,  yet  ran  a  branch  for 
over  three  years  within  120  yards  of  my  place  with  an  un- 
qualified manager,  and  when  this  manager  was  reported 
thought  he  was  hardly  done  by.  .  .  .  From  an  experience 
of  some  years  behind  various  drug-companies'  counters  I 
know  that  the  qualified  men  despise  their  employers,  and 
still  more  do  they  the  chemists  in  business  who  allow  these 
companies  to  take  their  titles.  Another  point  about  these 
advertisements  is  that  I  doubt  if  the  qualified  men  actually 
do  the  dispensing.  When  I  was  an  unqualified  junior  with 
a  large  London  drug-stores,  since  absorbed  by  another,  what 
little  there  was  of  dispensing  fell  to  me  without  being 
checked  in  any  way.  Our  manager  preferred  being  at  the 
counter,  where  commission  could  be  obtained.  Our  second 
assistant,  or  head  counterman,  was  an  old  ship's  steward, 
and  could  not  possibly  dispense  a  prescription,  as  he 
could  not  read  any  but  the  most  simple.  We  were  sup- 
posed to  take  never  less  than  150/.  per  week,  but  I  do  not 
think  out  of  that  amount  more  than  21.  was  for  dispensing. 
Two  years  ago  I  had  a  prescription  to  dispense  bearing  the 
stamp  of  a  company  for  a  3-oz.  mixture.  The  customer 
brought  a  4-oz.  bottle  with  the  label  on,  and  the  same  number 
on  it  as  appeared  on  the  prescription.  On  inquiry  I  found 
the  bottle  had  been  supplied  full.  I  pointed  out  to  the  cus- 
tomer the  mistake  that  had  been  made,  returned  her  the 
bottle,  and  advised  her  to  see  her  solicitors  about  the  matter. 
I  rather  think  she  did,  as  I  soon  had  a  branch  opened  near 
me.  That  did  not  matter,  however,  as  I  find  that  by  buying 
all  my  goods  for  cash  I  can  afford  to  sell  as  low  as,  and  lower 
than,  the  companv  can,  and  my  business  has  not  suffered  at 
all.  Yours  faithfully, 

One  who  Subscribes.  (207/8.) 
An  Untapped  Source  of  Revenue. 

Sir, — The  unfair  way  in  which  limited  distributing  com- 
panies compete  with  the  taxpaying  and  ratepaying  indi- 
vidual trader,  to  say  nothing  of  the  personal  services  he 
renders  in  many  ways  to  the  community,  raises  the  question 
as  to  whether  the  latter  is  justified  in  continuing  his  sup- 
port without  a  protest.  We  have  a  single  distributing 
company  openly  stating  that  they  have  closed  up  many 
individual  traders  and  are  saving  the  public  1,000,000/.  a 
year.  On  the  face  of  it  it  looks  as  if  the  Revenue  was 
being  deprived  of  a  considerable  amount  of  income-tax  it 
would  otherwise  gather,  especially  if  other  companies  are 
working  on  the  same  lines.  Would  it  in  these  circum- 
stances be  unfair  to  press  the  question  as  to  whether  there 
should  not  be  a  levelling-up  a  bit — say  by  charging  income- 
tax  on  the  net  earnings  of  these  companies  previous  to  the 
distribution  of  the  dividends  to  the  individuals  who  again 
should  pay  income-tax  on  their  unearned  increment  ?  If 
these  companies  can  afford  to  do  as  they  state — endow  the 
general  public  with  1.000.000/.  a  year — a  mere  trifle  of 
50,000/.  a  year  extra  taxation  would  never  be  felt,  and 
would  considerably  enhance  the  Exchequer  receipts.  I 
would  suggest  a  conference  of  the  leaders  of  the  different 
distributing  trades  throughout  the  country,  and  make  this 
question  a  sine  qua  non  at  the  next  general  election.  It 
is  time  the  individual  traders  of  the  country  were  aroused 
to  the  fact  that  besides  a  "  fair  day's  pay  "  a  "  fair  working 
profit"  should  be  granted;  if  not  let  us  shift  the  responsi- 
bility of  providing  the  State  with  all  the  funds  it  requires. 
Once  we  aroused  the  whole  individual  retail  traders  to  action 
they  could  carry  almost  any  election. 

Faith  full  v  yours, 

Fair"  Trade.  (209/45.) 
Official  Dispsnsing-eharges. 

Sir, — I  was  greatly  interested  in  your  account,  in  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  of  April  15,  of  the  German  medi- 
cine-tariff (Deutsche  Arzneitaxe).  and  also  in  "  Xrayser's  " 
remarks  thereon  in  the  G.  &•  1).  (April  22,  p.  613).  He  is 
quite  correct  in  saying  that  the  same  thing  is  in  operation 
in  Norway  and  Sweden,  and  I  made  reference  to  this  in  my 
article  on  Norwegian  pharmacy  in  the  C.  <0  D.  of  Janu- 
ary 28.  There  is  no  doubt  that  these  fixed  charges  make 
for  uniformity,  but  at  the  same  time  I  fail  to  see  how  they 
can  prevent  cutting  or  reduction  of  prices ;  no  Act  of 
Parliament  could  be  passed  compelling  any  pharmacist  to 
accept  a  fixed  price  and  no  less.  I  know  with  regard  to 
Norway  and  Sweden  that  the  apoteker  cannot  charge  more 
than  the  fixed  price,  but  may  take  less  if  he  pleases.  Acts 


of  Parliament  are  passed  for  the  protection  of  the  public, 
and  not  for  the  protection  of  the  prices  of  business  men. 
professional  or  otherwise.  1  do  not  know  much  about  the 
conditions  which  obtain  in  the  pharmaceutical  world  in 
Germany,  but  I  do  not  think  that  in  Norway  there  is  the 
same  tendency  to  either  cutting  or  overcharging  as  in 
England.  In  a  country  which  has  no  titles,  no  aristocracy, 
no  leisured  moneyed  class,  no  West-end,  where  the  apoteker 
has  no  exorbitant  rent  and  charges  to  pay,  and  where  a 
paternal  Government  decides  on  the  number  of  pharmacies 
to  a  given  area,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  there  is  not  the  same 
temptation  as  in  England,  where  there  are  such  extremes  of 
poverty  and  wealth.  To  me  it  seems  quite  proper  that 
identical  prescriptions  should  cost  more  in  the  West-end 
than  in  the  East,  and  not  the  same  in  either  as  in  a  pro- 
vincial town.  I  agree  that  high  c  harges  and  extreme  cutting 
are  much  to  be  deprecated  ;  at  the  same  time,  fixed  charges 
in  England  under  the  existing  social  conditions  of  the 
people,  and  the  unprotected  state  of  pharmacy  generally, 
would  not  be  workable.  The  two  things  seem  to  me  to  need 
to  go  together.  Government  monopoly  for  the  pharmacist 
and  Government  protection  for  the  people.  I  should  be 
sorry  to  see  the  former  in  England.  The  apoteket  of 
Norway,  as  I  have  seen  it,  seems  to  me  on  a  dead  level,  and 
the  shops  are  too  severely  proper  and  orthodox — no  variety 
or  attractiveness — so  different  from  what  we  are  accustomed 
to  in  England.  At  the  same  time,  I  am  certain  that  if  the 
pharmacists  of  England  would  arrange,  and  be  faithful  to, 
a  fixed  price  for  the  ingredients  of  a  prescription,  with  dis- 
cretionary powers  to  adapt  the  price  to  the  circumstances 
of  the  customer,  a  great  stride  would  be  made  towards  a 
settlement  of  the  present  disturbed  state  of  pharmacy  in 
this  country. 

Hull,  April  28.  Wm.  Botjsfield. 

Oil  of  Lemon  Valuation. 

Sir, — We  have  read  with  interest  the  paper  on  lemon  oil 
by  Dr.  E.  Berte  in  your  last  issue.  It  is  quite  possible  that 
with  an  aqueous  solution  of  sodium  sulphite  and  bicarbonate 
(Tiemann)  citronellal  and  methylheptencne  showno  reaction, 
but  Burgess  ("Analyst,"  March,  1904)  showed  that  when 
an  acid  is  used  to  neutralise  the  sodium  hydrate,  the  com- 
pound is  easily  obtained.  We  fail  to  see,  however,  what 
these  two  substances  have  to  do  with  lemon  oil,  as  they  are 
never  naturally  present,  and  we  are  surprised  that  Dr. 
Berte  does  not  mention  the  two  new  aldehydes  (nonyl  and 
decyl)  discovered  by  Burgess  and  Child,  and  confirmed  by 
Heme's  chemists.  'The  latter  showed  that  these  do  not 
make  a  compound  with  sodium  sulphite  and  carbonate,  and 
were  thus  able  to  separate  them  direct  from  the  oil,  but 
Burgess  again  shows  ("Analyst,"  March,  1904)  that  they 
will  combine  in  a  slightly  acid  solution  of  sodium  sul- 
phite (acetic).  These  two  aldehydes,  owing  to  their  intense 
flavour  and  odour,  play  a  very  important  part  in  the 
character  of  lemon  oil.  Dr.  Berte's  polariscope  method 
seams  to  be  perfectly  correct  as  regards  the  citral-estimation 
of  terpeneless  oil  of  lemon,  inasmuch  as  the  amount  (by 
volume)  absorbed  corrt.  ponds  to  that  calculated  by  aid  of 
the  rotation.  A  few  trials  which  we  have  made  gave  very 
concordant  results.  We  are  glad  that  Dr.  Berte  admits 
that  the  50  per  cent,  distillation  method  put  forward  last 
year  by  himself  and  Soldaini  is  practically  valueless  for  the 
detection  of  adulteration  in  lemon  oil.  We  ourselves  could 
never  see  any  use  whatever  in  it,  specially  as  a  distillation 
method  had  already  been  published  which,  even  if  it  dees 
not  give  the  full  percentage  of  citral  (owing  probably  to  the 
decomposition),  will  give  figures  by  which  it  is  possible  to 
detect  most  sophistications.  Should  the  polariscope  method 
for  the  estimation  of  citral  in  lemon  oil  prove  to  give  reliable 
figures,  we  must  point  out  that  with  that  alone,  and  without 
using  the  last-mentioned  method  of  distillation,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  guarantee  the  purity  of  an  oil,  as  citral  could 
easily  be  added  to  make  up  any  shortage  due  to  the  addition 
of  terpenes.  Dr.  Berte's  rotations  are  probably  intended  to 
be  in  degrees  and  decimals  of  a  degree,  but  in  his  paper 
degrees  and  minutes  are  given.  Yours  truly, 

John  F.  Child, 
H.  H.  Spencer. 

98  Great  Tower  Street.  E.G..  May  2. 

*»*  Replies  to  correspondents  are  held  over  until  next 
week. 
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£rat>e  IReport. 


NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quanti- 
ties or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various  charges 
have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances 
greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock  the  goods. 
Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and  higher  prices  are 
commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in  bulk  quantities.  It 
would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers  to  expect  to  get  small 
quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices  here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  May  4. 

BUSINESS  continues  slow  in  the  "  Lane,"  but  in  other 
quarters  there  is  a  fair  amount  of  activity.  Fluctua- 
tions in  prices  are  more  numerous  than  usual,  but  they 
include  nothing  of  a  startling  character.  Quinine  is  slightly 
weaker,  opium  is  quiet  but  steady.  Cod-liver  oil  is  lower, 
and  the  price  now  seems  tempting.  Menthol  has  been  in 
active  demand  for  speculative  account  at  firmer  prices. 
Cascara  sagrada  is  quite  neglected.  Cumin-seed  and  linseed 
are  dearer,  and  vanilla  is  lower.  Among  fine  drugs  and 
chemicals  an  advance  has  been  made  in  pyrogallic  acid, 
atropine,  eserine,  the  minor  salts  of  caffeine,  and  alterations 
among  heavy  chemicals  include  firmer  prices  for  hyposulphite 
of  soda,  sulphate  of  ammonia,  and  a  weaker  feeling  in 
copper  sulphate.  Japanese  and  English  antimony  are  firmer. 
Among  essential  and  fixed  oils,  lemon,  linseed,  and  castor  are 
lower.  Turpentine  is  higher.  The  table  given  below  records 
the  principal  movements  of  the  week  : 


Higher 


Acid,  pyrogallic 
Atropine 
Caffeine  (minor 
salts) 
Cumin  seed 
Eserine 
Ginger  (Jam.) 
Linseed 
Turpentine 
Uranium  and 
salts 


Firmer 


Easier 


Lower 


Acid,  carbolic 
Ammonia 

sulphate 
Antimony 
Canary  seed 
Menthol 
Oil,  pepper- 
mint 
Petroleum 

(Russ.) 
Soda  hypo- 
sulphite 


Cantharides 
Copper 

sulphate 
Coriander 

seed 

Ginger 

(Japan) 
Oil,  castor 
Oil,  lemon 
Pepper 


Cinchona 
Cocoa-butter 
Oil,  cod-liver 
Oil,  linseed 
Vanilla 


Cablegrams. 

Hamburg,  May  4  : — The  drug-market  is  quiet,  and  there 
are  no  alterations  in  prices  to-day. 

Smyrna,  May  4  : — The  sales  of  opium  during  the  week 
ending  Wednesday  amount  to  50  cases  at  an  advance  of  2d. 
per  lb.,  market  closing  firm. 

Bergen,  May  3  : — The  total  catch  of  cod  for  the  whole 
of  Norway  since  the  opening  of  the  season  now  amounts 
to  34,847,000,  against  39,881,000  at  the  corresponding  date 
of  last  year.  The  yield  of  steam-refined  oil  is  now  26,885 
barrels,  compared  with  11,187  barrels  for  the  same  week 
of  1904.  The  fishing  at  Finmarken  continues  fairly  good, 
and  the  market  is  depressed  at  about  67s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b. 
Bergen,  for  finest  non-congealing  oil. 

New  York,  May  4  : — The  drug-market  is  quiet.  Opium 
continues  weak  at  $2.90  per  lb.  for  druggists'  in  case  lots. 
Domestic  refined  camphor  is  quiet  at  71c.  per  oz.  in  barrels. 
Peppermint  oil  is  easy  at  $2.80  per  lb.  in  tins,  and  a  steadier 
feeling  has  developed  in  menthol,  which  is  now  quoted  $1.90 
per  lb.  Citronella  oil  remains  strong  at  42c.  per  lb.  Cod- 
liver  oil  is  weak  at  $27  per  barrel,  and  jalap  is  active  at 
8c.  per  lb.  for  new  crop.   Senega  at  62c.  per  lb.  is  easier. 

Amsterdam,  May  4  : — At  the  auction  of  cinchona  held 
here  to-day  8,260  packages  were  offered,  of  which  5,666 
packages  sold  at  an  average  unit  of  5.95c,  against  6.30c. 
paid  at  the  auction  on  March  30.  The  following  were  the 
approximate  quantities  of  bark  purchased  by  the  principal 
buyers  :  English  and  American  factories,  who  bought  the 
equivalent  of  10,496  kilos. ;  the  Brunswick  Factory,  2,093 
kilos.  ;  Mannheim  and  Amsterdam  factories,  3,838  kilos.  ; 


the  Frankfort  and  Stuttgart  factories,  1.420  kilos.  ;  and 
various  buyers,  6.658  kilos.  The  prices  paid  for  the 
manufacturing-bark  ranged  from  7c.  to  55^c,  and  for 
druggists'  bark  from  7^c.  to  48£c. 


Acid,  Carbolic. — The  only  alteration  is  a  slight  advance 
in  39°  C.  to  40°  C.  crystals,  which  are  now  quoted  b\d. 
per  lb.    Crude  60  per  cent,  is  Is.  9j</.  to  Is.  IQd.  per  gal. 

Acid,  Pyrogallic. — The  makers  have  advanced  their 
prices  by  4rf.  per  lb.  Schering's  brand  is  now  quoted  10s. 
to  lis.  per  lb.,  the  latter  price  being  for  lots  of  100  oz.  in 
bottles. 

Aloes. — No  arrivals  of  Curasao  have  taken  place,  but 
of  Socotrine  48  kegs  of  fine  bright  have  just  come  to 
hand. 

Aniseed. — Russian  is  firm  at  21?.  per  cwt.  Good  Levant 
can  be  bought  at  20?.  to  22s.  per  cwt.,  and  fine  Spanish  at 
34s. 

Annatto-seed  continues  scarce,  holders  being  firm  at  Id. 
per  lb. 

Antimony. — Japanese  crude  continues  firm,  with  sales  on 
the  spot  at  19Z.  10s.  to  20Z.  per  ton.   English  is  dearer  at  36/. 

Arrowroot. — The  supplies  at  auction  were  all  bought  in, 
including  good  manufacturing  St.  Vincent  at  \%d.  per  lb. 

Asafetida. — Some  new  parcels  from  the  Persian  Gulf 
will  be  offered  at  auction  next  week. 

Atropine  is  1?.  6d.  per  oz.  dearer,  makers  now  quoting 
pure  crystals  at  16s.  8d.,  neutral  sulphate  at  13s.  10d.,  and 
B.P.  pure  at  14s.  per  oz.  The  scarcity  of  belladonna-root 
of  good  alkaloidal  content  is  responsible  for  the  advance. 

Belladonna-root. — Good,  alkaloidal  quality  is  quoted  at 
from  40s.  to  42?.,  and  common  at  37s.  per  cwt. 

Benzoin. — There  is  a  fair  inquiry  for  Sumatra  gum  at 
between  51.  and  6/.  per  cwt.,  but  such  grades  are  prac- 
tically unobtainable  from  first-hands. 

Bromides. — American  on  the  spot  is  quoted  Is.  2d.  per 
lb.,  which  is  considered  high ;  some  15.000  lbs.  of  potassium 
bromide  arrived  from  the  U.S.A.  last  week. 

Caffeine. — The  prices  of  the  minor  salts  of  foreign 
make,  such  as  hydrobromide,  benzoate,  and  so  on,  have 
been  advanced  about  6d.  per  lb.,  which  bring  them  up 
to  the  level  of  English  makes.  The  prices  of  citrate  and 
pure  are  unaltered  at  6s.  Zd.  and  9?.  per  lb.  respectively  as 
a  basis  price. 

Canary-seed  is  rather  dearer,  as  holders  of  River  Plate  on 
the  other  side  are  holding  for  high  prices  on  the  spot ;  the 
value  of  screened  seed  of  this  description  is  60s.  to  61s.  per 
quarter. A  sale  of  Mazagan  is  reported  at  73s.  6d.,  and  a 
Spanish  at  78s.  6d.  Turkish  and  Larache  are  neglected,  the 
quotation  being  62?.  to  63s. 

Cantharides. — Russian  are  easier  under  the  influence  of 
freer  offers,  say,  4s.  9d.,  c.i.f.,  for  fair  Russian. 

Caraway-seed. — Dutch  is  steady  at  from  24s.  6d.  to 
25.?.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Cascara  Sagrada.— The  barque  Altair,  which  arrived  last 
week,  contained  3,865  bags,  or  about  120  tons  altogether. 
It  is  estimated  that  probably  two-thirds  of  this  will  go  into 
manufacturers'  hands  direct.  Meanwhile  the  article  con- 
tinues neglected. 

Chamomiles.— The  demand  is  maintained,  fine  new  Bel- 
gian flowers  offering  at  between  80s.  and  90s.  per  cwt,.  c.i.f. 

Cinchona. — The  shipments  from  Java  during  April  and 
from  January  to  April,  were  as  follows  : 
April. 

Amst.  lbs. 
1905    ...    1,328,000  1898 

1904  ...    1.495,000  1897 

1903  ...    1,074,000  1896 

1902  ...    1.000,000  1895 

1901  ...      800,000  1894 

1900  ...      530,000  1893 

1899  ...  996,000 

January-April. 
Amst.  lbs. 

1905  ...    4.312,000  1898 

1904  ...    3,918,000  1897 

1903  ...    3.378,000  1896 

1902  ...    3,155.000  1895 

1901  ...    3.423,000  1894 

1900  ...    2.436,000  1893 
1899    ...  3.021,800 


Amst.  lbs. 
856,000 
560,000 
419,000 
615,000 
515,000 
649,000 


Amst.  lbs. 
3,212,000 
1.910,000 
2,492,000 
2,477,000 
2.388,000 
2,530,000 
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Cocoa-butter. — At  auction  50  tons  of  Cadbury's  brand 
sold  at  from  Is.  \%d.  to  Is.  lfc/.  per  lb.,  or  an  average  of 
about  Is.  %fed.  At  the  auction  at  Amsterdam  55  tons  van 
Houten's  sold  at  (fl^c.  to  683c.  (average  price  67.75c,  against 
68.35c.  at  the  previous  auction)  ;  16  tons  de  Jong  offered,  of 
which  7,700  kilos,  sold  at  62jC.  to  62fc.  and  16  tons  Mignon 
sold  at  62c  to  62^c. 

Copper  Sulphate. — The  market  for  ordinary  brands  has 
1'eceded  a  further  5s.  per  ton,  dealers  offering  at  20/.  10s., 
and  for  finest  brands  guaranteed  pure  up  to  21/.  15s.  is 
asked. 

Coriander-seed. — The  new  crop  of  Mogador  is  offered  at 
45s.  per  cwt.  nominally,  being  lower,  but  there  are  no  buyers 
at  the  price,  as  Russian  can  be  had  at  38s.  and  English  at  40s. 
per  cwt. 

Cumin-seed  is  dearer  at  from  25s.  to  27s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for 
common  to  good  Morocco,  at  which  sales  have  been  made. 
Malta  seed  is  quoted  at  30s. 

Dragon's-blood. — Some  30  cases  will  probably  be 
offered  next  week,  the  bulk  consisting  of  medium  to  dull 
lump,  with  the  remainder  medium  to  fine  bright  reboiled 
tump,  with  some  bright  seedy. 

Ergot. — Both  the  London  and  Hamburg  markets  are 
flat  :  there  are  offers  from  the  latter  port  at  Is.  Ad.  to 
Is.  6d.,  c.i.f.,  for  fair,  and  Is.  3gt7.  for  common  greyish. 
Inquiries  sent  direct  to  Russia  have  elicited  the  fact  that 
no  offers  in  quantity  are  obtainable  and  no  quotation  is 
mentioned. 

Eserine  is  10c7.  to  Is.  per  gram  dearer,  the  makers  now 
quoting  the  pure  alkaloid  at  5s.  per  gram  and  sulphate  or 
salicylate  at  4s.  per  gram. 

Fenugreek- seed  is  steady  at  9s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  spot. 

Gamboge. — Some  30  cases  will  probably  be  offered  next 
weak ;  about  one-third  of  this  quantity  comprises  ricey 
Saigon  pipe,  and  the  remainder  fair  to  good  Siam  pipe. 

Honey. — The  new  Jamaica  crop  is  arriving  in  moderate 
quantities,  so  that  a  good  assortment  will  probably  be 
offered  next  week. 

Insect-flowers  are  in  good  demand,  and  prices  on  the 
spot  are  below  those  ruling  in  Trieste.  Advices  from 
Trieste  state  that  the  trade  has  lately  been  very  active, 
about  63,000  kilos,  being  shipped  in  February  and  March 
at  the  higher  range  of  prices.  As  regards  the  new  crop, 
this  will  probably  open  at  high  prices,  as  reports  from 
many  quarters  state  that  the  plantations  have  been  in- 
jured by  the  drought  of  last  summer  and  the  cold  of  the 
winter. 

Ipecacuanha. — The  s.s.  Japan,  from  Singapore,  has 
arrived  with  35  bags  of  East  Indian  root. 

Linseed  is  dearer,  at  from  40s.  to  42s.  per  quarter. 

Menthol.— It  is  estimated  that  about  200  cases  have 
changed  hands  during  the  past  ten  days,  including  Koba- 
yashi  at  up  to  6s.  6d.  per  lb.  spot,  May-July  shipment  at 
6s.  c.i.f.,  May-October  at  5s.  10£<fc,  August-October  at  6s. 
to  5s.  Qd.  c.i.f.,  and  Yazawa  at  5s.  Qd.  c.i.f.  On  Wednesday 
the  principal  seller  quoted  5s.  10±d.  for  August-October. 
_  Oil,  Castor. — Hull  make  for  prompt  and  to  June  delivery 
is  quoted  22/.  15s.  for  firsts  and  19/.  15s.  for  seconds.  July 
to  December  is  quoted  23/.  for  firsts  and  21/.  for  seconds, 
ex  wharf.  Belgian  is  easier  at  23/.  per  ton  for  first-pressing 
on  the  spot  and  23/.  5s.  for  May  to  December  delivery. 

Oil,  Clove.— Dearer.  The  English  distillers  of  clove  oil 
now  quote  3s.  per  lb.  for  finest,  and  2s.  Wd.  for  12  Win- 
chester quarts. 

Oil,  Cod-liver.— An  easier  feeling  is  again  evident  in 
Norway,  agents'  quotations  having  dropped  a  further  5s. 
to  10s.  per  barrel.  A  fair  amount  of  business  has  been 
done  this  week  at  between  70s.  and  75s.  per  barrel,  c.i.f., 
for  new  Norwegian  non-congealing  oil,  and  in  the  anxiety 
to  do  business  on  the  part  of  one  or  two  weak  Norwegian 
holders,  bids  of  2s.  6d.  less  might  be  entertained. 

Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on  May  1  that  "Although 
the  weather  has  been  calmer  lately,  the  output  of  the  Fin- 
marken  fishing  during  the  last  two  weeks  was  not  up  to  that 
oi  last  year  at  the  same  time.  The  prospects  for  further  fish- 
ing are,  however,  considered  bright,  both  in  West  and  East 


Finmarken,  where  the  fishing  is  about  to  commence.  From 
sorao  places  want  of  bait  is  reported,  but  this  inconvenience 
is  far  from  being  so  general  as  formerly  conjectured.  The 
livers  are  still  exceedingly  fine  and  fat,  giving  a  very  high 
percentage  of  oil.   The  reports  give  the  following  statistics : 

May  1,  1905.    May  4,  1904. 

Catch  of  cod  (millions)   34,847  39,881 

Cod-liver  oil  (barrels)    26,885  11,187 

Livers  left  for  raw  oils  (hoct.)       7,077  6,027 

The  market  is  unaltered  and  dull,  buvers  declining  to  discuss 
or  entertain  further  business  before  the  demand  from  abroad 
revives.  If  prices  should  ever  animate  the  consumption,  we 
think  that  the  present  quotation  must  be  low  enough  to  do  it. 
It  is  now  practically  impossible  to  produce  steam-refined  oil 
without  losing  money,  and,  as  we  learn,  there  are  many  people 
who  handle  the  livers  in  the  old  manner  to  produce  raw  oils 
for  medical  purposes,  by  which  method  the  cost  of  production 
is  less  than  by  steam  refining.  Finest  non-congealing  Lofoten 
cod-liver  oil  cannot  be  quoted  above  70s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b. 
Bergen,  and  even  at  this  low  quotation  there  is  no  interest  in 
the  article.  The  exports  from  Bergen  up  to  date  amount  to 
2.545  barrels,  against  2,294  barrels  at  the  corresponding  date 
of  last  year." 

Oil,  Lemon. — Quotations  from  Messina  are  easier,  owing 
to  the  absence  of  demand,  while  on  the  spot  good  brands 
offer  at  from  2s.  3c7.  to  2s.  5(7.  per  lb.,  according  to 
quantity. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — Retail  sales  of  American  H.G.H. 
have  been  made  at  15s.  6c/.  spot,  an  advance  of  3c7.  on  last 
week's  prices,  and  for  pure  Wayne  County  13s.  3d.  to  13s.  6(7 
is  quoted.  Japanese  dementholised  on  the  spot  is  still 
obtainable  at  4s.,  and  for  April-May,  May- June,  and  May- 
July  shipment  4s.,  c.i.f.,  has  been  paid  for  Kobayashi  brand 
in  fair  quantities. 

Oil,  Sassafras. — Genuine  American  is  quoted  2s.  5d. 
per  lb. 

Oils,  Fixed. — Last  week's  high  prices  for  Linseed  oil 
have  not  been  maintained,  the  price  in  barrels  having 
dropped  over  Is.  per  cwt.,  to  19s.  3(7.  in  barrels  and  pipes  to 
18s.  9c7.,  spot.  Ceylon  Cocoanut  is  unaltered  at  29s.,  and 
Cochin  at  34s.  9r/.  per  cwt.  spot.  Rape  is  firm  at  23s.  for 
refined  and  21s.  9<7.  to  22s.  for  ordinary  brown.  Petroleum 
is  rather  firmer  in  the  case  of  Russian,  which  is  gc/.  per  gal. 
better,  at  4§c7.  ;  American  is  unaltered  at  the  quotations  given 
last  week.  Turpentine  on  the  spot  shows  a  further  advance, 
value  of  American  closing  at  44s.  9c7.  spot. 

Opium. — The  London  market  remains  steady  with  a  fair 
amount  of  business  in  manufacturing  qualities  at  between 
8s.  6c/.  and  9s.  6c7.  per  lb.  for  second  Tokats.  Smyrna  and 
Constantinople  "druggists'"  continue  neglected. 

Smyrna,  April  22. — The  sales  during  the  past  fortnight 
amount  to  15  cases  of  Yerli  t.q.  at  the  equivalent  of  from 
8s.  Ad.  to  8s.  7c7.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  The  demand  for  these  qualities 
has  been  active,  but  holders  are  firm  in  their  ideas.  The 
market  closes  firm,  the  arrivals  amounting  to  4,630  cases, 
against  1,994  cases  at  the  same  date  of  last  year.  The  latest 
estimates  of  the  growing  crops  are  now  placed  at  about 
5,000  cases. 

Smyrna,  April  28. — The  sales  this  week  amount  to  42  cases, 
including  32  cases  usual  selected  Karahissar  at  the  equivalent 
of  7s.  10c7.,  and  ten  cases  extra  selected  ditto,  both  for  the 
U.S.A.  ;  also  two  cases  for  the  Continent.  Sellers  are  firm. 
The  arrivals  in  Smyrna  to  date  amount  to  4,497  cases,  against 
1,800  cases  at  the  same  period  of  last  year. 

Quinine  continues  in  the  same  lifeless  condition,  with 
prices  quoted  at  9§c7.  per  oz.  for  good  German  sulphate,  at 
which  occasional  sales  have  been  made  this  week. 

The  landings  in  London  during  April  were  51,008  oz.,  and 
the  deliveries  23,584  oz.,  making  the  stock  on  April  30 
3,267,376  oz.,  against  3,336,032  oz.  in  1904. 

Sarsaparilla. — The  arrivals  include  about  15  bales  of 
Lima-Jamaica  and  6  bales  of  native  red,  but  no  grey 
Jamaica.  Mexican  is  quoted  4gf7.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  for  at 
least  10-bale  lots,  and  Lima  in  second-hands  is  held  at  Is. 

Shellac  is  unaltered  on  the  spot,  with  small  sales  at  from 
145s.  to  147s.  6c7.  for  fair  to  good  T.N.  Orange. 

Spices. — The  weekly  sales  were  resumed  on  Wednesday, 
when  large  supplies  were  offered,  of  which  a  small  propor- 
tion only  was  disposed  of.  Jamaica  Ginger  was  in  good 
demand  at  steady  prices  to  2s.  advance,  especially  for  the 
good  qualities.  Of  482  barrels  and  37  bags  offered,  310  sold, 
including  good  at  from  44s.  to  47s.,  small  to  fair  washed  at 
37s.  to  43s.  6c/.,  good  common  34s.  to  37s.,  very  common  to 
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common  29s.  to  31s.  per  cwt.  Japanese  partly  sold  without 
reserve  at  15s.  6d.  for  limed.  Practically  1,000  packages  of 
Cochin  were  offered,  of  which  about  100  sold  at  18s.  for  small 
plump  mouldy.  Fair  native  Cochin  cut  was  bought  in  at 
38s.  to  40s.,  fine  bold  cut  70s.,  selected  85s.,  good  bold 
Calicut  rough  27s.  6(7.  to  29s.  Singapore  Pepper  in  auction 
sold  partly  without  reserve  at  5§t/.  for  fair  and  5f(7.  for 
greyish;  and  of  Alleppy  90  sold  without  reserve  at  from 
5^(7.  to  5§(7.  for  fair,  and  of  Tellicherry  31  sold  without 
reserve  at  5|(7.  A  quiet  market  is  reported  privately,  with 
sellers  of  Singapore  for  March-May  at  5-fed.,  and  January- 
August  at  5^d.  White  Pepper  at  auction  was  in  small 
supply,  and  of  92  bags  Singapore  offered,  55  have  been  sold 
privately  ;  fine  A. L. P.  was  bought  in  at9^d.  Privately  a  weak 
tone  has  prevailed  and  prices  are  easier,  fair  offering  at  8(7., 
or  g(7.  cheaper,  and  for  fair  Penang  7§(7.  is  quoted.  Pimento 
is  quiet,  partly  selling  at  auction  at  2§(Z.  per  lb.  for  fair. 
Nvtmegs  and  Mace  were  steady,  the  latter  selling  at  Is.  8d. 
for  good  bold  pale  West  Indian,  Is.  6d.  for  good  bold. 
Is.  2(7.  to  Is.  3(7.  for  ordinary  to  fair  mixed,  and  Is.  1(Z.  to 
Is.  2(7.  for  red.  Fair  Zanzibar  Chillies  were  bought  in  at 
40s.  for  Zanzibar,  at  from  28s.  to  32s.  6(7.  for  Mombasa,  and 
30s.  for  good  red  Japanese.  Fair  picked  medium  Egyptian 
Capsicums  were  bought  in  at  30s.  Good  broken  Cassia 
lignca  was  bought  in  at  42s.,  and  China  twigs  at  32s.  per 
cwt.  Penang  Cloves  at  auction  partly  sold  at  steady  prices, 
including  fair  bright  picked  at  11(7.  and  dullish  ditto  at 
10(7.  per  lb. ;  12  bags  Seychelles  offered  and  sold  at  5g(7.,  and 
130  bales  fair  Zanzibar  were  bought  in  at  4|(7.  per  lb.  During 
the  past  two  or  three  days  a  large  business  has  been  done, 
estimated  at  over  1,500  bales,  including  spot  at  4%d.  to  4|(7., 
4ff  (7.  for  April-June,  4f|  (7.  for  June-August,  and  5(7.  per  lb. 
for  August-October  and  September-November. 

Starch  Powder. — American  maize  is  quoted  10s.  6(7.  per 
cwt. 

Uranium  and  its  salts  are  dearer.  The  present  price  for 
the  extra  pure  nitrate  crystals  is  from  15s.  6(7.  to  16s.  per  lb., 
and  ordinary  crystals  are  obtainable  at  from  6(7.  to  9(7.  less. 

Vanilla. — At  auction  rather  over  1,100  tins  were  offered, 
of  which  about  half  sold  with  a  better  demand;  good  and 
fine  beans  being  irregular  but  about  Is.  easier  on  the  whole, 
common  and  foxy  being  neglected  and  Is.  lower  also. 

Wax,  Japanese. — Good  quality  is  held  at  42s.  6(7.  per  cwt. 


Heavy  Chemicals. 

A  fairly  steady  business  is  being  done  now  in  the  heavy- 
chemical  market  with  both  main  and  miscellaneous  products. 
There  is  no  special  rush,  but  export  demand  is  better,  and 
likely  to  continue  so,  while  home  trade  demand  is  on  the  whole 
satisfactory 

Alkali-produce. — Caustic  soda  is  moving  more  freely  on 
export  account  at  unaltered  rates  of  76  to  77  per  cent.  10/.  10s. 
to  101.  12s.  6(7.  per  ton,  70-per-cent.  91.  15s.  to  9/.  17s.  6(7.,  and 
60-per-cent.  87.  15s.  to  8/.  17s.  6(7.  Bleaching-powder  is  rather 
on  the  quiet  side  at  present  at  47.  7s.  6(7.  to  47.  10s.  per  ton, 
free  on  rails,  and  47.  10s.  to  47.  12s.  6(7.  free  on  board.  Ammonia 
alkali  steadily  maintains  a  strong  position,  and  is  moving 
briskly  at  47.  10s.  to  47.  15s.  Soda  crystals  are  in  full  average 
request  at  recent  rates  of  57s.  6(7.  to  62s.  6(7.  per  ton,  f.o.r.  or 
f.o.b.  Tyne,  and  67s.  6(7.  f.o.b.  Liverpool.  Salt  cake  is  in 
somewhat  better  request,  but  it  has  hardly  maintained  its 
value,  price  varying  now  from  28s.  to  32s.  per  ton  in  bulk, 
free  on  rails,  according  to  circumstances.  Bicarbonate  of  soda 
shows  no  fluctuation,  while  request  is  very  fair  at  67.  5s.  to 
67.  10s.  per  ton  in  casks  and  67.  12s.  6(7.  to  67.  17s.  6(7.  in  1-cwt. 
kegs,  f.o.b.  Liverpool.  Chlorates  are  steady  without  much 
doing  at  3g(7.  to  31(7.  per  lb.  Yellow  prussiates  of  potash  and 
soda  are  without  appreciable  improvement,  with  values  re- 
maining as  recently  quoted— viz.,  potash  4g(7.  to  5(7.  per  lb.  and 
soda  3|(7.  to  3^(7 .  Hyposulphite  of  soda  maintains  a  strong 
tone,  and  prices  are  higher  and  firm  :  ordinary  crystals  in 
large  casks  57.  2s.  6(7.  to  57.  12s.  6(7.  per  ton;  in  1-cwt.  kegs 
57.  17s.  6c7.  to  77.  10s.,  in  accordance  with  quality  and  quan- 
tity. Silicates  of  soda  are  steady,  both  on  homo  and  export 
account,  at  unaltered  values :  140°  Tw.  47.  2s.  6(7.  to  47.  12s.  6(7 
per  ton,  100°  Tw.  37.  12s.  6(7.  to  47.  2s.  6(7.,  and  75°  Tw.  37.  5s. 
to  37.  15s.,  in  usual  casks,  f.o.b.  Tyne  or  Liverpool,  according 
to  quality,  quantity,  and  destination. 

German  Drug-market. 

Hamburg,  May  2. 
Business  is  very  dull,  and  the  drug-market  is  inactive. 
Agar  Agar  is  quiet  at  270m.  per  100  kilos. 


Antimony  is  firmer  at  40m.  per  100  kilos. 
Balsam  Peru  is  easier  at  9m.  per  kilo. 

Camphor  (Refined)  is  firm.  The  refiners  ask  725m.  per 
100  kilos.,  while  second-hand  holders  will  accept  705m. 

Cascara-sagrada  is  quiet  on  the  spot  at  66m.  to  65m.  per 
100  kilos. 

Cumin-seed  is  tending  firmer  at  from  E0m.  for  Mogador  to 
58m.  per  100  kilos,  for  Malta. 

Golden  Seal  is  quoted  cheaper  from  America  at  14m.  per 
kilo. 

Japanese  Wax  is  dull  at  77m.  to  76m.  per  100  kilos. 
Lycopodium  is  tending  lower  on  the  spot  at  780m.  per 
100  kilos.,  and  forward  760m. 
Menthol  is  unchanged  and  quiet  at  14^m.  per  kilo. 
Senega  is  easier  at  625m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils  (Fixed). — Castor  is  quiet,  first  pressing  in  barrels  being 
offered  at  46m.  per  100  kilos.  Cod-liver  is  dull,  non-congeal- 
ing oil  in  barrels  offering  on  the  spot  at  80m.  Rape  is  quiet ; 
Palm-kernel  is  firm,  and  Chinese  wood  oil  in  barrels  on  tho 
spot  is  quoted  54jm.  to  55m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils  (Essential). — Peppermint  oil  is  unchanged,  H.G.H. 
offering  at  15m.  per  lb.,  and  Japanese  dementholised  at  9{-m. 
per  kilo.  Star-aniseed  oil  is  quoted  11m.  per  kilo.,  and  cam- 
phor oil  92m.  per  100  kilos. 

American  Drug-market. 

Xcic  York,  April  25. 

Business  generally  is  dull,  and  the  drug-market  is  inactive, 
transactions  being  wholly  of  a  jobbing  character. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — Central  American  is  fairly  steady  at  31c. 
Para  is  in  light  supply,  and  any  increased  demand  would  send 
prices  up.  Quotations  are  firm  at  3Ec. 

Beeswax  is  in  light  supply,  and  ordinary  yellow  is  quoted 
at  32£c,  and  335C.  for  selected. 

Camphor  has  again  declined,  and  domestic  refined  is  offered 
at  71c.   Japanese  can  be  bought  at  70c. 

Cod-liver  Oil  continues  to  drop  in  sympathy  with  condi- 
tions abroad.  Prime  Norwegian  can  be  obtained  at  $28.00 
and  non-freezing  Newfoundland  at  $25.00. 

Cubeb  Berries  are  firmer,  and  7^c.  is  asked  for  spot  goods. 

Ergot  is  a  trifle  firmer,  in  sympathy  with  primary  sources. 
Russian  can,  however,  still  be  bought  at  3£c,  and  Spanish  at 
37c.   Demand  is  poor. 

Golden  Seal  is  easier  with  the  approach  of  the  spring  crop, 
and  holders  will  accept  $1.50  for  fall  root. 

Japan  Wax  continues  weak,  and  9£c.  will  buy  in  quantity. 

Lycopodium. — Demand  has  fallen  off,  and  supplies  can  be 
bought  at  88c. 

Oil  of  Peppermint  is  weak,  and  holders  in  the  West  are 
getting  anxious  to  dispose  of  stocks.  On  the  spot  $2.90  will 
buy  bulk  oil,  and  there  are  offers  at  $2.80.  For  H.G.H.  up  to 
$3.40  is  asked. 

Opium  is  dull,  and  $2.90  is  a  nominal  quotation. 

Quinine  is  slow  of  sale,  and  makers'  quotations  are  un- 
changed at  21c.   For  Java  20gc.  is  asked,  but  20c.  will  buy. 

Sap.saparilla. — Mexican  is  selling  at  8£c. 

Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Liverpool,  May  3. 

Colza  Oil  is  slightly  easier  at  247.  17s.  6(7.  per  ton,  ex  quay. 

Aniseed  is  firmly  held  at  21s.  6c7.  per  cwt.,  less  I3  per  cent, 
gross  weights.    Only  a  limited  quantity  is  offered. 

Carraway-seed. — Morocco  is  offered  at  19s.  per  cwt. 

Quillaia. — Two  tons  has  been  sold  at  177.  5s.  per  ton,  and 
167.  10s.,  c.i.f.,  is  mentioned  for  shipment. 

Linseed. — Catania  is  quoted  at  50s.  9(7.  per  qrtr.,  c.  and  f., 
for  prompt  shipment,  and  52s.  for  July-August  shipment  new 
crop.  River  Plate  linseed  is  firmer,  with  sales  at  38s.  to  39s. 
per  qrtr.  on  the  spot  and  near  at  hand. 

Cod-liver  Oil. — Owing  to  lower  prices  for  Norwegian, 
holders  of  Newfoundland  are  anxious  to  dispose  of  their 
stocks,  but  buyers  seem  unwilling  to  operate. 

Sulphate  of  CoprER. — Makers'  price  firm  at  237.  5s.  per  ton, 
but  second-hand  parcels  can  be  obtained  at  less. 

Castor-seed. — Seventy  bags  Brazilian  have  been  sold  at 
10s.  9(7.  per  cwt. 

Bromides  in  U.S.A. 

Under  date  of  April  26  the  Roessler  &  Hasslacher  Chemical 
Co.,  of  New  York,  have  issued  the  following  circular: 

"  The  unusual  large  demand  for  bromide  of  sodium  has 
forced  an  advance  in  this  article.  We  aro  advised  by  cable 
from  the  German  Bromine  Syndicate  to  raise  the  price  for 
bromide  of  sodium,  U.S. P.,  to  20c.  per  lb.  The  price  for 
the  other  bromide  salts  remained  unchanged — viz.,  bromide 
of  potassium,  U.S. P.,  at  15c.  per  lb.  ;  bromide  of  ammo- 
nium, U.S. P.,  at  22c.  per  lb. — terms  f.o.b.  New  York,  net 
thirty  days,  or  less  1  per  cent,  for  cash  in  ten  days.  The 
bromides  are  packed  in  100-lb.  cases.  We  are  taking 
orders  for  legitimate  wants  only,  not  for  speculation,  and 
under  tho  condition  that  none  of  the  salts  are  directly  or 
indirectly  exported.'' 
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Colonial  anb  jforeign  IRews. 


Quinine  in  Italy. — The  cultivation  of  rice  having  now 
definitely  taken  its  place  as  one  of  the  industries  of  Italy, 
it  has  become  necessary  to  safeguard  the  health  not  only  of 
the  workers  in  the  fields,  but  also  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
districts  in  which  it  is  cultivated.  A  Bill  has  been  brought 
in  at  the  Camera  to  this  end,  and  establishes  the  distance  the 
fields  must  be  from  towns,  villages,  or  isolated  dwellings, 
regulations  as  to  working,  etc.  Article  5  is  of  interest  as 
bearing  on  the  use  of  quinine  for  combating  the  evil  effects 
of  continual  exposure  to  damp.  It  provides  that  the  drug 
must  be  supplied  free  of  charge  to  the  employes,  temporary 
or  permanent,  as  a  prophylactic  and  curative  agent,  even  if 
the  rice  fields  are  not  situated  in  the  declared  malarial  zones, 
though  in  this  latter  case  the  communes  will  have  the  power 
to  charge  the  proprietors  with  the  expense  incurred.  The 
question  of  the  "  State  quinine  "  is  one  over  which  many  of 
the  pharmacists  feel  aggrieved,  as  they  say  that  though  they 
do  not  object  to  the  State  supplying  this  drug  in  malarial 
districts  they  feel  that  the  activities  of  the  Government 
should  be  confined  to  that,  and  that  it  should  not,  as  at  pre- 
sent is  the  case,  practically  monopolise  the  sale  all  over  the 
country,  the  "  chinina  del  Stato  "  being  sold  at  all  the  tobac- 
conists (tobacco  and  its  sale  being  a  Government  monopoly). 
There  has  been  talk  of  the  pharmacists  refusing  to  stock  the 
solution  for  hypodermic  injection  recently  put  on  the  market 
by  Government  (as  noted  by  the  C.  &  D.)  as  a  protest,  but 
nothing  definite  has  as  yet  been  decided. 

Russian  Items. — The  "  Pharmatzevtitcheski  Journal  "  re- 
lates that  a  chemist  in  the  South  of  Russia  has  taken  a  careful 
note  of  all  the  prescriptions  he  made  up  last  year,  comparing 
the  price  with  that  ruling  in  eight  other  European  States. 
His  figures  show  that  the  cheapness  of  medicines  in  Russia 
is  almost  at  the  lowest  extreme,  and  that  Russian  phar- 
macies, particularly  in  the  provinces,  can  scarcely  exist. 
The  tariffs  are  so  low  that  in  cases  of  medicines  got  from 
abroad  (citing  those  especially  from  Germany)  which  have  to 
pay  duty  and  cost  of  packing,  the  prices  (in  Germany)  are  3.6 
per  cent,  higher  than  those  in  Russia.  The  following  shows 
the  relative  cost  of  medicines  in  the  countries  enumerated  : 
Denmark,  74.5;  Russia,  100;  Sweden,  102.8 ;  Austria,  103 ; 
Germany,  103.6;  Italy,  109.5;  Switzerland,  120.3 ;  France, 
131.5;  England,  170.2. — The  Batoum  pharmacists'  assis- 
tants are  rejoicing  not  only  in  the  introduction  of  the  double 
shift,  but  also  in  the  abolition  of  the  "  living-in  "  system. — 
The  Siberian  pharmacists  have  sent  a  petition  to  the  Minister 
of  the  Interior  to  allow  a  Siberian  Pharmaceutical  Society 
to  be  established.  The  petition  shows  that  about  two 
thousand  assistants  serve  in  the  Siberian  pharmacies,  who 
because  of  their  great  distance  from  the  West  cannot  sub- 
scribe to  the  Northern  Pharmaceutical  Society  or  to  the 
Russian  Society  in  Moscow. — According  to  the  "Pharma- 
tzevtitcheski Journal,"  a  recent  brochure  published  by  the 
Russian  Northern  Pharmaceutical  Society  shows  that  the 
hard  conditions  under  wrhich  Russian  pharmacists  labour 
produce  a  long  sick-list.  For  example,  out  of  165  assistants 
in  the  Odessa  pharmacies,  only  76  were  reported  in  health. 
According  to  the  investigations  of  Dr.  Landeschensk,  phar- 
macists usually  die  under  middle  age. — "Siberian  Life" 
says  that  owing  to  the  almost  complete  stoppage  of  traffic  in 
goods  along  the  Siberian  railway,  a  great  shortage  of  medi- 
cines is  experienced  in  the  pharmacies. 

Egyptian  Notes. — The  Nile  season  now  having  finished, 
the  European  pharmacies  at  Assouan  and  Luxor  have  closed 
until  next  November. — Considerable  quantities  of  vanilla 
and  gum  arabic  are  being  offered  in  Cairo  and  Alexandria ; 
vanilla  can  be  purchased  at  very  reasonable  prices. — Messrs. 
Roberts  &  Co.,  pharmacists,  of  London  and  Paris,  have 
opened  a  branch  pharmacy  in  Alexandria,  but  have  not  yet 
conformed  with  the  new  Regulations  by  having  the  name 
of  their  qualified  manager  on  their  labels  and  prospectuses. 
The  firm  advertise  themselves  as  "  Ex-Chemists  to  his 
Majesty  King  Edward  VII." — At  a  general  meeting  of  the 
International  Society  of  Pharmacists  held  recently,  Lord 
Cromer's  reply  (see  C.  <£•  P.,  April  15,  p.  573)  re  the  Phar- 
macy Regulations  was  read.  The  Regulations  permit  a 
medical  man  to  dispense  for  his  own  patients,  and  though 
they  require  that  preparations  containing  poison  are  to 


be  dispensed  in  a  pharmacy  by  a  qualified  pharmacist,  no 
stipulation  is  made  that  the  compounder  of  the  medical 
man  should  hold  a  diploma  or  otherwise. — The  enormous 
increase  in  rentals  in  Cairo  and  Alexandria  is  felt  heavily 
by  chemists  holding  suitable  locations  and,  with  the  brief 
tenure  of  a  four  years'  lease,  causes  a  feeling  of  great 
insecurity. — Egypt  is  at  present  the  home  of  trusts.  The 
latest  is  in  pharmacy.  A  firm  of  bankers  have  approached 
the  chemists  of  Alexandria  with  a  view  to  forming  a  trust 
for  the  creation  of  a  central  drug-store.  A  third  of  the 
shares  to  be  held  by  chemists,  and  four  chemists  to  be  on 
the  board.  The  chemists  would  then  presumably  purchase 
from  this  said  "drug-store"  instead  of  dealing  with  the 
wholesale  house  already  existing  in  Egypt  or  procuring 
their  goods  from  Europe.  So  far  the  idea  has  not  caught  on, 
as  the  impression  obtains  that  it  is  intended  for  Bourse 
speculation  and  is  not  a  genuine  "  affair." 


Soutb  Hfrican  IRewe, 

(From  our  own  Correspondents.) 
Note.  — "The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  is  regularly  supplied  by 
order  to  all  the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in 
British  South  Africa,  viz. : 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 

Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Orange  River  Colony. 


Cape  Colony. 

Me.  A.  Dockrall  has  been  appointed  Secretary  to  th 
Colonial   Pharmacy   Board,  in  place  of  Mr.  R.  J.  Gill, 
resigned. 

During  the  two  months  ended  February  28,  1905,  the 
imports  of  drugs  and  chemicals  into  Cape  Colony  amounted 
to  40,000/..  compared  with  45,000/.  for  the  corresponding 
period  of  1904. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Brydges,  formerly  with  Lennon,  Ltd.,  of 
Cape  Town,  has  been  appointed  representative  in  South 
Africa  for  Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd.,  of 
Liverpool  and  London. 

The  Proposed  Duty  ox  Spirits. — With  regard  to  Mr. 
Merriman's  proposal  in  the  Cape  Legislature  to  advance  the 
tax  on  imported  alcohol,  our  Cape  correspondent  writes  that 
there  seems  to  be  a  general  opinion  that  there  will  be  no 
fresh  tax.  Chemists  at  the  Cape  kick  against  a  grape-spirit 
which  makes  tr.  quininae  ammon.  a  dark-brown  colour  while 
the  imported  article  remains  water-white,  and  there  is  a 
universal  hope  that  there  will  be  no  further  taxation  on 
imported  tinctures. 

Cape  Town  Industrial  Exhibition. — In  our  issue  of 
March  11  (p.  411)  we  printed  a  preliminary  list  of  awards  to 
exhibitors  connected  with  the  drug-trade  at  this  exhibition. 
Our  Cape  correspondent  forwards  an  additional  list  as- 
follows  : 

Gold  Medals. 
Brand  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  London. — Food  specialities. 
A.  Bird  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Birmingham. — Custard-powder,  etc. 
Chivers  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Cambridge. — Collective  exhibit. 
Potin  Felix  &  Co. — Toilet-soaps. 

Tasmanian  Eucalyptus  Oil  Co.,  London. — Eucalyptus  oil, 
eucalyptus  soap,  eucalyptus  pastilles,  and  eucalyptus 
ointment. 

C.  H.  Dibb  &  Co.,  F.  W.  Hunt's. — Carbolic  bromo  disin- 
fectant liquid. 

R.  A.  Dietrich. — Spectacles  and  eye-glasses. 

Odams  Manure  &  Chemical  Co.,  London. — Chemicals. 

Spratts  Patent,  Ltd.,  London. — Food  for  dogs  and  puppies; 
poultry-food,  parrot-mixture,  bird-seed,  etc. 

United  Alkali  Co.,  Liverpool. — Chemical  fertilisers  and  dis- 
infectants 

Amended  List. 

Goodall,  Backhouse  &  Co.,  Leeds. — Fruit  syrup  (gold  medal), 
ginger  cordial  (non-alcoholic)  (gold  medal),  raspberry 
vinegar  (gold  medal),  lime-juice  cordial  (silver  medal), 
lemon-squash  (silver  medal),  household  specialities  (gold 
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medal),  effervescent  saline  (silver  medal),  '-Yorkshire 
Relish"  (gold  medal). 

Silver  Medals. 

Oillard  &  Co. — Lime-juice  cordials,  etc. 
Potin  Felix  &  Co. — Perfumery. 

•J.  &  A.  Rae. — Hamilton's  "  Radium  "  sheep-dip  and  disin- 
fectants. 

Day,  Son  &  Hewitt,  London. — Veterinary  medicines. 
R.  Hyde  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  London. — Bird-food  specialities. 
F.  Sage  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  London. — Shopfittings. 

Bronze  Medal. 
Olivers  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Cambridge. — Lime-juice  essence. 

Rex  v.  Jansen. — The  long-looked-for  appeal  in  this  case 
was  heard  in  the  Supreme  Court  on  April  5.  before  the  Chief 
Justice  (Sir  J.  H.  de  Villiers)  and  Mr.  Justice  Maasdorp. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  the  matter  came  up  on  appeal 
from  the  Court  of  the  Resident  Magistrate  of  Cape  Town, 
the  appellant  having  been  convicted  of  dispensing  without  a 
licence.   The  charge  against  the  appellant  was 

that  on  November  11,  1904,  he  did  wrongfully  and  unlaw- 
fully, without  the  licence  in  that  behalf  and  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  Section  35,  Act  34,  1891.  practise  as  a  chemist 
and  druggist,  and  did  dispense,  sell,  and  deliver  to  one  John 
James  Kelly,  a  detective  in  the  urban  police,  a  certain 
bottle  of  medicine  which  had  been  prescribed  by  a  medical 
practitioner. 

Mr.  Schreiner,  K.C.,  who  appeared  for  the  appellant,  said 
the  case  was  one  of  great  importance  to  the  medical  pro- 
fession, because  it  raised  the  question  of  whether  an  assistant 
of  a  duly  licensed  chemist  may  or  may  not  dispense  medi- 
cine, except  under  the  actual  eye  of  the  chemist  standing 
at  his  side,  the  assistant  not  being  himself  registered. 
Mr.  Jansen,  the  evidence  showed,  had  not  been  admitted  as 
a  registered  chemist  and  druggist  in  the  Colony,  though  he 
was  a  fully  qualified  chemist  in  Copenhagen,  where  he  was 
registered.    He  was  an  assistant  in  the  employ  of  Mr. 
W.  J.  Strange,  a  chemist  and  druggist.  Cape  Town.  Two 
chemists'  shops  were  carried  on  under  the  personal  super- 
vision and  control  of  Mr.  W.  J.  Strange,  and  Mr.  Jansen 
was  carrying  on  a  shop  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  when 
this  purchase  took  place.     The  record  showed  that  Mr. 
Jansen  dispensed  a  certain  bottle  of  medicine,  upon  a  pre- 
scription by  Dr.  Engelbach,  and  that  Mr.  Strange  was  not  on 
the  premises  at  the  time.    In  England  Mr.  Jansen  would  be 
liable  to  conviction  for  practising  without  having  been 
registered,  but,  counsel  submitted,  the  defendant  was  not 
practising  in  that  particular  instance.    He  contended  that 
•actual  personal  supervision  did  not  mean  that  the  chemist 
should  stand  at  the  side  of  the  assistant  all  the  time  he  was 
dispensing  medicines.    The  35th  section  of  Act  34  of  1891 
must  be  read  in  conjunction  with  Section  8  of  the  amending 
Act  of  1899,  in  which  it  said  that  the  shop  shall  be  con- 
•  ducted  under  the  bond  fide  and  personal  supervision  of 
some  registered  chemist  and  druggist.    If  there  were  to 
be  restriction  on  the  sale  of  anything,  surely  it  was  poisons, 
and  yet,  according  to  Section  50  of  Act  34,  every  chemist 
and  druggist  and  the  indentured  apprentice  or  bond  fide. 
paid  assistant  of  such  chemist  and  druggist  may  sell  poisons, 
-on  condition  that  the  sale  be  to  a  person  producing  the 
prescription  of  a  medical  practitioner,  and  that  the  sale  be 
entered  in  the  prescription-book,  in  which  shall  be  set 
forth  the  date  of  the  sale,  the  name  and  address  of  the  pur- 
chaser, and  the  ingredients  and  quantities  of  the  prescrip- 
tion.   In  this  case  the  bond  fide  paid  assistant  of  the  chemist 
and  druggist  sold  the  poison,  he  carried  out  the  precaution 
required  by  the  section,  and  if  an  improper  sale  took  place, 
according  to  Section  51  the  assistant's  employer  was  respon- 
sible.   Without  calling  upon  counsel  for  the  Crci'n.  the 
Chief  Justice  in  giving  judgment  said  it  was  clear  that  the 
appellant  had  practised  as  a  chemist  and  druggist  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Act,  and  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
making  up  prescriptions  without  actual  supervision  and 
■control  of  a  registered  chemist.  That  being  so.  he  was  guilty 
of  a  contravention  of  the  35th  section  of  the  Act,  and  the 
appeal  was  dismissed. 

Transvaal. 

During  January,  1905,  drugs  and  chemicals  valued  at 
42.000/.  were  imported  into  the  Transvaal,  compared  with 
36,000/.  for  January,  1904. 


3nfcua  anfc  tbe  j£ast. 

(News  from  our  own  Correspondents.) 


It  is  proposed  to  enact  an  Ordinance  to  prohibit  the  culti- 
vation and  possession  of  Indian  hemp  in  Ceylon. 

Mr.  A.  Pell,  general  manager  of  Messrs.  Kemp  &  Co., 
Ltd..  Bombay,  is  paying  a  visit  to  the  Old  Country. 

Wake  up.  England  ! — The  latest  American  method  of 
invasion  in  business  circles  was  in  process  at  Bombay  when 
the  mail  left.  The  most  recent  idea  is  motor-car  trips  on 
Sundays  and  holidays  for  friends  and  possible  customers. 

Ceylon  Thoeianite. — It  is  notified  in  the  "  Ceylon 
Government  Gazette  "  that  Government  has  sold  in  London 
140  lbs.  of  the  mineral  thorianite  from  Ratnapura  for 
95/.  2*.  4c/.  In  Ceylon  there  is  at  present  quite  a  thorianite 
craze. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Willis,  the  Director  of  the  Royal  Botanic- 
Gardens  in  Ceylon,  met  with  a  serious  bicycle  accident, 
resulting  in  concussion  of  brain,  while  touring  in  the  North- 
Central  Province  of  India  with  Mrs.  Willis.  He  was  picked 
up  unconscious  and  under  careful  medical  treatment  is 
gradually  improving. 

A  Subscriber  in  Rawal  Pindi  sends  us  the  following- 
advertisement  cutting  as  something  "rare"  from  the 
"  gorgeous  East  "  : 

A  Qualified  Chemist,  Rs.  30 — 40,  and  two  English  Com- 
pounders.   Apply  to  Box  8616,  "  Statesman." 
Our  correspondent  caustically  wonders  whether  applicants 
are  expected  to  supply  their  own  drugs  or  not. 

Retired. — Mr.  John  Massey  has  retired  from  the 
managership  of  Messrs.  Badham  Pile  &  Co.,  chemists. 
Secunderabad,  after  having  served  the  firm  for  upwards  of 
twenty-five  years,  the  whole  time  in  their  Secunderabad 
branch.  During  that  time  Mr.  Massey  made  many  friends, 
and  he  was  universally  liked  for  his  genuine  warm-hearted- 
ness and  admired  for  his  assiduity  in  business.  A  Scot  to 
the  backbone,  Mr.  Massey  has  returned  to  Scotland  to  spend 
his  years  of  retirement  in  his  native  land. 

Stealing  and  Receiving. — At  Madras  on  April  11.  Ran- 
gasami,  a  native  druggist,  was  sentenced  to  two  months' 
rigorous  imprisonment  and  a  fine  of  Rs.  250,  or,  in  default, 
a  further  term  of  imprisonment  for  four  months,  for  receiv- 
ing property  stolen  from  Messrs.  W.  E.  Smith  &  Co..  Ltd.. 
chemists,  Madras. — On  April  13  a  lad  named  Williams, 
about  sixteen  years  old,  was  charged  on  the  complaint  of 
Messrs.  Spencer  &  Co.,  chemists,  etc.,  Madras,  with  theft 
of  three  bottles  of  perfumery,  valued  at  Rs.  4.12.  Accused, 
who  had  been  a  typist  in  the  firm  for  two  or  three  years, 
purchased  two  bottles  of  Atkinson's  "White  Rose,"  which 
was  charged  to  his  account,  and  when  he  was  leaving  the 
shop  premises  for  tiffin  he  attempted  to  carry  away  five 
bottles  of  scents  in  an  empty  chocolate-box.  Prisoner 
admitted  the  charge,  and  was  sentenced  to  one  month's 
imprisonment. 

Travelled  Afar. — Mr.  T.  H.  B.  Long.  Messrs.  Bur- 
roughs Wellcome  &  Co.'s  popular  and  far-travelled  repre- 
sentative, was  a  passenger  homeward  on  the  P.  &  O.  s.s. 
Egypt  which  left  Bombay  on  April  15.  Another  well-known 
and  well-liked  traveller,  Mr.  C.  H.  Allen,  of  the  Vinolia 
Co.,  Ltd.,  was  a  voyager  on  the  same  boat.  Mr.  Long  has 
just  completed  a  journey  on  behalf  of  his  firm  which  un- 
safely lay  claim  to  being  unique.  Leaving  home  in  October. 
1903.  he  has  visited  China  (not  the  China  understood  by  the 
ordinary  commercial,  but  every  city  of  note  along  the 
coast  or  otherwise — 900  miles  up  the  Yang-tse  to  Hangkow). 
the  Treaty  Ports,  Japan,  Manilla,  Singapore,  Penang,  the 
Federated  Malay  Straits,  Siam,  Ceylon,  Burma  (a  thousand 
miles  up  the  Irrawaddy).  and  India.  Mr.  C.  H.  Allen  a 
day  or  two  before  sailing  entertained  a  small  party  of 
friends  to  dinner  at  the  Great  Western  Hotel.  Bombay. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  W.  White,  Mr.  C.  B.  Robinson, 
and  Mr.  T.  H.  B.  Long  were  of  the  party. 


Starting  in  Business. — "  I  must  say  I  find  '  Opening  a  Phar- 
macy '  of  very  great  help,"  writes  a  chemist  (205/33)  who  is 
starting  in  business.  This  little  book  is  published  at  the  offices 
of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  42  Cannon  Street,  London. 
E.C.,  price  2s..  by  post  2s.  3r/.,  and  is  as  essential  to  the  young 
chemist  after  the' Minor  as  the  B.P.  is  before. 


